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Inſtability of Mind impedes our Road to Perfection; and 
Youth, if not animated by Example to illuſtrate the 
| Precepts of Virtue, will ever fall into Error. 
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MPRESSED with aimoſt lively fenfe 

J of gratitude for the honor your lady. 
ſhip has permitted me, of placing the 
following ſhaets under your patronage, 1 
ſhould ill deſerve à favor ſo flattering; if, 4 
by: aſſuming. the common language gf 
dedicators; and, on injudicious praiſe, J 
ind mould 5 

=. = 
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| ſhould — that delicacy which is. ſupe- 
 riorto the voice of flattery, and can receive 
no gratification from the encomiums of 
2 private individual; I therefore moſt rea- 


dily give up all attempts to diſplay virtues. 


which are univerſally acknowledged, and 
cannot be delineated by ſo unſkilful a hand 


| 


- Tis to EO your: ladyſhip's favorable 
reception of this work that I preſume to 
addreſs you; conſcious of its numberleſs 


imperfections, I ſeek, under the ſanction 


of your name, to ſcreen it from the laſh of 
criticiſm. Impelled by the ſame motives 
which firſt induced me to take up the pen, 


and encouraged by the favorable reception 


« Miſs Meredith” met with from the in- 
dulgence of the public, I have ventured: a 
_ ſecond time to thtow myſelf on its mercy : 
and if, „the Errors of Education“ ſhould 
be ſo fortunate as to obtain your Jadyſhip's 
approbation, it will enable me to lodk for; 
ward with hape, and truſt, though not 
vichout trembling, to _ ſame generoſity 

| 118 A . and 
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DEDICATION. 
and candour I have ſo recently experienced. 


I have the honor to remain, with the warm- 
eſt ſentiments of reſpect and gratitude, 
MADAM, | 
Your Ladyſhip's greatly obli ged 
And a humble Servant, 


ELIZA PARSONS. 
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Dok to a plentiful fortune, Sir William 
i Beaumont entered into life with all-thoſe 
bright expectations which are wont to fill a lively 
and youthful imagination: indulged from infan- 
cy by a too tender mother, who loſt a beloved 
huſband when her ſon was only ſix years of age; 
accuſtomed to follow the hent of his own incli- 
nations without check ot control; bleſt by na- 
ture, wirh great advantages of perſon, and ge- 
nius capable of the greateſt; things, had it been 
properly cultivated. and directed; yet, (by the 
miſtaken, tenderneſs of a patent,) permitted ibo 

walte that time, which might have expanded bis * 

mini and engaged bim in the purſuit of wiſdom and ©, 
knowledge, in the moſt frivolous and _trifling 
- amuſements,, no wonder that when of age to be - 
introduced into life, he fell a prey to the arti- 
fices of (thoſe who knew how to flatter ſuch idle | 
propenſities as 80 glaring to be overlook- © - 
e&!-—His juvenile follies were. of little conſe- | 
quence, but when, he attained the age of twenty- 

Nd B one, 


A RETROSPECT-., 
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one, and the poſſeſſion of five thouſand a year, 
'twas then he determined to quit Warwickſhire 
and his indulgent parent, for the Metropolis. 
Lady Beaumont had long ſince been ſenſible of 
her error, but it was too late to rectify it— 
Paſſionate, obſtinate, with a haughtineſs of diſ- 
pPoolition above reprehenſion or advice, ſhe had 

found it impoſſible to guide his judgment or ob- 


tain any authority over his actions —he had ac- 


quired the common accompliſhments of fencing, 
dancing, &c. from maſters provided for that 
purpoſe, and a ſuperficial knowledge of langu- 
ages and hiſtory from.a tutor who was never per- 
. mitted to reprove or correct his idleneſs and ne- 
glect of ſtudy. Such was Sir William Beaumont 
when he was allowed the free uſe of his fortune 
and the happineſs af ſharing the delights of the 
toyn. Hunting, fiſhing, ſhooting and romping 
with farmers daughters, had hitherto engaged 
all his attention, but, no ſooner was he of age, 
than he Gghed for the pleaſures of London: His 
mother, conſcious that ſhe had too long ſecluded 
him. from a knowledge of mankind, trembled 
for the conſequences which might refult, from 
firſt impreſſions on a mind fo ſelf-ſufficient and 
uninformed; ſhe determined, therefore, to ac- 
company him, and, if poſſible, direct him in 
the choice of his companions, on which muſt, 
in a great meaſure, depend the happineſs of his 
Fature days. . 
Sir William had never given the ſmalleſt in- 


timation of his, wiſh for her company, the de- 


claration therefore of her deſign to quit her be- 
loved retirement and emerge again into the 
world, ior the purpoſe of enjoying the ſociety of 
her darling ſon, was teceived by him with a 
ſtoical indifference :—elated. with the poſſeſſion 
of his fortune and a high opinion of his own 

ſag | conſequence, 


* 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION, 3 


conſequence, he nad no idea that an introduc- 
tion into life was neceſſary, or that Sir William 
Beaumont could meet leſs reſpect or attention in 
Town than when reſiding at the ſeat of his an- 
ceſtors, and lording it over his own tenants. 
All neceſſary preparations were made for this 
important journey, and when the day arrived it 
was with very different ſenſat ions that lady 
Beaumont and her ſon quitted Sion-Park—Sir 
William was intoxicated with joy at being en- 
abled to realize all thoſe delightful viſions which 
had for a long time floated on his brain, and 
promiſed him ſuch exceſs of happineſs: he bade 
adieu to the manſion of peace without ſorrow or 
regret. Not ſo, lady Beaumont, ſecluded fo 
many years from the gay world, by choice not 
neceſſity, fond of domeſtic enjoyments and doat- 
ing on an only ſon, the image- of a beloved 
huſband, not blind to his faults, though tod in- 
dulgent to his errors; ſhe ſhuddered at the proſ- 
pect ye OY follies of a licentious world, 
gilded by the ſpecious names of faſhion and gal- 8 
lant ſaw would quickly gain an aſcen- 
b volatile diſpoſition, and ſhe'dread- 
ed their effects. Her faſhionable connections 
were few, her brother, lord Maybank, reſided 
entirely in Scotland; of: her huſband's relations 
there were none living but very diſtant ones, 
and with thoſe ſhe held no correſpondence. Sir 
Edward and lady Stanley, and Myr. and Mrs. 
Warner, both f milies of faſhion and merit, 
and who refided in her neighbourhood during 
the ſummer months, were her only intimates z 
theſe friends were now at Bath, but, being daily 
expected to ſet off for town, it was on them/ſhe 
depended for a proper introduction of her ah 
into the world. 
3 2 Ske 


1 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


She quitted her beloved retirement with a 
flood of tears; and when the carriage was an- 
nounced, threw. herſelf into it, impreſſed with 
a prophetic idea that ſhe beheld, for the laſt 
time, thoſe favorite walks in which ſhe was 
wont to enjoy peace and pleaſing refleQions, 
interrupted only by maternal anxiety, an anxie- 
ty which; now encreaſed in proportion to the 
Aangerous diſſipation the object of her cares was 
about to encounter. 

She now looked back with deep regret on the 
e fondneſs that induced her to prefer a 
private to a public mode of education, by the 
latter of which, though her ſon's morals might 
ha ve been more endangered, his judgment muſt 
have been ſtrengthened; and by which he muſt 
likewiſe. have gained ſome knowledge of man- 
kind, ſufficient perhaps to have guarded him 
againſt thoſe mpeg too Seen y ptactiſed 
on the unwary. | -. 

At the laſt ſtage. of the journey, when Sir 
William's heart beat high -with tranſport, and 
buſy fancy was forming a thouſand "pleaſurable 
ſchemes, lady Beaumont, after contemplating 
him a few moments in filence, with a ſigh ex- 
preſſive of her feelings, thus addreſſed bird. 

„ My dear William, you ſeem in a pleaſing 
reverie: but ſuffer me, now we are about to en- 
ter on that great world you have ſo long wiſhed 
to behold, to open my heart to you, and im- 
preſs yours with the admonitions and advice of a 
tender mother and an affectionate friend; 4 
friend who has, who can have, only your in- 
tereſt and happineſs in view, and whoſe future 
peace muſt all depend on your conduct. The 
death of your beloved father leſt me but one 
object in the world to intereſt my feelings, 
and but one method of proving my love and 
reſpe ct 
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reſpect to his memory, that of ſtrictly perform- 
ing the duties of a parent to his only child, and 
though, at this moment, reaſon convinces me 
J have been guilty of many errors, yet they 
were the errors of a too tender and indulgent 
heart, and did not flow from negligence or de- 
ſign, I reproach myſelf ;—alas, my dear fon, let 
me not live to experience reproach from you.” — 
Unable to proceed, ſhe burſt into tears.—Sir 
William was ſurpriſed, he took her hand. 
% My dear madam, from whence proceed thoſe 
tears? For what do you blame yourſelf ? Why 
ſuppoſe it poſſible I ſhould prove abandoned and 
ungrateful ? to reproach you is not in my pow - 

er, for you have been the beſt of mothers.” 
„ Ah, William, (faid ſhe,) I have indeed 
been a ſond weak mother, but not the 5% of 
mothers—to gratify my own ſelfiſh affection, I 
have kept you at Sion-Park a ſtranger to the 
world, to prevent pain to myſelf I have prohi- 
bited your tutor from puniſhing little errors 
which have. grown into habits ; from the ſame 
blamable indulgence I would not permit your 
idle propenſities to be curbed, nor your Pale 
controled # the conſequence of which is, that the 
little learning you have acquired is ſuperficial, 
your judgment trifling, and although I hope 
and believe your heart is good, yet, your impe- 
tuous diſpoſition, your volatile and trifling me- 
thod of ſpending thoſe hours which ought to 
have been given to more important concerns, 
and permitting your paſſions to guide in every 
purſuit has altogether given that turn to your 
general conduct, that juſtifies me in refroaching . 
myſelf.— You only can reconcile me to my own 
feelings: If you, who are a ſtragger to the 
deceits and artifices of mankind, a novice in all 
the deſtructive modes of diffipating fortune, 
reputation 
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reputation and health; if you will permit me to 
inform your judgment, to point out to you the 
rocks and quickſands a young man of fortune, 
8 like you, unknowing of the wiles of men, is 
molt likely to ſtumble on; if you will - conſult 
me in the choice of your intimates: and profit 
by my experience; if you will ſuffer the leading 
feature in your character, pride, to operate in 
i8 a manner likely to guard you againſt all low 
5 vices, and a deteſtation of every mean unwor- 
thy impoſition; then, my dear ſon, will your 
| judgment ripen; then will you ſoon be enabled 
a to think properly of thoſe diſſipations and vices, 
N which, under the ſpecious name of faſhion, de- 
ſtroy fortune and honor, and are ſure to entail 
everlaſting remorſe and unavailing repentance 
then you will be the pride, the glory of your 
mother; then will your juvenile errors be for- 
gotten, and then you will never have cauſe to 
accuſe me of a miſtaken tenderneſs as produc- 
tive of real evil to yourſclf.—Thus, dear Wil- 
| liam, the future happineſs of my life is in your 
hands; your affection I will not doubt, but 
- | henceforth confider me as your beſt, your dear- 
eſt friend, tenderly indulgent, and warmly in- 
dereſted in every event likely to prove condu- 
cive to your honor and happineſs, and a pain - 
fal ſufferer if you deviate from the road ts 
either.” wo 5 
Sit William, though not | poſſeſſed of much 
ſenſibility, could not help being affected, and 
preſſing his mother's hand tenderly between his, 
"og moſt earneſtly aſſured her, ** that her judgment 
and affectionate counſel ſhould direct every ac- 
tion of his liſe and his conduct prove his ſenſe , 
of her matgrnal care, and the obligations he 
his infancy, to the preſent hour.” 


1 
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Lady Beaumont rejoiced at the viſible emo 
rions of her fon, determining, if poſſible, to 
retain the infſue nee, ſhe began t think, ſhe 
held over his heart by her affectioſate and gentle 
admonitions, and be henceforth ſparing of them 
on trivial oceahons to give them the greater 
weight im matters of conſequence; and although 
ſhe looked forward with trembling anxiety, to 
his entranee in the world, yet, the ſoother, hope, 
came to her aid, and afforded a temporary re- 
lief to her mind, which communicated itſelf to 
her countenance, and enabled her to join in- 
cheerfal remarks to enliven her ſon. 


* 


LONDON. 


HE journey was now ended, the carriage 
entered Town juſt as the lamps began to 
throw their pale light to conduct the travellers 
ſecurely through the ſtreets: Sir William was 
in tranſports ; the buſtle of carriages driving to 
the play, the opera; and other various places 
for diſſipating time and fortune, with the cr 
of humbler foot-paſſengers, the ſhops all illuu 
_ nated, and ſhewing their different wares to 
beſt advantage; the whole together ſtruck his 
with ſurpriſe and ſpeechleſs admiration 3 nor 
it to be wondered at, if we-refle& that his whal 
life hitherto had been paſſed in the countr i 
where his companions were, equally” with hims 
ſelf, ftrangers to London; and however deſerip- 
nen gl 
N 


—— 


| 


. 
Cx 


—— ——— 
_— - 
3 * 
pu 
. „ 
= 


OO —Ä— 


— — ̃ er ons 22 
—— 2 ———F— — — 
— — „4 5 * 
- - 


— — — 
— 9 
— — 
AB 


als — A 
_ 

„ , 

4 

= - * 
4 WW 

- * 

- "= 


— — 


'B ENMORS OF EDUCATION. 


tions from books might have excited his wiſhes 


and engaged his attention, ſo as to produce in 


his mind at thouſand bright, ideas of that won- 
derful city yet ſo much did the preſent - appear- 
ance of the ſtreets he paſſed through, exceed 
his moſt ſanguine expectations, that he was loſt 
in a whirl of conjecture. what; ſuch multitudes 
of people were driving ſo haſtily back and for- 
ward to ſee, and how it was 1 * could 
all find habitations 

His mother did not interrupt his revetie ill 
the carriage ſtopped; in Stanhope: ſtreet, May - 
Fair, where ſhe had, by means of her banker, 
taken a handſome ready furniſhed houſe. When 
the carriage drew up, and lady Beaumont ex- 
claimed, Thank Heaven our journey is hap- 
pily ended,” he ſtarted from a train of delight- 
ful viſions, and eagerly kiſſing her hand, ex- 
claimed, Oh my dear madam), what a charm- 
ing place is London! She ſmiled at his rhap- 
ſody, and obſerving to him the ſervant held the 
coach door open, he jumped: out and conduQ- 
ing her into the houſe, again warmly congratu- 
lated her and himſelf on their arrival. By the 
attention of their friend; the banker, they ound 


every thing ready for their reception, proper 


ſervants were hired, ſupper ordered, and in a 
few hours they were comfortably ſertied. - But 
little converſation took place that evening, Lady 
Beaumont was fatigued, and Sir William found 
toll employment in reflection on what he bad 
een, and in anticipating the: wonders: he ex- 
pected to ſee; they therefore, by mutual con- 
bern. made a haſty ſupper and retired to their 
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A CCUS'T OMED' from infancy to early 
| hours, Sir William aroſe the moment day 
tight appeared through his ſhutters, eager to 
view the delightful; proſpects of the preceding 
evening; having thrown on his cloaths, open- 
ed the door of his apartment, and found the 
way down ſtairs, he was inconceivably aſtoniſh- 
ed at the ſilence which pervaded through the 
houſe, he opened one room, then ancther, all 
was dark and 'comfortleſs, not a ſoul was mov- 
ing, he looked at his watch, near eight o'clock; 
—it was the hour of breakfaſt in the country, 
it was the hour of buſtle and domeſtic occupa- 
tions there ; bere, all was ſil as death, and a 
moſt wonderful contraſt to the animation he 
had. wit neſſed on his entrance into Town. He 
returned to his apartment, and ringing; the bell 
for his ſervant, was inſtantly attended, for An- 


drew, like his maſter, was up, and had been 


endeavouring to explore his way through the 


dark rooms below ; and, being equally mortified- 


in his ſearch, waited with eagerneſs the-ſum- 
mons he joyfully obeyed; ö Prythee, Andrew, 
(ſaid Sir William) are the ſervants all in bed at 
this late hour? „ Ves, an pleaſe yours he- 
nour; (replied Andrew) J am ſure its a burning 
ſhame z— at home the cows are all milked, the 


ſervants all breakfaſted, and Robin driving his 
plough hours before now; 1 have heard John; 


the groom to quire Warner, fay, the London 
E B 3 ſervants 
7 
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ſervants were deadly lazy varmint, and ſure 
enough your honour finds it ſo; but, with your 
leave, I'll go and ring a peal in their ears ;j— 
hark! though I thinks I hear one of the doors 
unbolting, I'll run and ſee.” He did fo, and 
ſoon returned with intelligence that one of the 
houſe-maids was juſt up, and, Lord, her did 
ſo ſtare to hear your honour was up, and as I 
tould her, wanted breakfaſt, ſhe ſaid, no people 
of faſhion that ever ſhe lived with, breakfaſted 
till twelve, twas only tradesfolks who get up at 
eight o'clock, and ſhe thought poor ſervants, 
who generally were kept up till one or two 
o'clock, required reſt as well as gentlefolks.” 
© Indeed, (faid Sir William,) the girl was 
right, if *tis cuſtomary for people to keep ſuch 
hours: but I like, you know, Andrew, to be 
in bed at eleven, and the ſervants at Sion-Park 
were never vp later, and therefore we could all 
riſe with the lark. Ah Lord! (replied An- 
drew;) I wiſh to my mind we were at Sion- 
Park ſtill ; what a noiſe and crowding there was 
laſt night, I am ſure I could hardly manage old 
Lightfoot, the poor beaſt didn't like it at all.” 
« Well, (ſaid Sir William,) we muſt be 
content, Andrew, to. wait for our breakfaſt every 
morning, unleſs my mother will make a new 
regulation for our London ſervants : at preſent, 
bowever, I am very hungry, therefore try your 
influence to haſten breakfaſt.” 


When Andrew quitted the apartment, Sir 
William again opened the window and looked 
up and down the ſtreet 5 every houſe was ſhut 
up,—not a ee on the payement,—all 


was filent as the village near Sion- Park. Bleſs 
me, (cried he) what a horrid dull part of the 
town has my mother choſen l the houſes, in- 


deed, are genteel, but there are no inhabitants: 
75 | | I ſhall 


RRRORS OF EDUCATION: * 


I chall never conſent to reſide here, I muſt per- 
ſuade her to remove into one of thoſe deliphtfol 
ſtreets we paſt through laſt night.“ He then 
began to reflect on the various amuſing ſights 
his driving through the ſtreets had afforded * 
and continued in a pleaſing reverie till ſum- 
moned to breakfaſt; he joined-his mother with 
much pleaſure, and enquiring how ſhe reſted. 
after her fatigue, mentioned the diſappointment - 
he met with in getting up ſo early. Lady Bean- 
mont ſmiling blamed herſelf for not vii him 
ſome intimation of the different hours commonly 
obſerved in London :=<* But, I fear, Willaam, 
(faid ſhe) you will too ſoon grow reconciled to 
ſueh irregular hours, the amuſements you will 
naturally expect to partake of, will exclude the 
obſervance” of thoſe regularities which families 
m the country find conducive both to health 
and pleaſure.” ' But, my dear madam, (he 

replied,) how come you to make choice of this 
dull fituation, where there appears ts be no hu- 
man beings dut ourſelyes.” O you will 
find yourſelf agrecably miſtaken bye and bye; 
— twelve or one clock you will have no 
reaſon to complain of the filence” which now 
ſeems: to pervade the ſtreets : ' however, if vou 
have no objection, we will order the carriage 
and go into the city this morning, I have a 
little bußneſs to tranſact, and I wiſh to thank 
Mr. Thornhill; our banker, for his civilities, 
and introduce him to your acquaintanee : the? 
a citizen he is a man of faſhion, of fortune, 
and excellent. character.“ Sir William cheer- 
fully acquieſeed; and having ordered Andrew's 
attendance to dreſs his hair, - prepared: to ae 
company his mother. —As they drove through 
the ſtreets his ſatisfaction began to manifeſt itſelf 
in his countenance:— When they came paſt 

Temple 


a 
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Temple Bar, the ſwarm of people, the confu- 
fion of carriages, and the huſy importance of 
every tace, attraded his attention, and engaged 
his admiration. —Lady Beaumont took the op- 
rtunity to acquaint him with ſeveral particu- 
55 of manners and cuſtoms which had been 
obſerved during her commerce with the world; 
but alas | good lady, wonderful were the alter- 
ations and refinements which faſhion and folly 
had erected in the courſe of twenty-three years, 
fince-which period ſhe had never viſited London; 
and ſhe found her own; attention irreſiſtibly en- 
gaged by a variety of new objects, new build- 
ings, and above all, by the ſtrange extrava- 
gance of dicſs ; ſhe pics a her ſon, and ſoon 
perceived another kind of valet was neceſſary, 
and other abilities teijuiſite to what poor An- 
drew poſſeſſed. to make his maſter peer ke & a 
man of faſhion. ., | 
On their, arrival at Mr. Thornhill's they met 
with. a reception ſo truly friendly, and polite, 
that Sir William was not a little ſurpriſed to 
find the man of buſineſs, one of the beſt. bred 
men he ever ſaw he felt a conſcious deficiency. 
which mort ified his pride, and began to fear, 
that elf. conſequence which carried all before it 
in the country, would in London meet with a 
| conſiderable. abatement.— Lady Beaumont, hay- 
ing a good deal of. buſiheſs to ſettle, appointed 
a day which ſhe entreated Mr. Thornhill to 
ſpend with her; he politely acceded to her 
wiſhes, on condition that Sir William and her 
ladyſhip, if diſengaged ſhould favor himſelf and 
his filter with, their company that day to a family: 
dinners they conſented With pleaſure, apolo- 
giling for morning dreſſes, and were. accordingly. 
introduced to Miſs Ihernhill.— The brother and 


Alter water together; their reſpeQable father, 
| who 


— 
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who had carried on buſineſs: for a number of 
years, with an eſtabliſhed reputation for honour; 
probity and univerſal benevolenee, had lately 
retired a fe miles into the country to enjoy 
good air, exerciſe, and the ſupreme delight of 
a ſelf-approving wind; there he diffuſed his 
bleſſings on the unfortunate, and, by continual 
acts of benevolence, rendered himſelF deſerving 
thoſe favors the bounty of Providence had be- 
ſtowed on him— The ſon and daughter of this 
worthy man accuſtomed fromthe example of 
their father to conſider every child of ſorow as 
their relation, with hearts, (aſeeptible'of com- 
paſſion for the woes of their fellow- creatures, 
and hands open as day to melting charity,” 
poſſeſſed all that elegance of manners and ex- 
ternal politeneſs which the beſt education; could 
beſtow'; hence it was'that Mr. and Mifs Thorn- 
hill were univerſally; eſteemed, and their ac- 
quaintance ſought for by every faſhionable circle 
in the town, but they knew how to diſcriminate, _ 
and though courted by all, they 'confined theſe 


intimacies to a few reſpectable families, whoſe _ 


virtues could receive no luſtre fromthe accidental 
advantages of birth or fortune —Such were Mr. 
and Miſs Thornhill ; _ whoſe perſons and 
manners Sir William was fo captivated, that he 
ſuppoſed it impoſſible the moſt brilliant circles 
could. produce more elegance, or the molt cele- 
brated toaſts boaſt more charms than the ami- 
able Miſs Thornhill. His mother ſaw, with in- 
finite delight, his firſt impreſſions, and preſaged 
to hetſelf the happieſt conſequences from eulti- 
vating an intimacy with a family ſo truly eſtim- 
ahle. The brother and fiſter were equally gra- 
tified, Lady Beaumont's charaQer they had been 
taught to reſpect, from the long correſpondence 
between the families; Sir William's exterior 

ä was 
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was extremely prepoſſeſſing, and his behaviour 


that day could not fail of confirming the favor- 
able ideas they were diſpoſed to entertain f 
him.. They parted at a late hour,-with a mu- 


tual defire of: cultivating a ſociety ſo gratifying * 


to each party, and the retugn of the viſit was 
fixed for an early day. — When ſeated in the 
carriage Sir William warmly expreſſed his ap- 
probation of their hofpitable entertainers, with 
a mixture of ſurpriſe that people in buſineſs 


vere ſo. much accompliſhed. I have ever un- 


derſtood (ſaid he) from the books I have read, 
and from the daily papers, that the citizens had 
no ideas beyond trade, nor any fund of amuſe- 
ment within themſelves but what conſiſted in 
the pleaſures of the table; ſurely theſe: Thorn 
hills are perſons of better birth and education 


than the generality of trades- people.“ Vou 


miſapply that term, (teplied Lady Beaumont) 
bankers are conſidered in a different point of 


view from trades- people; *tis: true, many of 


them have been in buſineſs; but in general 'tis 


opulent merchants that ſettle themſelves in 


banking houſes; and, in London, you will find 
few more reſpeQable characters than ſome of 


the principal bankers and merchants :* I know. 
. tis very common in eſſay and novel writers to 


ridicule the citizens, and deſcribe them as vul- 
gar and uninformed ; but ſuch general indiſ- 
criminate cenſure is highly abſurc—ln ſo large 
a city, no doubt, there are many very low peo- 
ple, who, by induſtry, have acquired large for- 
tunes, and who, from want of education, and 
from confining their ideas wholly to the accu- 
mulation of wealth can never get the better of 
their vulgar habits: but perſons of that deſerip- 
tion generally aſſociate together, and very ſel- 
dom thruſt themſelves into good company.” 
| 985 « Well, 


— 
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% Well, (cried Sir William) I am quite charm- 
ed with Mr. Thoruhill and his ſiſter ; they are a 
little too grave, but, perhaps, when we are better 
acquainted, I ſhall find them more free —his 
attention was now ſolely engrofſed by the mul- 
titude of carriages. which conveyed their weary 
owners from the different places of amuſement ; 
places which, from a conſtant reſort to them 
every evening, had long loſt the power to 
charm, and were frequented from faſhion and 
habit more than from any pleaſure they could 
give ; (but at thoſe places they met with their 
acquaintance, they endeavonred by dreſs and 
ſhow to excite admiration in the one ſex and 
envy of the other ; they trifled away that time, 
which otherwiſe would have been given to ennut 
and reflections, which perhaps were ill adapted 
to afford tranquillity)—Sir William enjoyed 
much amuſement at a fight ſo novel, and his 
ſurpriſe was conſiderably encreaſed, when, on 
entering Stanhope- ſtreet, he found thoſe houſes, 
which in the morning looked deſerted, all ele- 
gantly lighted up; and one of the neighbours 
having a grand rout that evening, the ſtreet was 
crouded with carriages and ſervants. When 
they came home Lady Beaumont was highly 
gratified by finding a card from Sir Edward and 
Lady Stanley, who arrived in Town the. pre- 
ceding evening, nearly at the ſame time with 
their friends, had called at the door in the 
morning to know when Lady Beaumont was 
expected, and were greatly delighted to hear of 
her arrival. Now, my dear William, (ſaid 
her ladyſhip, when ſhe had peruſed the card;) 
you will have friends more capable of intro- 
ducing you. into life than myſelf few perſons 
are more reſpectable than the Stanleys ; perfeQ- 


ly acquainted with the town and every faſhion- 
able 
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able circle, yet accuſtomed to diſtinguiſh and! 
feleQ their acquaintance 3 with them you will 


enjoy every advantage of introduction a fond 


parent can deſire. «You are very good, my 
dear mother, to be ſo ſolicitous on my nd 
(replied Sir William) and J ſhall be happy to 
Profit by the acquaintance of Sir Edward ini 
Lady Stanley; and, if you Pleaſe, we will call 
on them in the morning.“ With all my 
heart, (returned her ladyſhip;) indeed, I be- 
lieve we fhall find it nepeſſarygto conſult Sir 
Edward in the choice of trades- people to mo- 
dernize us a little. Vou muſt provide yourſelf 
with ancther valet, I do not mean to diſcharge 
poor Andrew, but he is little acquainted with: 
the mode of dreſſing now obſerved, therefore 1 
fha!t- retain him more immediately | in my fervice,, 
and you muſt enquire for a more faſhionable at- 
tendant”'—When they ſeparated for the night, 
Sir William found ample ſcope for reflection on 
the occurrences of the day—every thing was 
new and wonderful, he could not conceive how 
people in bufineſs like the Thornhills ſhould: 
acquire that poliſh he obferved in their manners. 
he was charmed with Miſs Thornhill, and felt 
2a degree of envy when he viewed the brother 
and himſelt in a comparative ſcale; and inſtead 
of blaming himſelf for his want of attention to 
the leſſons of his tutor, he reflected, with ſome 
indignation, on his mother, for keeping him ſo 
Tong fecluded from the worle he reſolved now 
to make himſelf ample amends for the time he 
thought loſt, and anticipated the pleaſures: he 
expected to enjoy in a commerce with people ef 
faſhion. | 

Lady Beaumont, on the Feen was re- 
tracing with much ſatisfaction the reſult cf their 
- vikt to the city ; ſhe'was' equally charmed with 


Miſs 
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Miſs Thornhill, and thought, if it was poſſible 
to bring about an union between her and Sir 
William it would be productive of mutual hap- 
pineſs; ſhe was not blind to the defects of his 
education, but he had natural good ſenſe, his 
exterior was prepoſſefling, and though naturally 
haughty and paſſionate, he was at times both 
good · nat ured and generous; ſhe flattered her- 
ſelf, the company which the Stanleys would in- 
troduce him into, might poliſn his manners, 
correct the impetuoſity of his diſpoſition, and 
call forth thoſe virtues, which too great indul- 
gence had obſcured, but not entirely eradicated. 
Under theſe agreeable deluſions they both paſſed 
the night, and met in the morning with equal 
chearfulneſs; as early as faſhion would permit, 
they drove to Sir Edward Stanley's, and were 
received by him and his- lady with that affec- 
tionate politeneſs which communicates pleaſure 
and conciliates eſteem. Lady Stanley was in- 
finitely delighted that bety Beaumont was 
drawn from her retirement to mix with a world, 
wherein ſhe muſt ever be conſidered as an orna- 
ment; ſhe thought it high time too, that Sir 
William ſhould be initiated into thoſe cuſtoms 
and manners which folly and faſhion have ten- 
dered indiſpenſable obſervances in a young mari 
of rank and fortune; and both Sir Edward and 
herſelf tendered their ſervices to attend their 
friends to all public exhibitions worthy theit 
notice, and ſignified their hopes that the moſt 
unreſerved intimacy would ſubſiſt between the 
two families: —being ſo recently arrived in 
Town the Stanleys had no engagements,” and a 
propoſal was made and eagerly accepted by Sir 
William of going in the evening to the theatre, 
to ſee Mrs. Abington in Lady Jownley -I. ady 
Beaumont declined an invitation to dinner, but 
promiſed 


» 
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promiſed to join her friends at an early hour for 


the play —ir Edward, however, took her for 


to ſtrole in the park, whilſt the ladies went a 
ſhopping, as Lady Beaumont found her wardrobe. 
wanted many little faſhionable requiſites. 

The day happened to be uncommonly fine, 
and Hyde-park was graced with innumerable 
perſons of rank and faſhion in carriages, on 
horſeback, and on foot. A fight ſo novel threw 
Sir William into raptures—he gazed with ad- 
miration on the variety of beautiful objects that 
ſurrounded: him, and: unaceuſtomed to ſhuffle 
through a croud was every moment in danger 
of being run over. In their walk Sir Edward 
Stanley was acooſted by two gentlemen, whoſe 
eaſy careleſs manners proved their felf-conſe-- 
quence. *© Ha | Stanley, (ſaid one of them) I. 
rejoice to ſee you. - Well,, what news from: 
Bath?“ I know none, my lord, the ſame: 
dull infipid round of amuſements which never 
varics but permit me to introduce my friends. 
Sir William Beaumont, to your ip 
Sir William, this is Lord Stormer, and this 
Colonel Minors.” Mutual compliments hav- 
ing paſſed, they walked. altogether towards the 
Serpentine river. The lively remarks: and ſa - 


tyrical obſervations. made by theſe gay gentle- 
men could not farl of engaging the attention 


and admiration of one ſo little acquainted with 
faſhionable manners as Sir William, every thing 
he heard, every thing he ſaw, opened a new 
ſource of information and delight; whilſt his 
gay companions were not a little amuſed by that 
wonder and eagerneſs with which he-devonred: 
every paſſing objedt; they preſently: conceived 
acquaintance with him might prove a de- + 


=. 
15 . and Colonel Minors con- 
trived, 


4 
- 


- 
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trived to drop behind with Sir Edward, and re- 


ceived the wiſhed for -intcligence, that Sir 
William Beaumont was a country gentleman 
of large fortune, juſt come of age, and entirely 
a ſtranger to the Town: this was enough to 
redouble his attention and civility to his new 
acquaintance, and their intended viſit to the 
theatre being caſually mentioned, the Colonel 
propoſed being of the party, to the no ſmall de- 
light of Sir William, who felt much gratified 
by the politeneſs of Lord Stormer and the gay 
Colonel. —(they parted with apparent regrets. 
and a mutual promiſe of being early vifi- 
tors at Lady Stanley's— Sir Edward dropt 
his friend in Stanhope- ſtreet; and Sir William 
eagerly haſtened to acquaint his mother how 
highly he had been entertained. 


— — 
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CHAP. IV. 


MEN OF THE WORLD. 


Indi - 5 

ORD STORMER was: at. this deriod 
about thirty, and poſſeſſed an agreeable 
perion, with the air and manners of -a/gentle - 
man; it was his misfortunes to Joſe: his parents 
in his infancy, he was therefore à ſtranger to 
filial tenderneſs, nor ever experienced thoſe re- 
ciprocal ſweet emotions which nature implants 
in the boſoms of parents and children: (by his 
guardians he was placed at Weſtminſter ſchool, 
and in due time removed to college) where he 
was ſoon initiated into all thoſe vices, which, in 
ſpite of the maſter's care, are ſure to predomi- 
nate in all great ſeminaries: (at twenty he was 
fent to the Continent with a tutor,) or rather 
a companion, for he had long ſince got above 
being taught; this gentleman, whoſe finances 
were by no means ſuited to his education, nor 
indeed to his wants, knowing that his lordſhip 
would ſoon be of age, without any parents to 
fcrutinize into his improvements, or control his 
inclination, perfectly underſtood his own in- 
tereſt, which he conceived. muſt depend on 
gratifying his pupil in all his wiſhes; under tlie 
externals of good fenie and decorum of man- 
ners, he concealed a mean and ſelfiſh ſpirit, 
which could RK the future happineſs of his 
charge 
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charge to the hope of advancing his own for- 
tune. Alas, how few are there equal to the 
truſt of ſuperintending the education and morals 
of a young man of faſhion! ' The honeſt and 
liberal minded, who feel the neceſſity of per- 
forming their duty, too generally incur the 
hatred of the youth they wiſh to guide: fond 
miſtaken parents are. wrought, upon to think the 
preceptor rigid and auſtere; and a, ſtrict. obſer- 
vance of what he , conceives due from his ſitua- 
tion, terminates too often in à cold diſmiſſion 
from a thankleſs office: Whilſt the mean, 
ſupple,” ſuperſicial man, who can bend his mind 
to connive at the vices of His pupil, and flatter 
the foibles of the parents, is rewarded with pen- 


ſions, benchees, and the | friendſhip of thoſe 


whoſe morals he has helped to debaſz—Lord 
Stormer returned from the Continent to take 
poſſeſſion of a fine fortune, which his long mi- 
nority had redeemed from the mortgages his 
anceſtors prodigality had laid upon the eſtates; 
with a mind naturally frank, generous and un- 


ſuſpecting, he was fond of every diſſipation and 


ſpecies of amuſement which was held forth to a 
young man of faſhion; his companions were 
| ſele&ed from the gay and diſſolute; gallantry 
and gaming alternately filled up every hour; 
he had brought with him from ltaly a miſtreſs, 


whoſe beauty and voice, joined with a conſu- 


mate, ſhare of art, had entirely captivated his 


mind, and led him into ſuch extravagance to 
gratify her taſte for expenſive pleaſures, that his 


fortune, ample as it was, ſcarcely ſuſſiced for 
the enormous demands continually made by 
this lady, and the debts of honour, contraQted 
at the gaming table : the conſequence was, be- 
ing always involved in difficulties, which hourly 
encreaſed, until neceſſity obliged him to reſort 

a | to 
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to thoſe tables, in the mean hope of re- eſtab- 
liſhing the caſe of his own circumſtances by the 
ruin of others. 

Such was Lord Stormer when he was intro- 
:quced to Sir William Beaumont: a family con- 
nection, through the female line, with Sir Ed- 
ward Stanley, occaſioned a degree of at 
which otherwiſe would not have been ſought for 
by the laſt named gentleman. Colonel Minors 
had no fortune to depend upon, his father, a 
worthy reſpectable clergyman, had in the early 
part of his life been tutor to a nobleman, who, 
from his ſon's ſhewing a predileQion for the 
army, Preſented him with a pair of colours, and 
afterwards a lieutenancy—at the death of his 
Father the little he left being divided equally be- 
tween his mother, his fiſter and himſelf, the 
two former retired into the country to live fru- 
gally on their little income, whilſt the brother 
purchaſed a company in the guards; and, for a 
time, found his income ſufficient for his wants; 
but, unhappily for him, in that corps moſt of 
the officers were men of faſhion and fortune; 
he ſoon imbibed their manners, their pleaſures, 
their vices, and conſequently his pay was by no 
means competent to the expenſes he was drawn 
into t—at firſt he had recourſe to his mother for 
an occaſional ſupply ; but not being entirely 
deſtitute of feeling and humanity, he ſoon re- 
volted againſt the idea of involving hein pe- 
cuniary difficulties, which to him could he only 
a temporary relief: the gaming- table then was 
a neceſſary reſource——thither he flew to ſup- 
ply his wants; and, from habits, and neceſſi- 
ty, grew ſo much attached to play, that every 
| Honeſt generous principle his worthy father had 
endeavourcd to inculcate, was totall y:eradicated 
the gameſter is void of all principle, a”? 

| tender 
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tender feeling, every generous, humane ſenti- 

ment is given up; (and, like Aaron's rod, a 
paſſion for play, ſwallows up all other paſſions, 
and leaves only the deteſtable one of avarice.) 
Governed by this ruling paſſion, the Colonel no 
ſooner heard that Sir William Beaumont was a 
young man of large fortune, juſt launched into 
the world, than he eagerly ſought to cultivate 
an acquaintance, from which he hoped to de- 
rive many advantages. Sir Edward Stanley was 
really an amiable man, yet found himſelt often 
compelled. to; follow the lead of faſhion, 2 
ſometimes fre zent thoſe houſes eſtabliſhed for 


— 


the eres of play; hence he become ac- 

quainted with the Colonel, whoſe intimacy with 
his relation; occaſioned them often to meet in 
parties, though he by no means wiſhed to culti- 
vate an unreſerved intercourſe with.characters 
he could not [altogether approve : and when he 
returned to his lady, 4 mentioned their in- 
tion of joining her party to the theatre, ſhe 
earneſtly requeſted he would take an opportu- 
nity to develope their real characters to Sir 
William, “For I ſhould never forgive myſelt, 
(faid this amiable woman) if, through our means, 
he formed an intimacy with perſons ſo improper 
for a young man on his firft entrance into life.“ 
—Sir Edward aſſured her he would conform to 
her wiſhes, and have a tete 2 tete with Sir 
William the following morning. 
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XT an rarly. hour the company aſſembled 


at Lady Stanley's, Where; added to the 
engaged party, were a Mrs. and Mils:Rivers, 
the mother, a widow to a gentleman,who held 
a very lucrative place at court, but unhappily 


having a taſte for every faſhionable expence, 


lived up to the full gxtent of his income, and 
at his death, which Ws occaſioned by a violent 
blow from a tennis-ball, left his lady and one 


daughter of nineteen years of age, with the 


ſlender proviſion of two thouſand pounds, the 
mother's fortune, which had been . ſecured for 


the children.—With this trifle they retired, to a 


cheap village in Berkſhire, and boarded at a 


farm-houſe—the death of the perſon who man- 
aged their little affairs obliged Mrs. Rivers to 


come to London for a few days, and having 


called to pay their reſpects to Lady Stanley pre. 


vious to their quitting Town, ſhe had infiſted 
on their company to the theatre. This addition 
to the party was very acceptable to the gentle- 
men, for Miſs Rivers, without being a beauty, 
was a very pleaſing intereſting figure: the diſ- 
appointment of thoſe hopes ſhe once though: 
herſelf entitled to indulge, her removal from 
thoſe gay circles ſhe had been accuſtomed to 


ſhine 
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ſhine in, to a ſtill quiet village, with few other 
companions. than her books and muſic, had 
thrown a ſoft melancholy over her countenance, 
rien a kind of pathetic tone to her voice, 
into the heart, and procured her 
Won which a very agreeable unadorn- 
might otherwiſe have failed to excite 
gay and diſſipated. At the uſual hour 
all repaired to the theatre, and Sir Wil- 
liam, notwithſtanding his attention was much 
engazed by the novelty of the place, found 
means to place himſelf immediately behind Miſs 
Rivers, and although he was too great a novice 
to entertain her with the faſhionable chit-chat of 
the world, his particular, notice was not unob- 
ſeved by the mother and daughter, the former 
took an opportunity of making ſome cnquiries 
concerning him, and was well ſatißßed with the 
information ſhe gained Mean kim the curtain 
drew up and opened a Hew Word to the view 
of Sir William; the brilliancy ofthe houſe, 
the beauty of the ladies, and the%enchanting 
erformance of Mrs. Abington, diftea&ted his 
ideas, and divided his attention in ſugh'@ man- 
ner as plainly evinced to thoſe around him the 
whole was a ſcene of noveltr—3fter the firſt 
half hour, however, he began to he inſenſibly 
attached to the buſineſs on the ſtage, and was 
in raptures at the concluſion of every at. Co- 
lonel Minors, who had been ſometime enjoy- 
ing, what he thought his ridiculous enthuſi— 
aſm, freely flapping him on the ſhoulder, ex- 
claimed, By my foul, Sir William, you afford 
more entertainment to your neighbours than 
the play does | I preſume this is the firſt time 
you ever ſaw a play.” © It is, Sir,” returned 
Sir William, with ſome confuſion, looking a- 
round and perceiving many eyes rivetted on 
Vol. I. C him. 


S 
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him. „ By Heavens, then, envy, you; for 
my part IJ am ſo fick of a conſtant repetition of 
thoſe things that I ſcarcely ever look at the 
ſlage”—** To” what purpole then do you come 
here?“ 6 Merely to kill time, and. g 
pany, that's the chief inducement 24 
people, or the poor devils on the Wan 
play to empty boxes.” —Sir William orti— 
fied 5 he was delighted with his enterf ment, 
yet the idea of appearing ſingular, and incur- 
ring ridicule by his attention, hurt him; he 
looked at Mis Rivers, her eyes were evidently 
wandering round the houſe: Lord Stormer 
and Sir Edward Stanley ſeemed deeply engaged 
in converſation, and Lady Stanley was the only 
one of the party who appeared attentive 3 hap- 

y to find one perſon to countenance him, he 
ſhifted his ſeat and preſently got behind her and 
kis mother, determined that evening to ſatisfy 
his inclination for the play, that he might in 
future view ſuch- ſcenes with faſhionable indif- 
ference.— The after-piece, which happened to 
be a muſical one, drew the attention of the 
whole houſe; he was no longer fingular.— 
„ Delightful !—charming !—Divine creature! 
Encore, encore |” echoed through the thea- 
tre; when the favorite aQreſs ſung, a profound 
filence reigned in the houſe, and, he quickly 
obſerved, that good ſentences and excellent re- 
preſentations of the follies of mankind met with 
little regard or applauſe, whilſt ſounds, without 
ſenſe, threw every body into raptures: - but 
etwas the faſhion of the day to be muſically mad, 
and thoſe who were abſurd enough to prefer a 
rational entertainment to a flimſy opera, were 
poor infipid beings, without taſte or enthuſiaſm. 
—ir William watched Lord Stormer and the 


Colonel, and joined in the praiſes they beſtowed 
on 
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on Mrs. Billington, determined to copy as 
cloſely as poſſible the ſentiments and manners 
which, he ſaw were univerſally faſhionable. 
When the curtain dropt, the party prepared to 
ſep g Colonel Minors took Sir William by 
As you are a ſtranger to Town, 
re, I ſhall be happy to have the honor of 
Maintance, and introduce you to ſuch 
faſhionable circles as I am fure will afford you 
great pleaſure.” „ You do me honor, Colo- 

nel, (ſaid Sir William, bowing) I ſhall be at 
all times happy to attend you.“ “„ Well, then, 
(returned he, careleſsly,) I will breakfaſt with 
ou to-morrow at eleven.” Sir William was 
delighted with the freedom of this ſelf-invita- 
tion, and promiſed himſelf a world of pleaſure 
from an acquaintance ſo defirable. Lady Beau- 
mont finding Mrs. Rivers was in Green-ſtreet, 
politely offered to ſet her and her daughter 
down, and, from the natural benevolence of 
her diſpoſition, treated the ladies with peculiar 
marks of reſpect and attention, ſhe enquired 
what ſtay they made in Town, and expreſſed a 
wilh to be favored with their company in Stan- 
hope-ſtreet., Mrs. Rivers fett highly gratified 
by this invitation, which ſhe politely accepted, 
ſaying, her buſineſs would detain her a few 
days longer in London. After they were. ſet 
down, her ladyſhip and Sir William took a 
flight refreſhment}: ſhe aſked him how he had 
patſed the evening? „ With much pleaſure 1 
aſſure you, madam, as it has been the means 
of introducing me to the acquaintance of ſuch 
gentlemen as are capable of giving me the in- 
formation I wiſh, to obtain, reſpecting faſhions 
and the cuſtoms. of the world.” , 1 ſuppoſe 
you mean Lord Stormer and Colonel Minors, 
(replied ſhe;) of their Ares And morals 
2 I know 
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know nothing; though I ſhould ſuppoſe they 
are not unworthy your intimacy becauſe they 
viſit at Lady Stanley's: yet, my dear, if I may 


be permitted to adviſe, you ſhould bg gaptious 
of contracting an intimacy until: we heir 
charadters.— Dear madam, (int Sir 
William,) you are fo ſuſpicious, ca be- 
lieve Sir Edward Stanley would intro im- 


proper perſons to us; we are aſſured they are 
men of rank and faſhion, and 1 have not a 
doubt but their charadters are unexceptionable.” 
lle ſpoke this with an air ſo peremptory and 
pettiſh that Lady Beaumont thought proper to 
deſiſt from any further obſervations. | | 


C H A P VE 
A MODERN PARENT- 


HEN Mrs. Rivers and her daughter 
were retired to their apartment, the 
former aſked Anna, what ſhe thought of Sir 
William Beaumont; “ He is a very handſome 
man, (replied ſhe,) but I believe very little ac- 
uainted with the world.” So much the bet- 
ter, (ſaid Mrs. Rivers,) you know, Anna, how 
much we are reduced in point of circumſtances ; 
and tho? Lady Stanley, and a few others treat us 
with kindnels, yet we are compelled to confider 
their civilities as obligations, than which nothing 
| | | - 
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can be more mortify ing - now, with your perſon 
and accompliſhments, you have a right to ſet 
ſome value on yourſelf, and if I am not miſ- 
taken, Sir William Beaumont took very parti- 
cular notice of you; I ſhall therefore defer our 
return into the country, and cultivate the inti- 
macy which will naturally ariſe if we accept 
Lady Beaumont's invitation.“ Ah, (cried 
Miſs Rivers) 1 fear I have little chance of en- 
gaging Sir William's attention; he will be in- 


troduced into the gay world; and a girl whoſe 


attractions are not very brilliant, and who 18 
di veſted of all advantages from fortune and con- 
nection, can have little hopes of ſucceſs.” — 
© You are a ſimpleton, (cried her mother) and 
know nothing of the foundation of my expec- 
tations: this young man, I learned from Lady 
Stanley, has a very large fortune, has all his 
life been bred up in the country and therefore 
may be eaſily biaſſed by thoſe who think it worth 
their while to attempt gaining him. You have 
no fortune, *tis true, whilſt L live, and there- 
fore *tis neceſſary you ſhould endeavour to gain 


5 


a good ſettlement.— Undoubtedly, madam, 
(anſwered Anna) but I fear“ “ Fear nothing, 
(faid Mrs. Rivers pettiſhly) you have a very 
good perſon, child, you dance and play well, 
and, if you manage your cards properly, I 
have little doubt of your ſucceſw—pay him 
much attention, find out his favorite ſubjeQs, 
accord with: his ſentiments, and, my, life for it, 
u will ſoon become a favorite.“ Mils Rivers, 
who had unhappily from her inta:.cy+ been 
brought up in a line of d.fſipation, by an im- 
prudent mother, who had early taught her eve- 
ry bleſſing of life depended on riches, and that 
beauty and a few ſuperficial. accompliſhments 
were all that were neceſſary to recommend a 
| young 
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young girl to the notice of the world, had, on 
the death of her father, experienced the ſevereſt 
mortification unable to figure in thoſe gay 
eireles which his ſituation had entitled her to 
enter, treated with coldneſs by her equals and 
with contempt by her ſuperiors, ſhe felt every 
diſtreſs which humbled pride and a conſcious 
inferiority of fortune could produce. Without 
any reſources within themſelves to procure 
amuſement, or enable them to employ their 
hours profitably. The mother and daughter re- 
tired to a-fmall village to brood over their mis- 
fortunes, and regret thoſe days of ' pleaſure 
which ſeemed for ever fled. IE IS 
Te imprudent parents who throw away thofe 
hours on idle frivolous amuſements hich ſhould 
be dedicated to the inftruQion of your rifin 
offspring, who fill their heads with vanity, a 
neglect to ſtore their minds with wiſdom and 
goodneſs, who in the hour of adverſity, to 
which all are ſubject, can have no retroſpeR to 
afford a gleam of comfort; but, conſcious that 
by imprudence you have invited forrow and re- 
morſe, and that you have endeavoured, by idle 
dreams and viſionary hopes, to ſubdue reflection 
and build up eaſtles which have no foundation; 
what recompence can you make to thoſe unfor- 
tunate beings whoſe educations you have ne- 
glected, and on whom you have entailed miſery 
in this life, and a dreadful proſpect hereafter, 
from the omiſſion of thoſe duties it was your 
buſineſs to ſee performed ! ' | ay 
The unforturiate Anna Rivers had been bred 
in the ſchool of vanity, and had too deeply 
imbibed the pernicious maxims of the gay 
world, who hold nothing contemptible but po- 
verty, and confider riches as a- paſſport into 
the beſt company, and an equivalent for the 
„ ; deficiency 
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deficiency of birth or merit. She was eaſily 
perſuaded thereſore to ſecond the views of her 
imprudent mother, and plan ſchemes for ſedu- 
eing the affections of Sir William Beaumont. 
The very next morning was fixed on to pay 
their viſie to Lady Beaumont, and the interme- 
wn time employed in regulating their future 
plans. | | PRES 


* : - 4 
—  — 
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THE CONSEQUENCES Of jupe 
5 e MENT, t 


1 following morning at the appointed 

hour Colonel Minors appeared at Sir 
William Beaumont's breakfaſt table, and Lady 
Beaumont chooſing to have her tea in her 
dreffing room, the new friends had a tete à 
Fete" Tis aſtoniſhing Sir Wilham, (faid the 
Colonel) that you ſhould have lived ſecluded | 
from London ſo many years and received home 
education; why, you muſt be rather a novice 

in the manners and cuſtoms. of the great world.“ 
* Entirely ſo; I have no acquaintance in 
London but the Stanleys and a Mr. and Miſs 
Thornhill in the city, to whom my »10ther in- 
-troduced' me two days ago.” —** In the 2 | 
IBID. What 
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what could induce her ladyſhip to form city ac- 
quaintances ?. take my word for it they are no- 
body at this end of the Town; you want far 
different intimates : * pardon my freedom, Sir 
William, but you have been fo long ruſticated 
that *tis neceſſary to cultivate the acquaintance 
of young men of faſhion, who can give you the 
- poliſh which is requiſite to make a figure in po- 
lite circles.” © Indeed, Colonel, I am very 
fortunate in my introduction to you, (replied 
Sir William,) I have ſeen none more capable 
than yourſelf of giving the lead to my future 
improvements, and I feel much obliged by your 
very friendly intentions.“ —“ It will afford me 
great pleaſure to be of ſervice to you; (anſwer- 
ed the Colonel) ſuppoſe we ſtep into St. James's- 
ſtreet to look over the papers, take a turn or 
two in the Mall, then have our horſes and go 
to Hyde-park, which will fill up the hours till 
dreſſing time.—Aprefos ; ſuppoſe you dine with 
me, Lord Stormer, and a few friends, at the 
Thatched-houſe;“ „ J ſhould like it of all 
things, (ſaid Sir William,) but my mother, 
perhaps, might not be pleaſed, and your friends 
might think me an intruder ;. O, as to the 
latter part of your apprehenſion, 1 can do it 
away at once, by engaging that. my friends will 
think themſelves obliged to me for the intro- 
duction , the former, indeed, I can ſay nothing 
to: he then added, with a ſmile rather border- 
ing on contempt, „ but if your mother meant 
to hold you ſtill in leading firings ſhe had better 
kept you in the country for life. This ſar- 
caſm had its effect, Sir William's pride took 
fire, the impetuoſity of his temper returned,. 
and riſing inſtantly, „“ you, are right Colonel, 
(cried he,) ſurely my mother has no title to 
control my actions now; and this day I ſhall 

| dedicate- 
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dedicate to ,you:”——** You. do me honor, and 
pleaſure, (returned the artful Minors :) let us 
then be going.”— The gentlemen. immediately 
fallied forth ;——ſome little time after, Lady 
Beaumont came down ſtairs,. and enquiring for 
her ſon, was ſurpriſed to find he was gone out 
without paying her the compliment of the 
morning; ſhe felt hurt at this little mark of 
diſreſpe, but ſuppoſing he might be gone to 
Sir Edward Stanley's, was not uneaſy at his 
abſence -in the courſe of the morning ſhe re- 
ceived a viſit from Mrs. and Miſs Rivers, the 
compaſſion ſhe felt for Mrs. Rivers's. fituation' 
induced her to treat them with the higheſt po- 
liteneſs and civility, and as Mrs: Rivers took 
occaſion to obſerve her buſineſs would oblige hier 
to a longer reſidence in Town, Lady Beaumont' 
warmly invited them to a frequent repetition of- 
their viſits. and, before they ſeparated, to the 
no ſmall delight of the arttuf Mrs: Rivers, they 
were engaged to ſpend the following day but 

one, in Stanhope-ſtreet.. N, 
Diſappointed in not finding Sir William at 
home they hurried to Lady Stanley's, ſhe was 
from home likewife,« they then directed their 
ſteps to Hyde-park,. and very ſoon recognized 
the gentleman they ſought+ for, with Colonel 
Minors, and two or-three' others of equal merit 
and faſhion—the gentlemen ſceing the ladies 
unattended, delivered their horſes: to the ſer- 
vants and joined in their walk—dby: accident 
Sir William was placed next Miſs Rivers, ſhe- 
made the moſt of the advantage by paying him 
the greateſt attention, coincided with hisopi- 
nions, praiſcd the juſtneſs of his remarks, and 
declared there was peculiar pleaſure in accom- 
panying a gentleman in his firſt view of the 
world who was capable of ſuch judicious ob- 
C 3: ſervations: 


William's attention; he began to co 


would be confined to her; but, nevertheleſs, 


3 ERRORS Or EDUCATION. 
fervatjons :=in this manner” ſhe enga d Sir 
115 


er her 
petſon, which was really very pleafing, and ſet 
7 Lan ocker aden bag ; Fre thooeht her 
beautiful, ſenſible and entertaining, ſhe flatter- 
ed his ſe:f-conſequence, which had received a 
conſiderable check fince his being in London, 
and to be approved by a young lady, elegant 
and faſhionable as Miſs Rivers, was a diſtinction 
which gave him much pleaſure and engaged his 
gratitude.— After walking a conſiderable time, 


the gentlemen conducted the ladies home, but 


not before a party was made for the play in the 
evening.-Sir William returned home to dreſs, 
not a little delighted with his morning enter- 
tainment, which had prolonged the time till 
four o'clock—l ,ady Beaumont's accuſtomed din- 
ner hour :—ſhe was waiting his return with 


- fome degree of impatience, when ſhe heard his 


voice” calling for his ſervant to dreſs him ſhe 
was a littte ſurpriſed that he had not looked in 
upon her firſt, as ſhe had not ſeen him all day, 
and therefore, ſent to acquaint him dinner was 


* 


ready to he ſerved up, and that ſhe would wy 


_ excuſe his undreſs rather than have it ſpoi 


Judge her ſurpriſe, when the ſervant returned 
with his maſter's compliments, and that he was 
engaged to dine with Colonel Minors, but 
would call in and fee her when he was drefſed | 


 — [honderfirack with ſuch a meſſage; ſhe was 


very little capable of compoling herſelf to dine ; 
tlie little ſhe had ſeen of Colonel Minors did 
not recommend him to her favor; and he 
appeared one of the faſt men ſhe ſhould have 
Wilhed for a companion to her fon 5 yet he was 
feeeived' by the Stanleys, and ſhe might judge 
erroneouſl /; ſhe could not expect Sir William 


ſhe 


— 
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ſhe” might have ſuppoſed he would not have 

formed any engagement to dine out without 

previouſly 2cquainting her with the invitation. 

Theſe unpleaſant reflections were interrupted” 

by the entrance of Sir William, who approach- 

ed het with ſome little confuſion, from a con- 
ſciouthefs of having not paid her his cuſtomary 
attention that day.“ Good morning to you, 

| William, 1 hope you have ſpent an agreeable 9 
morning. — Pray how do the Stanleys do?“ „1 
don't know, indeed, (replied he, in a. careleſs. 
manner ;) , I have not ſeen them“ —“ No lo 
Then with whom Rave you ſpent ſo long a 
mot ning, and made an engagement to dinner“ 

i « With Colonel Minors : we have been in 
e T dine with him and ſome other 
young meln of faſhion, at the Thatched-houſe - ; 
in St. James'seſtteet. “ "Ah, William, your 

intimates ate very ſoon choſen, and with your 

uſual impetuofity, without enquiring how far 

Colonel Minors and thoſe young men of faſhion 

may deſerve your attention. *==** Why really, 

We eee don't think it neceſſary to 

go from houſe to houſe to enquire their characters, 
as you would do in the 'country when about to 
lite a ſervant.” And yet, (ſaid ſhe) of how 
much more conſequenct is. it to be cautious in 
the company you ſelect than in hiting a ſer- 
vant; who, at worſt,” can only injure your pro- 
perty, whilſt men of bad morals. may irrepara - 
bly deſtroy your peace of mind. Well, Ma- 
dam, (anſwered he Witk a haughty Ar,) it will 
be time enough to give up, my acquatntance - 
when 1 am convineed” of thelr unworthineſs ; - - 
at preſent I entertain, no fuch apprefienfions.”— 
He then tock leave, with ' cold” civility; and 
haſtened to his appointment. , For ſome time 
after he leſt her, Lady Beaumont felt the moſt 
poignant 
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poignant uneaſineſs—all the evils ſhe had appre- 
hended ſeemed realized; it appeared of the 
higheſt conſequence to inveſtigate the character 
of Colonel Minors ; and, notwithſtanding the 
very unfaſhionable hour, ſhe ordered her car- 
riage and drove to Lady Stanley's.—That lady 
had juft riſen from her dinner, and was rather 
ſurpriſed at ſuch an early viſit, though always 
happy to ſee Lady Beaumont, who apologiſed: 
for breaking in upon her ſo abruptly, and then, 
without ceremony opened the buſineſs which 
brought her there. 3 — * 
« New to the world, my dear Lady Stanley, 
poor William is in danger of being the dupe 
of the firſt artful men who ſhall engage bis in- 
cli nations in their favor; his ſudden violent at- 
tachment to Colonel Minors makes me uncaſy, 
yet, X ſhould hepe without any cauſe; for, as 
he is admitted a viſitor to your ladyſhip, I ſup-. 
poſe he is worthy of the diſtinction; but to 
ſpeak candidly, I wiſh to know his chatacter 
from you.” ö Indeed, my dear madam, (re- 
plied Lady Stanley) Lam much concerned that. 
an accidental meeting in the park ſhould, have. 
introduced him to Sir William's. acquaintance ;. 
he is certainly a diſſipated man, and not by any. 
means a fit companion for him; unfortunately- 
he is too intimate with Lord Stormer, who be- 
ing related to our family ſometimes calls in, and 
has once or twice brought. the. Colonel with; 
Lim.” Ah! (ſaid Lady Beavmont,) tis. as I 
feared :- an intimacy with that man will ruin, 
my ſon: ſtranger as he is to the vices and de- 
ceits of manking,, he will judge from falfe ap- 
pearances, and. be captivated. by thoſe, various. 
amuſements.ſo-difficult_to be withſtood by. the, 
young and unwary.” «1 fear, my dear Lady. 
Beaumont, (replied Lady Stanley) Sir wha 
_ | . will: 
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will find many tutors in this great Town equal- 
ly qualified for the office as Colonel Minors ; I 
have, however, deſired Sir Edward to develope, 
as far as he prudently can, bis character to your 
ſon, and to give him a little advice in a friendly 
manner—'tis a delicate point, and muſt be 
managed accordingly z but you will pardon me 
for obſerving, that it will be better to take no 
notice at preſent of his purſuits, leſt you ſhould 
make him reſerved in his communications, and 
lefſen that affeQion he. appears to; have: for ſo 
good a parent; beſides, your filence will throw 
2 greater weight in the obſervations of Sir Ed- 
ward; gently to wean him from improper con- 
nections muſt be our plan—harſh methods, in- 
dependent as he is, would too probably encreaſe 
the evil.“ Lady Beaumont warmly acknow- 
ledged her ſenſe. of this kind advice, which ſhe 
determined. imphcitly to follow; and, after ſit- 
ting an hour or two took leave, as Lady Stanley 
had an engagement on her hands-for the even- 
ing. Lady Beaumont returned home, and 
eagerly waited for her ſon's appearance. The 
next day was appointed for the return of the 
Thornhills vifit, and as the ſuppoſed Mr. Thorn- 
hill would be with her early in the morning to. 
ſettle ſome buſineſa, previous to his ſiſter's com- 
ing, ſhe amuſed, herſelf by looking over papers 
and getting every thing in order, to ſaye lime 
and trouble. | | 
Sir William was conducted by Colonel Mi- 
nors to the 'Thatched-houſe, Lord Stormer and 
ſeveral other young men of faſhion: were already 
there; they received Sir William with the ute 
molt freedom and politeneſs ; an excellent Uip 
ner, and. a free circulation, of the glaſs inſp ig, 
the company with the higheſt: ſpirits z, and - 
thouſand: brilliant ſallies and pleaſant repartees 
paſſed 
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_ paſſed amongſt them; and when the dinner. 
party broke up, and Colonel Minors reminded 
Sir William of their engagement in Green- 
ſtreet, it was with extreme reluctance he quitted 
ſuch delightful companions, nor was he ſuffered 
to depart until he had engaged to ſup there the 
following evening. They then repaired to the 
ladies who impattently waited for them. Mils 
Rivers's marked attention and the great com- 
plaiſance of Mrs. Rivers towards Sir William 
did not fail to engage the obſervation of the 
Colonel, who'preſently developed their ſcheme, 
and ſaw the train laid to catch the affections of 
the Baronet, this plan it was his intereſt to dif- 
concert: if Sir William became attached to 
Miſs Rivers, all his deſigns would prove abor- 
tive; he cafily penetrated into the vie ws of Mrs. 
Rivers, but he had taken a fancy to the Baro- 
net's eſtate himfelf, and therefore was bound to 


prevent an artful ambitious mother and a young 
extravagant daughter from depriving him of ſo 
conſiderable a booty; he reſolved carefully to 
watch, and as much as poſſible to countera& 
their deſigns. The play that evening was Ro- 


meo and Juliet, Miſs Rivers, who was ſeated 
by Sir William, appeared much intereſted in 
the piece; ſhe fighed, languiſned, and uttered 
her ſentiments of the performance in ſuch a 
melting tone, and accompanied her words with 
ſuch tender glances, that her companion found 
himſelf irreſiſtibly engaged, he gazed on her 
with tenderneſs and delight, thoaght her the 
moſt charming female in the world ; and when 
the entertarhment was over, and the ladies fafe- 
conducted home, he withſtood all the ſolici- 
Wow of the Colonel to ſup at à tavern, more 
From an earneſt defire to reflect on the pleaſures 
of the evening, and the charms of Mifs Rivers, 
than 
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than from anxiety to relieve the uneaſy mind of 
his mother, who nevertheleſs, had ſpent the 
evening in the moſt cruel uneaſineſs. Affection 
had ſo much got the better of her reſentment 
ſhe felt at his behaviour in the morning, that at 
his entrance ſhe received him with tranſports— 
he very readily acquainted her with the tranſ- 
actions of the day, and ſhe was not a little pleaſ- 
ed to find he had been with Mrs. Rivers and 
her daughter, of whom ſhe entertained the high- 
eſt opinion: he reminded him of the Thorn- 
hills viſit the enfuing day, and it being a late 
hour they ſeparated with mut dal ſatisfaction. Sir 
William could not ſleep, he found full employ- 
ment for his thoughts in reviewing the tranf- 
actions of the day: the company he had dined 
with were models worthy his imitation, and he 
reſolved to copy their manners and acquire 
their eaſe and good breeding, which he perceive 
ed was abſolutely neceſſary to obtain the repu- 
tation of a man of faſnhion.— Miſs Rivers next 
appeared to his imagination the moſt lovely of 
her ſex, her ſenſe and ſweetneſs of diſpoſition 
were enchanting, he longed ſor the morning 
that he might pay his compliments to her, and 
was delighted with his good fortune in having, 
ſo ſoon after his arrival in Town, been intro- 
duced to company and companions ſo defire- 
able. Such are the pleaſing and delufive reve- 
ries of young people, who, without judgment 
fufficient to penetrate into real characters, are 
caught by externals, and having their ſelf con» 
ſequence gratified by the apparent attention they 
meet with from the artful and deſigning of bath. 
fexes, find too much pleaſure in the illuſion, to 
wiſh * for better information, and ſeek for every 
occahion to juſtify an early prepoſſeſſion, which 
too often gives the colour to their future days. 


CHAP. 


ERRORS OF: EDUCATION. 


MUTUAL- DECEPTION: 


EFORE Sir William had finiſhed his break- 
faſt, his dear friend, the Colonel, preſent- 

ed himſelf: to attend his morning excurſions, 
and in fact, to prevent any ſete à tete, between 
His pupil and Miſs Rivers —without the Jeaft 
ſuſpicion of his views Sir William received him 
with the warmeſt aeknowledgments for his kind. 
attention, and they ſoon ſallied forth to Green- 
ſtreet.Artful people quickly read- each other; 
Mrs. Rivers was by no means pleaſed to ſee the 
Colonel, he was too knowing to be taken in, 
and ſhe dreaded his influence over his compa» 
nion; twas neceſſary, however, to be civil, and 
as Miſs Rivers had. already received instructions 
to attach herſelf to the Baronet; the old. lady 
_ addreſſed all her politeneſs. to the Colonel, which 
was to anſwer the double purpoſe of keeping his 
attention engaged and giving opportunities for 
a: particular con verſation to the others; which 
was extremely well ſupported by the young 
tady; to the mo ſmall delight of her auditor.—- 
Mutic being nen, mentioned, Miſs was 
ordered 
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ordered to ſing the laſt new ſongs ; ſhe lament- 
ed, that being in lodgings. there was no harpſi- 
chord, but added, that if- buſineſs Hu, haf pen 
to detain them any time in Town, ſhe mult 
certainly: hire one, however, ſhe would ſing 
thoſe airs, as well as ſhe could, as ſhe made it a 
rule to comply with her mother's wiſhes ; and to 
ber requeſt ſhe appealed as an excuſe for the little 
entertainment her voice could afford ; after this 
well-timed apology ſhe began, and having really 
a very pretty voice and ſome taſte, the gentle- 
men were in raptures, n Sir Wilham, 
who had not been in the hahits of hearing ſongs 
ſo well executed, his praiſes therefore were warm 
and extravagant, and highly gratified the ladies. 
Afier a very long viſit a walk was propoſed, 
which Sir William very unwillingly was oblig- 
ed to decline, his mother having requeſted he 
would be at home to receive Mr. Thornhill, 
and tranſa& the buſineſs; neceflary to be ſettled, 
now he was of age, The Colonel was diſap- 
pointed of his company at dinner, and the la- 
dies not pleaſed at his ſecluſion for the remain- 
der of the day—hne lamented the diſagreeable en- 
gagement, but bid the Colonel depend on ſee- 
ing him at night, invited him to meet the ladies 
the following day to dine with his mother, and 
aſſured the latter he would wait on them early 
to conduct them to Stanhope-ſtreet—they then 
ſeparated,” the ladies entertaining the moſt ſan- 
guine hopes of ſucceſs, the Colonel determined 
to counteract their views, and Sir William quite 
intoxicated with love and admiration of Miſs 
Rivers. On his return home, he found Sir 
Edward Stanley, who warmly complained of his 
neglect, and reminded him of his wiſh to be 
ſerviceable to him, and introduce him to a wor- 
thy ſet of acquaintance ; the Baronot made a 
| contuſed 
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confuſed apology, adding, he was greatly in- 
debted to him for the pleaſure of an agreeable 
acquaintance in Colonel Minors.—“ Indeed you 
are not; (faid Sir Edward,) I certainly never 
meant to introduce the Colonel to an intimacy 
with you $ my knowledge of him is very fleti- 
der, and ſuch as it is it would not warrant me 
- to wiſh him the ure of a friend of mine.“ 
— Why not, Sir? (replied Sir William,) I 
apprehend there is a very friendly intereourſe be- 
tween the Colonel and your relation Lord Stor- 
mer. “, There is ſoz; yet, not withſtandin 
1 this, Ithink him much too gay and HMpated 
| te be a valuable acquaintance. Men who have 
: i lived long in the world are frequently thrown 
9 into ſociety by no means deſirabſe, you have in 
L that reſpe& ſome advantages j new to the Town 
you are at liberty to chooſe your companions, 
and if you will profit by the experience of a 
man ſome years older than yourſelf, and permit 
| me to point out ſome worthy perſons to your 
8 knowledge, I think you will have no reaſon to 
repent the truſt repoſed in me.” You are 
very obliging, Sir, (anſwered Sir William cold. 
Iy;) I ſhall be happy to be known to your 
friends.” Sir Edward Stanley had too much 
good ſenſe to preſs the point any farther then, 
or to appear offended at the other's reſerve; - af- 
ter a little common-place chat, he took leave; 
and Sir William retired to dreſs, much diſpleaſ- 
ed at Stanley's obſervations, and ſcarcely able 
to recover his temper before the arrival of Mr. 
, Thornhill; about two hours adjuſted the bufi- + 
neſs they had to tranſact, and every thing was 
fettled to their mutual ſatisfaction. The arrival 
of Miſs Thornhill gave Lady Beaumont infinite 
pleaſure, for ſhe had conceived a very warm 
eſteem for that young lady from the little ſhe 
15 had 
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had ſeen of her diſpoſition, which ſeemed cal- 
culated to invite attention, and never to diſap- 
point the expectations formed of her but far 
different were the ſentiments of Sir William 
from thoſe he had at firſt entertained of this 
worthy brother and ſiſter the contraſt between 
them and the Colonel and Miſs Rivers, was in- 
deed very ſtriking, there, all was gaicty, wit, 
and freedom, here, was ſweetnefs, and good 
ſenſe, mixed with a proper decorum. - When 
firſt introduced to the Thornhills Sir William 
was aſtoniſhed at their politeneſs, but now there 
appeared a ſtiffneſs, an undeſcribeable ſome- 
thing wanting, to give them that eaſe and poliſh 
ſo conſpicuous in he others: in ſhort, he could 
eſteem and reſpe& them, but they were no 
longer entitled to his admirationz there were 
others ſtill more perfect, and though he allowed 
Miſs Thornhill to be very pleafing and accom- 
pliſhed, her attractions bore no degree of compa - 
riſon with the charming Miſs Rivers and the 
elegant Colonel. Lady Beaumont ſaw with in- 
finite pain, that Sir William paid very flight at- 
tention to her worthy gueſts, and when ſhe 
preſſed them to finiſh the evening there, he nei- 
ther joined in the requeſt nor expreſſed any re- 
gret at parting—he promiſed foon to accompany 
his mother in a return of the viſit, but the air 
of indifference with which he ſpoke, evidently 
proved it would afford him little pleaſure. _ 

The moment their carriage drove off, he took 
up his hat““ Are you going out, William?“ 
ſaid her ladyſhip, with much ſurpriſe, ** Yes, 
madam ; I am engaged to meet Lord Stormer, 
Colonel Minors and ſome others this evening at 
the Thatched-houſe.” „Upon my word, (re- 
plied ſhe,) you make good uſe of your time; 
not a week in Town, and already to have ac-" 


quired 
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quired: ſuch a ſet of faſhionable acquaintance 5 
you will rub off the ruſt of a country education: 
however, (added ſhe, with a more ſerious 
air,) I flatter myſelf, my dear fon, you will ne- 
ver he drawn into gaming parties; you know ſo 
little of all kinds of games, of either ſkill or 
chance, that I hope you will not run the hazard 
of .being duped by the more knowing ones.” 
do not intend it, (replied he,) but 'tis ne- 
ceiſary | ſhould mix alittle with the world, 
and I am certainly obliged to thoſe gentlemen 
for their civilities.” He then made a low cool bow 
and walked off haſtily to his engagement. — He 
found the company all aſſembled, though it was 
an early hour: Lord Stormer and one of the 
party were'engaged with the dice Box, another 
ſet was at a whiſt table ; the Colonel with two 
others were amuſing themſelves with obſerving 
the game, and now and then betting a trifle : 
—In Sir William's entrance he was received 
with general ſatisfaction, and like the others 
for ſome time was diverted by the players.— 
«© Do you underſtand whiſt ?” (aſked the Colo- 
nel in a careleſs way) “ Very little (ſaid Sir 
William), „that's zuft the caſe with me and 
theſe two gentlemen, we have not ſkill ſuffici- 
ent to oppoſe our friends here, but I am tired 
of looking on, and ſince we are much on a par 
as to the knowledge of whiſt ſuppoſe we play a 
ſingle game to paſs the time 'till their rubber 
is finiſhed.” —Sir William heſitated, his mother's 
caution occurred to him, „ Nay, (ſaid the Co- 
lonel) 'tis wholly indifferent to me,” „and to 
me,” added one of the others, ** pho, (ſaid the 
third,) to what purpoſe ſtand idling here? we 
can't talk and may as well throw away our time 
with the cards for half an hour.” As the other 
two aſſented, Sir William had not reſolution to 

give 
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give a denial, and cards were immediately call- 
ed for — How many are the unfortunates of both 
ſexes who owe their fuin to that imbecility of 
mind, that irrefolution which prevents their 
declining. propofals their hearts do not aſſent to! 
— Without any opinion of their own, or, it 
they have an opinion, without fortitude to ſup- 
port it againſt perſuaſion, or, perhaps ridicule ; 
they ſubmit their judgment to the caprice of 
others, and are imperceptibly, againſt their rea- 
ſon, drawn into errors, nay, often into vices, 
from which they would at firſt have ſhrunk 
with horror—how neceſſary is it, therefore, to 
direct young mindsgn the choice of their com- 
panions, and, by ealy diſplaying the folly of a 
weak judgment and the various artifices of man- 
kind, teach them tojudge with deliberation, and 
never blindly. follow the lead of cthers, or give 
up an opinion, juſtly founded, where either ho- 
nour or happineſs is concerned. Sir Wihiam 
Beaumont had at this time no fondneſs for play, 
his mother's admonition was not forgot, yet, 
unwilling to diſappoint others, particularly the 
Colonel, to whom he conceived himſelf fo much 
obliged, he acquieſced, and ſeated himſelf at 
the table: they cut, and a Mr. Morton was 
allotted for his partner they played the firſt 
game only for a guinea, Sir William won; the 
next game the ſtakes were doubled, and, in 
ſhort, after ftting three hours Sir William aroſe 
From the table in high ſpirits, near fifty guineas 
in pocket, and praiſed by the whole party for 
his ſkill and knowledge of the game—clated 
with his good fortune, and gratified by the com- 
pliments he received, he paſſed the evening in 
ſuch high good humour, and was fo delighted 
with his companions, that he very readily ac- 
corded with their requeſt to mect them the fol- 
lowing 
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| lowing evening at Brooks's. It was between 
three and four in the morning when he. return» 
ed home; poor Andrew who had ſat up with 
his valet, was in the utmoſt anxiety, nor could 
be perſuaded but ſome terrible accident muſt 
have happened to his maſter; the valct-ridiculed 
his fears, and aflured him no man of: faſhion 
ever entered bis bouſe till day light: and that 
even a ſober citizen, when the buſineſs of the 
day was over, -repaired to ſome tavern or coffee- 
houſe and regaled, himſelf till two or three in 
the morning. Andrew lifted up his hands and 
pathetically lamented that his dear lady ſhould 
ever have brought maſter and himſelf to ſuch 
a vile place, where they turned day into night. 
Sir William's arrival put an end to his cares, 
and he very readily obeyed. the order which ſent 
him to bed. This one fatal evening had done 
irreparable miſchief, it had'inſpired the Baronet 
with a fondneſs for play, and a confidence in. 
his own ſkill ; always ſatisfied with himſelf, his 
vanity received abundance of gratification: from 
the praiſes of others; he now began to live; 
leaſures aſſailed him on every fide ; the morn- 
ings he would divide between Miſs Rivers and 
Hyde-park, the evenings he ſhould devote to 
his noble friends; and to follow their lead he 
conceived to be the road to happineſs: he re- 
ſigned himſelf to ſleep under the pleaſing illu- 
ſion of being a happy man. When the morn— 
ing was far advanced Lady Beaumont ſent to 
know if he was well. Being diſturbed by the 
ſervant and informed it was paſteleven o'clock, he 
threw. on his cloaths and prepared to attend his 
mother; at this moment deceit under the maſk 
of prudence ſuggeſted. to him, it was neceſſary 
to.conceal the tranſactions of the preceding even- 
ing from his parent: that ſingle moment decided 
his 
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his fate; the inſtant he could reſolve to deceive 
a mother, and conſcious. that he acted contrary 
to her wiſhes, ſubmit, to the meanneſs of falſe- 
"hood and diſkmulation, that, juſtant he forfeit- 
ed honour, integrity and every, virtue. Unfor- 
tunate young man, he, knew not that in de- 
ceiving his beſt, his only friend, he gave him- 
ſelf up to folly, vice and bitter remorſe}, . 
Lady Beaumont received, him with a tender 
air, and, faintly ſmiling, “Did I not tell you | 
William (ſaid ſne,) you would ſoon; grow ; a@e L 
cuſtomed to late hours? Yet, my dear ſon, I | 
hope you do not often. intend. to repeat theſe 
irregularities; ſuch hours, to one always in the 
habits of riſing early, will moſt. certainly injure 
your health, and I can conceive no pleaſures as 
deſerving ſuch a ſacrifice.— Pray, may I aſk 
how you ſpent your evening?“ —“ We ſupped 
a pretty large party in St. James's-ſtreet, and 
had ſome very good. ſongs which engaged our 
attention; the hours flew away, and we had 
no conception it was ſo late.” This was the 
firſt deliberate falſehood he had endeavoured to 
impoſe on his mother—he ſpoke, with hefitati- 
on, and bluſhed as he ſpoke : ſhe obſerved his 
conſuſion, and though a little alarmed as ſup- 
poſing he had not ſpoke the awbele truth, pru- - 
dently changed the ſubject, rightly conceiving 
a young man at his time of life would not be 
pleaſed with being too ſtrictly interrogated : ſhe 
aſked him to take the carriage at a proper hour 
and accommodate Mrs. Rivers and her daugh- 
ter. I feel, ſaid this wortay woman, a-particu- 
lar. reſpect and compaſhon for them, perſons 
accuſtomed to figure in the firſt cireles, always 
in the habits of company and amuſements, by 
one fatal ſtroke cut off at once from every en- 
joyment, and at a time friendly intercourſe was 
more 
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more than ever neceſſary to alleviate forrow ; 
* thrown among ftrangers, obliged to contract 
their expences and retire wholly within them- 
ſelves, what fituation can be more afflictive? 
and how incumbent is it on every generous 
mind to reconcile them to their fate by double 
kindneſs and attention!“ * | think as you do, 
my dear madam, (faid the Baronet ;) but 'tts 
ſtrange from fo very lucrative a place as I have 
been told Mr. Rivers enjoyed, he could fave 
nothing for his amiable family. “ There is 
nothing ſurpriſing in that, (replied ſne:) Mr. 
Rivers was a gay diſſipated man, and unfortu- 
nately had a violent fondneſs for play; his lady 
was brought up in the ſame habits—no idea of 
economy ever entered their head: - conſequent- 
ly they very ſoon run thro' their private fortune 
and lived to the height, indeed beyond their 
income: ruin, therefore, was inevitable; and 
had Mr. Rivers lived longer, in all probability 
a ſuſpenſion of the diſtreſs they now ſuffer would 
have been all they could have hoped for—alas ! 
(continued Lady Beaumont) how many worthy 
families are ruined by ſplitting on the ſame 
rock! ſla ves to appearances, they endeavour to vie 
with each other in their expences; and as, with 
prudence and economy, a ſmall fortune will 
enable people to live reſpe ctably, ſo the largeſt 
income will be found inſufficient to ſupply ex- 
travagancies and artificial wants; and when a 
fondneſs for gambling is added to other follies, 
what fortune or eſtate is equal to the demands ? 
—O, my dear fon, kt me conjure you ftrialy 
to guard againſt that deſtructive vice, gaming, 
and permit not bad examples or precepts to 
draw you into the commiſſion of vices, you 
have in fact no inclination for; whatever follies 
you are guilty of, let them be your own 3 do 
| | not 
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| abr be hie fablts of bthets; ht: if you ul! muſt” 
copy let it be from wiſe and virtuous: of 
only.—This' apoſtrophe gabe 4 hy p 7 
Sir William; and Saag ee b that actes ab 
neceſſary, he was' viſibly affected; but, recover- ' 
ing himfelf he told her "Bd yſhip ke 15 _ 
the liberty to add to their? 'dinitef 1 2 n 
invitation to Colonel Minors 120 ith T eck. 
able friends of yours muſt always de lch 32 
was her repl) y.—She then'retired to her dreffing- 
room, and Sir William ordered the carriage 
with an intention to take the ladies to e 1 
ton gardens previous to their vit. When alone 
he could not chaſe refleQion'; his mother's'teh-" 
der regard for him he had no room to doubt, 
but ſhe was no longer a young woman, The hag" 
lived in retirement many years, her diſpbiition” | 
therefore was tinctuted witll a degree'of feveriry 
not pleaſant to a young mind: cards were uni- 
verſally introduced, ch the Colenel af red” 
him, and'it would be impoffble to 'avoid!? pied 
but then he would only play for a few rr by \ 
which would be no ney aſt to loſt and in 
company he knew: having made up his mind 
on this ſubjeQ, he ſoon taught hirhfelf” to tink 
deceit and concexliticht frem his mother a Acme 
nial faults; for there was no *ntetfit 725 
man ſhiould be obliged 16 enter info gl 0 
his vatidus amuſements, like a cha? aftaid of - 
correctidti thus being ſatisfied* with: * hickfelf He 
prepared to attend the ladſts; d, ont BeH 
part were ſparing: no pains to render the mſelves 
amiable." I am certain, Anna, (aid Mrs. 
Rivers, acing ſome ornambfits on her dadelte 
tet's head,) iner it“ will he your oH fault Ra 
do not ſuccced with Sir Wilkani a 8 
am ſure he is mch ſtruck With your | 
voice; take care to keep _ hotd-you l. 1105 41 
Vo“. I. quired 
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Miß , by great attention and acquieſeenge in, 


bus ſentiments —1 ſee his foible, tis vanity, and 


1 


being conſcious of his deficiencies in knowledge 
2 5 world, he will be doubly grateful to that 
perſon who appears. pleaſed with his. con verſa - 

tion, and helps to put him in conceit with him 
ſelf.” Certainly, madam, (replied Miſs Ri- 


. 


vers) L ſhall obſerye your inſtructions; the con- 


1 


queſt, is a very, dehrable one; but 1 wiſh he 
was not in ſuch habits of intimacy with Colonel 


Minors; I don't like that man, he has a 


great deal of art, and ſhould he, ſuſpe& our de- 


ſign would moſt probably do his utmoſt to pre- 
vent the execution of it.. — “ ] have the ſame 
idea, (faid, Mrs. Rivers,) for which reaſon [ 


ſhall always, endeayour. to divert his, attention. 


whenever he is in company.“ Thus did this 


e mother not only encourage, but ad- 
viſe duplicity; and under the falſe idea that ſhe 


ber: planning ſchemes for the happineſs of her. 
C 


ld, perverted her principles, and taught her 


to look on deceit and the moſt unjuſtifiab'e means 
of procuring an advantageors ſettlement, as a 
wile. and prudential manœuvre. The arrival of 
Sir William in the carriage gave them the high- 


eſt delight, Miſs Rivers flattered herſelf, ſhe- 


ſhould ſoon become the miſtreſs of it, and again 


figure in the, great world ſhe had been ſo un- 


willingly excluded from: every attraction was 
called forth, and, with a face dreſſed in ſmiles 
and tender „ e „ ſhe made her appear: 
ance in the e e Ls Baronet was 
tranſported at ſeeing 

ful than ever, and he warmly congratulated 
Natel on the felicity of attending her to Ken- 
ington gardens; no ohjections being made, he 


1 


er, ſhe was more beauti- 


handed the ladies into the carriage, after they 


had made 2 ſligh t alteration in their head dreſs, 
134 { and 


997790 
= 


and gardens were crowded; as they walked 


round, they were met by ſeveral young men of 


faſhion who had formerly been intimate with 
the Rivers's but they were no longer faſhion- 
able people, they could give no routs, nor balls, 
the loſs of fortune was the grave of all their 
imputed good qualities and former conſequence; 
a tranſient glance and a cool bow were all the 
demands they could now make on the faſhion- 
able world; even the ladies from whoſe huma- 
nity ſome little efforts towards good breedi 

might have been expected ſcarcely condeſcend- 
ed to notice them, or if they did, looks of 


mingled pity and contempt too plainly evinced- 


their ungenerous ideas.—What,a leſſon to th 
thoughtleſs and extravagant, when they ſee that 
to riches only they owe their preſent conſequence, 


and that the very methods they take to diſtin- 


viſh themſelves and obtain admittance into 


what is called the beſt company, aſſuredly ter- 


minates in ruin and diſgrace, and that when 
wey have laviſhed away their fortune, injured 


their family, and deſtroyed their health, to pro- 


cure the applauſe of the vain and unthinking 
part of mankind, the contempt, the ingrati- 
tude, the chilling civility they meet with, when 
no longer able to procure pleaſure to others, de- 

monſtrates, better than a thouſand lectures on 
the ſubject, that to exceed your income, either 
to gratify your own vanity, or aminiſter to the 
folly and vanity of others, is the direct road to 
bitter repentance and the contempt of the world. 
Mrs. and Miſs Rivers felt a thouſand pan 85 
and ſcarcely, could the politeſt attention of Sir 
William compenſate for the mortification of 
ſeeing themſelves unnoticed by their former ac- 


quaintance 3 however, they were ſoon. aſter -' 
D 2 _ . * joined 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 8 
and they drove off in high ſpirits. The park 
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Joined-by. Lord Stormer and two or three other 
gentlemen for a raund or two, which enabled 
them to rally their ſpirits againſt they were 
conveyed to Stanhope - ſtreet; where their re- 
ception was ſo truly friendly as to give the 
varmeſt hopes of ſucceſs. in their fohemes. 
They were not indeed much pleaſed with the 
arrival of Colonel Minors, they obſerved: he 
watched - them. cloſely, and ſcemed little diſ- 
poſed to pay attention to Mrs. Rivers, who 
treated him with extreme politeneſs ; a ſhort 
time threw a damp. on the ſpirits of the party; 
Sir Edward and Lady Stanley were announced; 
Eady Stanley. having called in the morning, 
Lady Beaumont had engaged them for the day, 
7 their arri val was as unexpected, and as 
tttle deſired by Sir William as by the Rivers's 
and Colonel Minors; mutual compliments be- 
ing exchanged and the company ſeated, Lady 
Stanley told Mrs. Rivers ſhe was glad to hear 

neſs. (which, ſhe hoped was of no unpleaſant 

ture) would: detain her ſome time longer in 
Town, that her friends mighthave the pleaſure. 
of ſeeing, her. Conſcious. of the motives: that 
detained her, Mrs. Rivers could not help bluſh- 
ing as ſhe: returned the compliment; artful, 
and confident as ſhe was, that in ward monitor, 
which cannot always be ſilenced, threw her into: 
a. oonfuſion, which. the ladies good naturedly 
ſuppoſed, was owing to her embarraſſments, and 
therefore. changed the ſubject and redoubled 
their kindneſs and attention. Not ſo was the 
Colonel deceived, the looks of the young lady 
and the behaviour of the mother convinced him 
of what he before ſuſpected, that a deep-laid 
plan was formed to engage the affectiont of Sir 
William Beaumont, and was in fact the only 


buſineſs which kept them in Town; as he ob- 
ſerved 


Ld 
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ſerved the Baronet appeared really fond of Miſt 

Rivers, he ſecretly determined fhe fhould be 
the dupe of her own folly, and encreafe his con - 
ſequence with the man ſhe wifhed to detach 
from him —The dinner hours paſſed with a 
mutual defire of pleaßng, and it being opera 
night, an adjournment to the Hay-market was 
propoſed by Sir Edward Stanley and accepted 
with pleaſure by the company—Lady Stanley 
mentioned the arrival of their old neighbours, 
Mr. and Mrs. Warner in Town the preceding 
evening; Lady Beaumont expreffed her fatis- 
faction at this intelligence, and the ladies agreed 
to call on therr friends the following morning. — 
At the proper hour they repaired to the opera, 
and here Sir William experienced a ſurprife and 
delight beyond his moſt romantic expectations; 
| he had neither eyes nor cars for any thing but 
the entertainment and brilliancy of the houſe 5 
fir the firſt time he confeſſed the power of mu- 
fic, and even the charming Mifs Rivers could 
ſcarcely obtain a word or glance from him; at 
firſt ſhe was much picqued,, but confoled herſelf 
by refleQing, that as the novelty wore off, the 
attraction would become leſs, whilſt ber power 
of charming would be ſtrengthened daily ; and 
ſhe determined to loſe no opportunity of en- 
creating her conſequence. When the opera 
ended Lady Beaumont invited her company to 
return and ſup with her, which was generally 
declined 3 Lady Stanley politely offered ug ſet 
Mrs. Rivers down, and, late as it was, Sir Wil- 
liam intended to- accompany the Colonel, but 
that gentleman had meaſures to obſerve, it was 
neceſſary to keep on terms of civility with Lady 
Beaumont; there was ſomething in that Lady's 
countenance which inſpired him with awe 3 con- 
ſeious of his ſiniſter defigns, he thought ſhe read 
his 


ſuch is the proſtituted name made uſe o 


% 
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his very ſoul ; and therefore he told Sir William 
it was too late for their engagement that even- 
ing, but truſted he might depend on ſeeing him 
early the following one—this the other moſt 


_ readily promiſed, and taking leave of the com- 
pany returned with his mother. The Colonel 


repaired to Brooks's; on his entering the room 
Lord Stormer eagerly enquired for his "rs ; 

to ex- 
preſs the gamblers companion; the men, who 
under that ſacred name enſnares the affections 
of an unhappy woman from a deſerving huſ- 
band; or an innocent daughter fiom an indul- 
gent tender parent; ſuch are the friendſhips of 
men of the world! The Colonel accounted for 
the abſence of Sir William, and their plan' was 
i. tthed for the following evening. The next 
morning the Colonel haſtened at an early hour 
to Stanhope-ſtreet, the Baronet was at break- 
faſt ; aſter the cuſtomary chit-chat, Minors 


| ſuddenly aſked Sir William how he liked Miſs 


Rivers? the queſtion confuſed him at firſt, but 
recolleding himſelf, „ I think her a very 


charming girl, (ſaid he,) and I feel much com- 


paffion for her ſit uation.— “ Why faith, I be- 


lieve her ſituation ſo deſperate that ſne would 


thank any generous fellow who would take her 


out on't; as to the figure they make now, it 


can laſt but a very ſhort time, therefore I ſup- 
poſe the mother brought her to market for the 
beſtgbidder.” „ don't underſtand you,” re- 
plied Sir William. “ Perhaps not, (ſaid the 
Colonel, laughing ;) you are not much acquaint- 
ed with the manceuvres of ſuch provident ladies, 
but 1 can ſee plainly that's the ſcheme ; ſhe's a 
good fine girl, and could I afford to keep her in 
a ſtyle, perhaps I ſhould be a candidate.” « I 
do not comprehend you in the leaſt, do you 

mean 
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mean you cannot ford to mar y he# 7” L Mar- 
ty her” (retorted the Colonel, in a tone of fur- 

hi ae doit 2 Of 2674 ITE Water 

e Kn jo en 10a. 1 een. 
Who the devil would think Ot, he WERE 
girl brought up in ſuch an expenſive: ves with- 
1 gl "It; e No. 1 8888 d ü 
out 4 fhil ing ? O, NO, ſhe 8, 00 he ba n 
much more agreeable terms depend on it, other- 
wiſe they would remain quietly in the country 
bo bo RU Bg Of E x53, © 
and accuſtom their ideas to their ſit uatio But 


- 9 


you heard Mrs. Rivers ſay, buknefs detained 
them in Tonn—0, yes, I gueſs their buſineſs 
perfectiy — to be frank with you, Sir W iſlam, 
their defigns at preſent are 1 5 againſt you. 
and as you mult ſhortly get yourſelf that pretty 
appendage to a young man of fortune, à miſ- 
treſs, if you like the girl you may as well give 
into the ſcheme ; perhaps, ſhe may be leſs. ex- 
penfive than one from the opera or, pla yhouje.” 
«1 am all aſtoniſhment ; (cried, Sir Willizm,) 
} took Mfiſs Rivers för a moſt reſpeAtble;youn; 

woman,” “ And the mother (laid the Golondl 
interrupting him, for a moſt virtuous lady,” 
Indeed 1 thought fo, and ſurely the Stanleys 
muſt have that opinion ot them, or they never 
would countenance them, or ſuffer Lady Beau- 
mont to cultivate their acquaintance.”—* Phe 
Stanleys, my friend, are what you call good 
fort of people, not ready to believe the reports 
of the world, entertain high{entiments reſpe&. 
ing compaſhon, humanity, and ſuch obſolete 
ideas, and therefore ready to pity perſons they 
call unfortunate. Mrs. Rivers has been a gay 
woman in every ſenſe of the word, with art 
enough to preſerve appearances, and impoſe on 
ſuch people as the Stanleys ; but 1 ſpeak from 
authority, and afſure you, once more, you may 
have the girl if you play your cards well; but 
take care you are not duped by the cunning of 


; the 


> Ws & 
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the mother, and pretended reſerve of the daugh- 
ter. —.“ Duped | (7epeated the Baronet, his 
pride mounting to his eo) no; novice as [ 
am in the arts of mankind, I am not to be 
duped; I thank you, however, Colonel, for 
your friendly communication, and ſhall be well 
guarded againſt their deligns.”—* Their de- 
. 55 (ſaid Minors,) I can ſee plainly is to dax 


you into an honorable connection, a marriage 


torſooth ? à country gentleman unacquainted 
with the Town, was fair game, and certainly 
might afford a se of ſueceſs but, come, 
let us call in Green-ſtreet, and ſee how they 
appear to you after this developement of their 
characters. e. Upon my word, (replied Sir 


William, ) I ſhall ſcarecly know how to treat 
Why, juſt as uſual, (anſwered the 


them.” —«« WI 
ether ;) if you don't like Miſs Rivers drop the 
acquaintance, if you do, ſhe is as free for ou 
as another ; unleſs you have ſworn conſtancy © 
to Delia, Phillis, or ſome roſy milk-maid,” — - 
4 No, (replicd Sir William, laughing,) I have ©: 
no fuck engagement, and therefore am ready to 
attend you.” — They ſoon walked off, and when 
Lady Beaumont would hore ſent a meſſage to 
a 85 ſon's company to call on Mr. and Mrs. 
Warner, ſhe found he was gone with his con- 
ſtant companion ſhe felt much chagrined ; 
but there was no remedy and ſhe was obliged to 
ſet off without i. | 


Sit William ana the Colonel arrived together 
in Stern: ſtrect, to the great mortification of 
ine ladies, who wiſhed the latter a hundred miles 

ff; however, having ſucceeded in impreſſing 
Sir William's mind with ideas much to their 
gdiſadyan'age, the Colonel relaxed in his atten- 
tion and flirted away with Mrs. Rivers, giving 


| tbe others all the opportunity they couly wiſh 
01— 
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for —Miſs Rivers, although ſhe threw the great · 
eſt encouragement into hor countenance, and 
behaved with much freedom of manners, had 
ſomething in her figure which infpired reſpect, 
and to a man unhackneyed in the arts of the 
fex, might have chaltenged efteem—the Baro- 
net, when he refleted on the intelligence he 
had received of her defigns, felt a degree of 
. contempt, at the ſame time that he was capti- 
vated with her beauty; but vanity, of which 
he had a competent ſhare, induced him to be- 
heve Miſs Rivers felt a partiality in his favor, 
and he was very ready to profit by the diſcovery 
— he received an invitation from her to tea 
which was accepted; and he was not ſorry the 
Colonel was not included in the defired viſit. 
When the gentlemen quitted them, the mo- 
ther and daughter warmly congratulated them- 
felves on their ſucceſs, and every plan was form- 
ed thar could poſſibly enſure the completion of 
their wifhes ;. it was determined to lofe no op- 
portunities, and the mother was to affect igno- 
rance of her daughter's attachment, the better 
to preſerve appearances with Lady Beaumont.— 
Mean time the Colonel was rallying Sir Wil- 
liam on his conqueſt, aſſuring him he was in a 
fair way to commence a man of the ton; for, 
without fiſhionable connection he would be-no+ 
body — hey parted with a promife of meeting 
early in the evening, and Sir William returned 
home juſt in time to dreſs for dinner—his-mo+ 
ther was there before him, ſhe regretted not 
having his company to fee their friends, but 
hoped no engagement would prevent his dining 
with My. Warner next day; he conſented, but 
with viſihle reluctance, he had now no reliſh for 
ſuch company as the Stanleys and Warners, 
they did very well in the country, but in * 

an 
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don they were ſober hum-drum -people—Lady 
Beaumont ſaw a wonderful alteration in his air 
and manners, a careleſſneſs towards herſelf, and 
a reſtleſſneſs when in the houſe, this was what 
ſhe moſt dreaded ; to loſe the little influence ſhe 
had hoped to maintain over him in fo ſhort a 
period, ſezmed to foretel a total deprivation of 
his affection and confidence—ſhe had but one 
Plan to purſue, that of being contented with his 
preſent conduct, and by avoiding any diſagree- 
able fefl:Qions on his acquaintance, to engage 
him to he open in his communications, by which 
meuns ſhe might be enabled to judge what his 
amuſements and attachments were: in -conſe- 
quence of this reſolution ſhe appeared extremely 
Cheerful, aſked him no queſtions, and when he 
told her he was engaged to tea and afterwards 
to meet a party of friends, ſhe. only wiſhed-· him 
much entertainment, having herſelf ſhe ſaid 
promiſed to accompany Lady Stanley to Mrs. 
Freemore's rout 3 *< 80 you ſee, William, (con- 
tinued the,) J am in danger of growing a diſ- 
fipated old woman after having maintained for 
many years the character of a very prudent 
Young one.” — he anſwered. this little fally by 
: ſaving, he was certain Lady Beaumont mvſt 
ever rctain a reſpectable eharacter go where ſhe 
| pleaſed, and that he was happy ſhe was inclined. 
to find ſome amuſement abroad. | 
' The Baronet then haſtened to his appoint- 
ment with Miſs Rivers, whom he found dreſ- 
ſed in the moſt captivating ſtyle; the loves 
and graces were in every look and. motion, and 
when, after tea, Mrs. Rivers kindly withdrew,. 
the gentleman grew very warm and paſſionate in 
his expreſſions cf admiration : the lady was too 
well pleaſed to affect diſapprobation, and, in 


ſhort, fuch a mutual good underſtanding 2 
| place 
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place in this one viſit, that both were highly 
gratified ; Miſs: Rivers Jooked forward witli al- 
moſt a degree of certaint ty to the poſſeſſion of 
the Baronst's fortune, and he found equal plea- 
ſure in the hopes of being fondly beloved by ſo 
charming a girl as Miſs* Rivers : they parted 
with regret and a mutual defire to meet again 
the next day. Sir William, in high ſpirits, 
entered Brooks's, where he found his good 
friends and ſome others to whom he was intro- 
duced—ifter a little common: place. chat, cards 
were called for, and Sir William, having been 
fo fortunate, had neither reſolution nor indeed 
inclination to decline play; he was feated at a 
table with three ſtrangers, and at firſt fortune 
ſeemed to declare in his favour; he won near 
twenty guineas, his companions complimented 
his ſkill: and knowledge of the game; he grew 
elated and propoſed doubling the ſtakes; one of 
the gentlemen declined, and the Colonel, hav- 
ing juſt then ſiniſhed his rubber, took the other's: 
place; they played on for ſome time with diffe- 
rent ſucceſs; | fortune often changed ſides, but 
at length decided againſt Sir William And his 
partner; and, at breaking up the party, he 
bund himſelf in debt above 500 guineas, be- 
ſides about fifty pounds he began with. — rie wa 
thunderſtruck, had no idea of riſquing fo much 
money, and then found how inſenfibly a man is 
led on either to improve his good luck, or re- 
trieve his bfſes. The Colonel affected to treat 
the matter very lightly.—““ This ſum is but 
triffing, Sir William: hey ſhall give you your 
revenge to-morrow' evening, and perhaps good 
intereſt too. Herc's Lord Stormer: has loſt neat 
3000 guineas,-he cares little about it; to- mor- 
row or next night may bring it back" again: 
Come, prithee don't loſe you, cheerfulneſs with 
* a : your 
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Your! money.“ Sir Wilam endea vored to reco- 
ver from his vexation and ſurpriſe; he grew 
aſhamed to indulge repentance, and obſerving 
with how much indifference Lord Stormer and 
the | others bare their loſſes, he endeavored: to 
rally his ſpirits and aſſume a cheerfulneſs ver 
foreign te his heart. Having given his not 
for the ſums he had loft; aud appointed to meet the 
ſame party the next evening, he returned to 
Stanhape · ſtrect, hut not to reſ. ( The firſt devia- 
tion from rectitude is always attended with 
conſecigus remorſe) feeling, that in lighting the 
coanſel of his mother, he had engaged with a 
et who conſtantly were in the habits of gaming, 
that ho had loſt a conſiderable ſum, and muſt 
euer purſue the ſame plan to recover his pro- 
pet y, perhaps loſe more, or elſe give up the 
acquaintance, and forfeit all pretenfions to a 
man af faſhion, a name he was ambitious to 
ohtain; doubt and uncertainty for ſome time 
rendered him irreſolute 4 at one moment he was 
inclined to eonfefs his folly to his mether and 
'abjure his companions, but then he muſt expect 
the ridicule and contempt of all young men of 
ſpit, and be condemned to the infipid ſociety 
of the Stanleys, and ſuch unfaſhionable people; 
his apprehenſion decided for him; any incon- 
venience could be endured ſooner than con- 
tempt; his pride re volted againſt the idea of 
K being thought a parſimonious country gentle- 
man without taſte or ſpirit; and, be the conſe- 
quence what it might, he reſolved to perſevere 
in the fame road the Colonel had chaſked out 
ſor him, ang let his mother reſt in ignorance of 
the dangerous amuſements he believed himſelf 
under a necoſſity of purſuing.— Having made 
up his mind, he endeavored to compoſe himſelf 
0 reſt, but paſſed the remainder of the night 


in 
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in broken ſlumbers and terrifying vifions,— 
(Thus it muſt ever be in the beginning of an 

ill courſe: no young perſons can at firſt ſtill 

that awful monitor within, which painfully 
reminds them of the ſollies they are guilty of ? 
happy would it be if they had reſolution. to at- 
tend to it's dictates and purſue a different plan 
but ſlaves to folly and faſhion, unable to bear 
the ridicule of their worthleſs. companions, and 
ambitious to ſhine in the more modiſh walks of 
life; they give up the approbation of their awn 
hearts, ſubmit to be the dupes of ſollies they At 
firſt deſpiſe, and gradually fink into that vortex 
of vice and diflipation which ruins their morals, 
deſtroys their health, and entails miſery and re- 
morſe on a premature old age)-—Tbere are no 
virtues ſo neceſſary to be inrulcated into young minds 
as canlour and firmneſs of mind. Irteſolution is 
the parent of viee; that, and diſſimulation are 
too generally the eonſequences of a wrong edu- 
cation too much indulgence of idle habits, or 
a ſtrictneſs and ſeverity which repels affection 
and confidence equally injure young and timid 
minds — et children be taught to judge of men 
and things with deliberation and propricty 3 let 
them have a decided opinion, and not weakly 
ſubmit their ſentiments to the caprice of others; 
art the ſame: time, to avoid appearing ohſti nate 
or pertinacious, let them learn never to obtrude 
their judgment con ſubjects till called upon; 
they will ſoon get the better of that timidity, 
which is the conſequence of a weak mind, and 
if they are encouraged in a love of truth, and 
taught to conſider a parent as à friend and 
companion, if their ingenuous communications 
are applauded, and if advice is inſinuated with 
gentleneſs and goed humour; I will venture to 
aflitm, children in general will be trained to a 


love. 


* 
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love of virtue and an abhorrence of: duplicity 
and artifice, from which fprings every” vice that 
corrapts the heart. Unfortunatehy for Sir Wil- 


liam Beaumont, he hac been tos much indulg- 
ed, without any ſtrength of judgment, he was 


decided in nothin”, and although there was a 


natural degree of obſtinacy and haughtineſs in- 
his diſpoſition; yet, having' no habirs of ſtability 
or roaſon, he was at the mercy of every artful 
man who thought it worth while to cul-ivare 
his acquaintance, and render his propenſities 
fubſervient to his deſigus- He aroſe in the 
morning unrefreſhed,. and when he appeared 
before his mother ſhe was ſhocked. to behold his: 
pallid countenance.—“ Ah, my fon; (ſaid the,; 
the irregularities of this town already have made 
ravages in your conſtitution :>Accuſtomed* to 
the | ſimpleſt * mode of living and regular hours, 
you will ſoon'fall:a victim to what is called the 
pleaſures of the town: indeed, my dear WII- 
liam, I am miſerable to ſee you look ſo ilk“ 
«© Really, madam, (replied he,) you afflict your- 
ſelf unneceſſarily ::] am perfectly well; and 
have no other complaint than want of reſt, and: 
that will ſoon wear offt——-1I find it impoſſible 
to obſerve particular hours in company; and 
cuſtom will ſoon enable me to bear ſitting up 
late. —“ I wiſh,- (anſwered her ladyſhip) your 
health may not be ſacrificed in the trial; but 
of that you muſt be the moſt competent judge; 
and, for your own ſake, and for the ſake of my 
happineſs, I hope, if you find it endangered, that 
you will retreat in time. — “ Of that, madam, 
you may reſt aſſuted: But how did (you find 
our good friends the Stanleys /aft evening; were 
you amuſed 'at Mrs. Freemore's Trout ? 46; 
hope you will meet our friends perfeQly' well 
to day; though they complain that. you neglect 

: them 
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them but as to amuſement, it is paſt the time 
of life for me to be pleaſed with a eroud, and 1 
feel infinitely more happineſs in ſpending a 
' ſocial hour with an old acquaintance, than in 
frequenting routs or erowded: aſſemblies. I 
hope, however, you found entertainment in 
the party who deprived you of reſt laſt night.“ 
* O, yes, (anſwered he, ſomewhat con- 
fuſed,) I ſpent a delightful cheerful evening; 
but pray, madam, what is your dinner hour?“ 
About five, (replied her ladyſhip,) and at 
that hour I ſuppoſe we may expect you ;—You 
are already grown too polite (ſaid. ſhe, with a 
ſmile,) to accompany your mother; and I do not 
wiſh to intrude on your engagements, having 
ſome of my own this morning: I am going 
into the city 3 ſhall I make your reſpeQs to the 
worthy Thornhills?“ << If you pleaſe, madam 3” 
ſaid the Baronet, (glad to be excuſed the viſit, 
which inclination no longer prompted bim to 
make.) They then ſeperated; Sir William 
flew to Miſs Rivers; he found her alone, ea- 
gerly expecting him; they enjoyed a long and 
very tender ſtite-A-tete, he was laviſh in his 
profeſſions of love and admiration, and it was 
impoſſible but a young woman, whoſe hopes 
were raiſed with an idea of poſſeſſing a good 
fortune with a very handſome young man, 
encouraged too by the advice of her parent, 
ſhould ſhew all poſſible indulgence to him; it 
was hardly poſſible, under ſuch circumſtances, 
to obſerve that ſtrict decorum every young 
woman who reverences herſelt ſhould: maintain 
in theſe dangerous tẽte- a- tẽtes; ſhe could not 
avoid ſeveral little freedoms, which, from a 
fear of Toofing him, ſhe did not repulſe, and by 
that means ſtrengthened the opinion Colonel 
Minors had endeavoured. to inculcate, that ſhe 
| | Was 
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was to be hach on very caſy terms; however, 
they were timely viſted by Mrs. Rivers, who 
had purpoſed walked ont te give the lovers the 


opportunity they had ſo well improved.—8Sir 
William went away with vifible reluctance, 
and Miſs Rivers ſelt more than ſhe dared ex- 
preſs 5 he ſtrolled into Hyde - park, and began 


to reflect on his ſituation; he was that evening 
to meet the party at Brooks's, if he redeemed 


his loſſes, all was very well, if not he muſt 


draw on his banker, 5cof. was a large ſum, 
Mr. Thornhill might very naturally mention it 


to his mother, and although he was entirely 


maſter of his fortune, yet, it was reaſonable to 


fuppoſe ſhe would be ſurpriſed at his want of 


Fool. knowing he had taken up a hundred ſo 


lately, when in the city, and bad no bills to 
pay then Mfiſs Rivers occurred—he was really 
fond of her, and if he ſucceeded in his defigns 


on her perſon, he foreſaw he muſt come down 


with very confiderable ſums to maintain her in 
the ſtyle ſhe approved of, and where coult theſe 
ſums be procured? if he had any other banker 
than Mr. Thornhill there would be no difficul- 
ty, but that gentleman had a friendſhip. for 
his mother, and conſequently would acquaint 
her with any demands he might think extra- 
vagant.— Under theſe perplexing ideas, a ſmart 
blow on the ſhoulder rouzed him from his 
reverie, and the Colonel's voice for a moment 
diſtipated his chagrin. What the devil, 
(cried he,) are muſing about? Why, you 


look like a methodiſt preacher, ſtudying a diſ- 
courſe to open the purſes of the old and ſuper- 
ſtitious to contribute to his ſupport; prithee 
hy ſo grave? J hope the trifling loſſes of laſt 
night  occafion” you no diſquietude - you are 
not afraid of Lady Braumont's chiding? faith, 


you 
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you are too old to be in leading-ſtrings now, I 
think but perhaps the hright eyes of Miſs Ri- 
vers have pierced your heart; — and the gipſey 
has art enough to ſee it, and affect cruelty 
% Now that you have exhauſted your conjee- 
tures, (ſaid Sir William, fmiling at his velubi- 
lity,) 1 will candidly confeſs the cauſe of the 
reveric I was plunged into when you overtook 
me. I have many obkgations to my mother; 
for my ſake ſhe refuſed many advantageous - 
offers of marriage; and although 1 am now 
ſenſible the education ſhe gave me was too con- 
fined, yet I know maternal fondneſs was the 
cauſe of all, and that on my conduct her hap- 
pineſs entirely depends.” —** And ſo, (cries 
the Colonel, with a ſneer, interrupting him,) 
you are to give up all amuſements at your time 
of life from the apprehenſion of affronting 
mamma |-—ha, ha, ha! why, Beaumont, thou 
haſt a* wonderful deal of felf-denial, and high 
nations of duty indeed.”—Sir William evident- - 
ly abaſhed, and feeling mortified at the ridicule 
he had incurred, exclaimed, ** You are miſta- 
ken, what I meant to ſay is this: I wiſh to 
. ſpare my mother unneceſſary pain; it happens, 
unfortunately, that my banker is in habits of 
intjmacy with her, and I can draw for no con- 
ſiderable ſum without the probability of its be- 
ing communicated to ker, and as ſhe knows I 
can haye no extraordinary demands for money 
ſhe will inſtantly conclude: my wants muſt be 
the conſequence of play, and to that amuſe- 
ment ſhe- has ſuch an inſuperable averſion, and 
ſo frequently gives me cautions on the ſubjeQ, 
that a ſuppoſition of the kind will make her 
very wretched.” —<* Well, then, (replied: Mi- 
nors) ſince you ate ſo attentive to the peace of 
your mother, which, no doubt, is very proper, 
TW | why 
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why cannot you contrive to ſpare her the know- 

ledge of it?“ „ That's the very thing I wiſh 
for, if I could tell how.“ Have you no mo- 
ney inthe bank?“ «© Yes, near twenty thouſand 
pounds.“ O, then the difficulty is obviated at 
once — fell out a few hundreds or a thouſand; 
tis true there will be a ſmall loſs attending it, 


but what is that triffe when put in competition 


with the peace of youf mother, which you are 
fo anxious to preſerve ?”—< Nothing, nothing, 
(replied Sir William,) joy dancing in his eyes 
at the removal of his difficulties. 1 will 
about it immediately if you will give me in- 
ſtructions' “ Moſt readily (ſaid the artful 


” 


Colonel equally rejoiced by the hopes of fharing 
the twenty-thouſand pounds) 1 will conduct 


you to a perſon who will ſoon tranſact the bufi- 
neſs.” They haſtened out of the park, took 


the firſt coach, and drove into the city, where 


the affair was ſoon ſettled, and Minors had the 


addreſs to perſuade his companion to ſell out 
2000 pounds to fave himſelt both future trouble 
and expznce. This buſtneſs accompliſhed), 
they drove back in high ſpirits, and going 


through Bond- ſtrect Sir William ſtopped at 


Gray's, and purchaſed an elegant trinket which 
he intended as a preſent to Miſs Rivers, to 


whom he found it too late to pay his morning 
de voirs a ſecond time, having icarcely time to 
'dreſs for dinner z—after engaging to meet the 


Colonel in the evening he hurried home and 
found his mother was returned, dr: fjed and 
ready to go into the carriage: he promiſed 
ſoon to follow, and congratulated himſelf on 
not meeting her in the city, a danger which 
never occurred to him *till it was paſt; and he 
felt heartily rejoiced he could contrive to ac- 
commodate his wants without applying to Mr. 
5 Thornhul. 
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- Thornhill. When arrived in Stratford-Place, 
at the houſe of Mr. Warner, he met the moſt 
cordial reception—Mr. Warner merrily wel- 
comed his emancipation from ruſticity, and 
remarked, ſhort as his time had been in 'Fown, 
Sir William was wonderfully. improved, and 
had already acquired the appearance of a man 
of the ton.—““ Your wonder will ceaſe, (ſaid 
Sir Edward Stanley,) when you. hear he is the 
pupil of Colonel Minors“—“ Aye | (cried Mr. 
Warner) pray how came that acquaintance 
about? I am ſorry to ſay, (replied the other) 
partly through my. means; his intimacy with 
my relation, Lord Stormer, ſometimes throws 
him in my way, and they contrived to join 
our party one evening at the theatre, and from 
thence we may date the beginning of the vio- 
lent intimacy which has taken place between 
Minors and our young friend here, —“ “ My 
dear Sir William, (ſaid Mr. Warner) take the 
advice' of older men, who have paid for expe- 
rience themſelves and generouſly offer it to you 
without fee or reward; ſudden friendſhips are 
often productive of repentance, ſeldom of ſatis- 
faction; mix with the world, enjoy its amuſe- 
ments, but be careful in the choice of your - 
intimate companions; truſt me there is more 
danger in the. acquaintance of one unprincipled. 
man, than in all the allurements which faſhion 
and folly hold out to entice young minds: 
Such a man.“ Sir, (interrupted Sir William, 
with a degree of impatience next to rudeneſs, ) 
you congratulated me juſt now on my eſcape - 
rom ruſticity; I hope Jam old enough to be 

permitted the choice of my | companions ; 
whenever I find any of them unworthy my no- 
tice, I have ſpirit enough to withdraw myſelt 
from their acquaintance.” —*« Well, well, young 
| gentleman, 
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gentleman, (replied Mr. Warner in a good 
humoured tone,) I had no deſign to offend 
you; I only gave you the opinion of an old 
man; but I ought to have had ſenſe enough to 
remember, that has very little weight with a 
young one, and that moſt folks ehuſe to pur- 
chaſe experience at their own coſt.“—“ J am 
ſure, my dear Sir, (ſaid Lady Beaumont, not 
a little hart at her fon's petulance,) that William 
will always be grateful to his good friends for 
their advice, which he muſt be ſenſible can 
only be intended for his benefit.” I do aſſure 
you, added the ſmiling, old as I am, I have 
been abſent fo many years from Town that I 
want an adviſer and regulater too, as much as 
a young country Miſs, for wonderful alterations 
have taken place in cuſtoms and faſhions ſince 
J refided in St. James's Square twenty years 
ago. Fwenty years! repticd Mr. Warner, 
why, madam, there has been a hundred revo- 
lations in faſhion within that period; there is 
one moſt excellent mode at preſent tor which I 
feel very grateful, what may that be, ſaid La- 
dy, Stanley ; a. renovation of youth my lady, 
we have no old men or women now, dreſs is 
ſo happily adopted by all ages, that none but 
a curious impertinent fellow, that prefumes to 


_ thruſt his head in your face, can diſtinguiſh 


between old and young folks.— You muſt know 
that I like very well to look at a pretty woman, 
. notwithſtanding all my. fear of conjugal lee- 
tures, and this very morning firolled down 
thro' Hyde-park to the Mall; before me was a 
very ſmart dreſſed woman in a white jacket, I 
think you call it, ſhort petticoats, ſilk ſhoes and 
ſtockings, a beaver hat on one fide of a well 
dreſſed head -a footman bchind=———a devilith 
n woman thinks I, * quickened my pace, 
R overtook 
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overtook. her and turned to view the face of 
this captivating female, when, O dire diſap- 
pointment, the loves and- graces were fled; and 
in their room preſented me with a ſet of hard 
features, marked with the ſmall-pox,. and on 
which at leaſh fixty good years of winter and 
fummer: had browned, but Whieh now was 
brightened up with a dab of rouge on each 
cheek. Diſguſted and diſpleaſed I walked off, 
and although many fimilar temptations aſſailed 
me in the park I contented myſelf with view- 
ing the pretty faces I met, without following 
any more. t, pray, my good ſir, ſaid Lady 


Stanley, is there no lures thrown out by the 


gentlemen ? you were talking of being grateful 
juſt now for the little diſtinction made in dreſs, 
yet to that you owe your diſappointment, and 
who knows but ſome: gay female, attra@ed by 
the air and: dreſs of Mr. Warner, has ſuffered 
equal mortification to what you deſeribe. Your 
ſervant, madam, cried Mr. Warner, it was too 
fair an opportunity for your ladyſhip to neglect 
having a fling at me; but to confeſs the truth, 


think the French mode we have adopted of 


keeping off old age in appearance as long as we 
can, a very good notion; let us be cheerful in 
temper and ſmart in our dreſs and then the 
young folks won't be aſhamed of our company. 
Dinner was now announced, which gave a dif- 
terent turn the converſation: but Lady Beau- 
mont obſerved, with concern, that her ſon look- 
ed thoughtful, cat little, and ſeemed. not diſ- 
poſed to talk, though frequently addreſſed by the 
company. | 


After dinner, and the ladies retired to- the 


drawing-room, Mrs. Warner ſaid, the laſt fix 
months had amazingly improved. Sir William; 
| % he. 
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ce he ſ is really a charming young man, - (conti- 


nued ſhe), and, I hope, will make a proper 
alliance; with his perſon and fortune he may 
look up to any rank.”—** True, (replied Lady 
Stanley ;)) but there are very few-young men of 
fortune who think of marrying early in life; 
and, I believe, unequal alliances were never 
lefs frequent than at preſent; in general, in- 
tereſted motives have triumphed over love; 
ſentiment and paſſion ſeldom cement faſhionable 
unions ; rank, riches, and convenience are the 
chief inducements to marriage.“ „I went this 


morning into the city (ſaid Mrs. Warner) to 
call on an old ſchool- fellow, whoſe daughter 


was laſt week happily united to the man of her 
choice, after ſome difficulties which have reflect- 
ed much honor on both, and which ] will relate 


if you will permit me:“ The ladies having aſ- 


ſured her ſne would do them pleaſure, ſue pro- 
ceeded as follows“ My young friend, Louiſa, 
is the daughter of a merchant in the city, cf 
good fortune and connections, but a very large 
family and ſome loſſes by the late American war, 
would not admit of his daughters expeaing® 
more than very moderate proviſions z—there 


were five of them, all ag:ccable and accompliſh- 


ed. Louiſa was the fecond, her perſon parti- 
cularly pleaſing and elegant, with a ſweetneſs 
of diſpoſition | never faw excelled. — Henry, 
the only fon of one of our moſt opulent bankers, 
grew paſſionately fond of her, nor was ſhe in- 
ſenfible to his paſſion, but, with that ſincerity 
and prudence Which all young people ought 
to obſerve, ſhe acquainted her mother with 
their mutual partiality. | My friend inſtantly 
ſaw the many. impediments to their union: 
Henry's father, ſhe was perſuaded, would ex- 
pet much ſuperior advantages in a daughter- 

in- 
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in-law, added to which, party-diſputes had 
thrown the two fathers at a diſtance from all; 
intimacy; or probability of connection. Louiſa's 


father was a violent partizan of Mr. Fox's, the 


other as ſtrongly attached to Mr. Pitt; ſhe re+- 


preſented to her daughter all thoſe obſtacles, 


which muſt impede any union taking place, and 
adviſed her gradually to decline an intimacy 


which might prove deſtructive to her future 


peace. Conſcious that ſhe had received the 
advice of her beſt friend, Louiſa determined 
implicitly to obey her mother, and, whatever 
her heart felt, to be guided by reaſon only. 
Henry ſoon perceived the change, and the firſt 
opportunity eagerly beſought her to tell him how 
he had incurred her diſplzature. With 
the utmoſt candour ſhe repeated her mother's 
advice, declaring, her own reſolution to abide 
by it; and entreated him to think of her no 


more, and to drop all further intimacy, which 
could only be productive of pain to both. Hen- 


ry heard her with attention and the ſevergſt at- 
fliction; he had but one reply to make; he was 
an only ſon, 'twas impoffible, he thought, his 
father could doom him to wretchedneſs, and he 
was determined to make the experiment :— he 


flew to his father and opened his heart without 


the leaſt reſerve.—Aſtoniſhment and vexation 
overwhelmed the old gentleman; he had for 
ſome time been projecting a match for his ſon 
with a lady of rank, and though not of a for- 
tune equal to her rank, yet much ſuperior to what 
Louiſa could expect: having recovered himſelf, 
he reproached his ſon in the bittereſt terms for 
his poverty of {pirit, refuſed his conſent, nay, af- 
ſured him of his everlaſting diſf leaſure, and 


the 
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nt if he did not inſtantly 
break off all-acquaintatice with Louiſa and her 
family, the father of which he deteſted The 


poor young man quitted him in an agony of 
. ; above any idea of duplicity, he wrote 


ifa the event of his unfortunate application, 
and knowing the rectitude of her ſentiments he 
dared not ſolicit her future favor; her anfwer I 
have'a copy of, which I will read. 


LOVISA 10 ux vn r. 


« Von have this day afforded me the moſt 
convincing proof of your eſteem, and given me 
conſequence in my own eyes, by ſnewing I was 
not deeerved in the opinion I had formed of 
your principles. The duty we owe our parents 
is the firſt duty in ſi fe, all others ſhould be ſub- 
ſervient to it; and what is the tranfient pain 

we feel from the diſappointment of our wiffies 


to the heartfeit delight of knowing we have 


obliged the Authors of our Being! Preſerve, 
ho Henry, that rectitude of principle which 
will enſure your future happineſs; and confider, 
the tranquillity of your father is in your hands; 
tis not enough to ob+y' his command, you muſt 
prove to him, by an exertion of chetrfulnefs, 
that you find flegſure in ſo doing.—How great 
will be your reward in a felf-approving mind! 
your friend, Louiſa, will be gear by the 
eſteem of a man ſo! excellent; and. to conſider 
her henceforth as a warm and diſintereſted friend 
is the higheſt compliment you can pay het — 4 
ment. My mother defires me to acquaint y 

your conduct has given you an nn cla we 
to her eſtrem. b aa 


J leave 
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1 leave you to judge, my dear friepds, if 
this letter did not add to the regrets of the unn. 
fortunate Henry.— Several months elapſed; and .; 
though they now and then ſaw each other in = 
public they never truſted themſelves with any A 
converſation ; but his pale countenance and fra- 
gile form too plainly evinced his heart was ill at 
caſe. About three months ago Louiſa received 
a letter from her aunt, a ſiſter of her mother's, 
who was very greatly ſettled in the Eaſt-Indies; 
ſne had buried an only daughter, and being 
God-mother to Louiſa, wrote to intreat ſhe 
would ſupply that loſs and haſten to her; pro- 
miſing her a very brilliant eſtabliſhment :—the 
father and mother though loath to part with a 
child ſo amiable, yet, having ſeveral children, 
conceived they had no right to withhold their con- 
ſent to a meaſure which ſeemed calculated for 
her advantage, and as the governor's lady was 
going over, they could form no excuſe for de- 
laying the defired viſit; her mother indeed had 
another reaſon, ſhe ſaw Louiſa ſuffered much 

on Henry's account, and hoped the voyage and a 
abſence might conduce to the tranquillity of 
both. — Every preparation was made, and the 
news ſoon reached Henry's ears; A iſtfacted by 8 
the thought of lofing her, he again fought his 
father, poured out his complaints and entreated 
his conſent to his union with Louiſa; hut all 
was: vain, his father, greatly enraged, drove him 
from his fight with violence; and poor Henry 
retired to his apartment, a prey to the moſt 
poignant grief and defpair; a flow nervous fe- 
ver preyed on his conſtitution, and redaced him 
to the extremeſt weakneſs—mean time the day 
arrived that was to ſeparate the lovers, in all 
probability, for ever: Louiſa had heard with 

Vol. I. E x much 
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much concern of Henry's fituation, and altho” 
her feelings were little ſhort of his, her reſolu- 
tion enabled her to diſguiſe them, and the ſepa- 
ration from her parents was all that appeared to 


afflict her: On the morning of her embarka- 
tion ſhe ſent him this letter. 


ec ”Tis only this moment I have reſolution to 
break through a promiſe once given, never to 
hold any future correſpondence with my much 
valued friend, Henry; but now, when about 
to quit England, perhaps for ever, when taking 
leave of all my deareſt friends, ſure I may with- 
out reproach, beſtow my beſt wiſhes on one 
whoſe thouſand good qualities have endeared him 


tomy heart, and who has no fault but one; yet 


that is a capital one.— There is no merit, dear 
Henry, in performing a duty—to obey our pa- 
rents is moſt certainly the ſtrongeſt duty—but, 
if that obedience coſts us no ſacrifices, where is 


the debt we pay for all thoſe years of tender 


anxiety which accompanied our childhood to the 
preſent hour ?—Believe me, dear Henry, that 
on the bed of ſickneſs one hour of retroſpection, 
which can convey the pleafing idea of having 
given pleaſure to a parent, by a voluntary cheer- 
fa ſacrifice of a youthful inclination, will more 
than compenſate for the painful effort ; but to 
wound a father's feelings by an appearance of 
ſorrow and regret, after having complied with 
his wiſhes, is cruel and ungenerous.:—exert 
your fortitude, your reaſon remember what 
you owe to your father, to yourſelf, and to me. 
Do you ſuppoſe it coſt me nothing to reſign 
the flattering hope of being yours? if you can 
fuppoſe it, you muſt think me unworthy your 


Amalleſt regard; if, on the contrary, I felt 


equally 
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equally with yourſelf, will you be ont -done in 
We by Pn female? Ah, Henry, re 
collect yourſelfi prove yourſelf worthy Louiſa's 
love and eſteem; return to your father's arms 
with cheerfulneſs and reſolution, exert yourſelf 
to prove the pleaſure of obeying his commands 
is ſuperior to all other conſiderations neither 
let your compliance with his wiſhes be a partial 
one, unite yourſelf to ſome amiable woman whom 
he may think worthy his beloved ſon, and ex- 
perience in ſuch an union that happineſs which 
muſt reſult from a connection pleaſing to all 
parties, void of | regret or ſelf-reproach.— My 
gdearcſt friend, adreu 1 be aſſured I ſhall be ever 
warmly intereſted in every event which honour 
and happineſs may dictate for your repoſe. Con- 
fider me as a friend who will love the amiable 
woman that ſhall render Henry and his father 
happy“ io 0139 51 1 0 
. 75 Lovis. 
This letter was delivered to Henry in the pre- 
fence of his father; knowing it to be Louila's 
writing,; he was ſcarce able to retite to the win- 
dow, and with trembling hands, broke the ſeal 3 
before he had quite gone through it, the let- 
ter fell to the ground, ande throwing himſelf in- 
to a chair, he almoſt inſtantly tainted :chis father, 
very much alarmed; rang the bell for aſſiſtance, 
nd taking up the letter put it in his pocket; as 
ſoon as poor Henry recovered his ſenſes, his fa- 
ther taking his hand, requeſted to know what 
had occaſioned his diforder, and produbing the 
letter, KF Flere: 1s':thepaper!you-dropped; {taid 
he,) may {be permitted to examine it's con- 
tents? Ves far, (replied Henry,) tead it 
and then judge of my feelings and the value of 
E 2 that 


ROY 
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that, treakgre now: Joſt] to ine for cver. He 
cayereq;his fade with his ha ndker chief whilſti his 
father read bhevletter with attention; and, after; 
a fem minutes ſile nge, turning ſuddenly to 
his ſon- Harry, (criedi he,) E. wilt no longer 
oppoſe your wiſhes: ; the writer of this letter de- 
ſerxes a- diadem, go, my fon, fly to the houſe, 
prevent;het voyage, and tell your Louiſa, a fa- 
ther! waits to claſp her to bis breaſt.” Joy was 
almoſt as fatal in its effects as grief had been; 
ſodden tranſitions. are difficult to beat poor 
Henry could not find worde — he emphatically 
kiſſed his father's. hand in ſilence, and flew out 
of the room. A few minutes brought him to 
the houſe of his Louiſa—alas, ſhe had ſet | off 
tor Graveſend four hours before aſmoſt rav- 
inge he could ſcarce make the mourning mother 
ſenſible of his exrandis he returned in agonies 
to his father, who conſented to accompany him 
immediately to Graveſend; they rode poſt mw 
the utmoſt ſpeed, but when arrived were tol 
ſhe was already on board and the ſhip under 
weigh; the ſufferings of Henry ate not to be 
exprefied ohowenen; a cutter was hiredlſinſtant ly, 
and withouttaking: any refreſhment. they ſet fail 
aſter»the fiifis they met boat returning with 
the father and» brother: of, Louiſa; they hailed 
t hem, and: in a few moments e plained their 
deſign, to the! utter aſtoniſhment of the father, 
who was entirely ignorant of the whole tranſ- 
action: they turned the boat and accompanied 
the-Joverg fortunattely the ſHipſhad been retarded: 
by the drawing up of one of the anchors, they 
came along ſidei of her, and inan inſtant Henry 
was on board: Louiſa had retired to the cabbin 
with the Governor's lady: her brother prudently 
ſtopped / Henry, and defcading into the _ 5 
1 aw 
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ſawe hee dro edi in teargy (ſurpriſe '2if ſeeing 
bim agaαe -, my de breather? Cetefaihredt 
ſhe ) What Ate matter niere vt y father ? 
ſurety I firw you raw from theffhip I Mi fa- 
ther'is' on! deokgpropave yoartelF rip dear ſiſtef, 
ona moſt delivhefubtenprifey your Nag is 
tuſpended : Lahetore te eoutd utter Anbt her 
word, Henry flew inte the cahhin, and over- 
come with joy, "fatigue, And a variety of eind- 
tions; de belt at her feet, Ideprtved of Ferre. 
Ferro and Aſtohimment Axcd herste her ehäir 
motienleſs, and the fame infant, fore ſhe 
had rdcoveredthevoſe of Her faculties, the found : 
Herſelf imthe archst f Hear flthurg Who pref- f 
Ned Her to r boſe bh the” cadearing fame of 
daughter! Henty began to ſhew ſig ns of Arte, 
and Lbulfa, thus muthorifed by his father; preſ- 
ſing his hand, repeatedly walled. him her dehr, 
dear Menry A food 5 tears'! prefervedivher 
om flinting, and; in 4 few minutes, both ort 
reſtotedl to a lintle compoſyre-=t®# Myidedt, my 
-worthy 'girlo! (fa ich the o Gentleman,) pardon 
me tor call the diſtreſs 1. have giver bu, 1 
knew not your value 5) but the young woman 
hs could generouſly” give up her own happi- 
ness to the will of a patent ſhe had no reaſon 
% eſtrem, and from priadiple alone plead 
[goal nft her wifhes,” deſerves to be happy; and 
happy you ſhall be, if the warmeſt affection 
and eſteem of your Henry and his father can 
make yu ſo—I ſhall now go to the captain 
and prepare for your removal 
Matters were ſoon ſettled on board, and the 
happy lovers returned witk their parents to 
London, where' they: found my friend in wgo- 
"nies of foſpence ; a few days re- etabliſhed 
Heney's health, and they were ſpeedily united. 
8a „ 
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P This morning I paid them a! viſit, and the old 
| gentleman, Henry's father, gave me all par- 
| ticulars,, and permitted me to take a, copy of 
| of the letters; he abſolutely, doats on Louiſa, 
| and has enabled his ſon to make a ſettlement; 
| not equal to her deſerts. and generous ſelf-denial, 
he ſays, but ſuch @s he intended for the qua- 
lity lady he once wiſhed: to call his daughter. 
“ Thus, ladies, I have concluded my little 
narrative, and, I dare ſay, you are both 
charmed that the lovers are ſo fortunate.— 
My, dear Mrs. Warner, cried; lady Stanley, 
you muſt introduce me to your Louiſa ; I adore 
her;“ J and I Alſo; added Lady Beaumont: 
| amiable girl 1-ſhe well deſerves her happineſs 
i — What a triumph was her's, to owe her feli- 
| city to the efforts of virtue.“ —“ Well, ſaid 


22 —rd — ns, 


Mrs. Warner, I hope ſoon to be favoured with 
a viſit from her; and you, ladies, ſnall cer- 
tainly be of the party 3 I ſhould add, that. her 
| parents have written an account to India of 
| Louiſa's marriage; and one of the other daugh- | 
| | tets goes out next ſeaſon to ſupply her place. 
| When tea was over, cards were propoſed, and 
| the gentlemen ſummoned to attend: Sir Wil- 
liam, though not without ſome confuſion, 
| apoligized for being under an indiſpenſible 
1 engagement, which obliged him to bteak from 
ſuch an agreeable party.—“ J thought, Wil- 
| liam, (ſaid Lady Beaumont, with ſome ſeve- 
| Tity in her manner,) you told me ; yeſterday, 
| you had no engagement to preclude your at- 
tendance on our good friends here.” For the 
dinner hours I certainly had not, madam; 
but : did not - underſtand | the evening was 
included in the invitation.” —““ Make no difh- 
culties, my young friend, (ſaid Mr, Warner,) 
15:83 conſider 
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confider theſe doors as always open to you and, 
go and come without ceremony or reſtraint.” 
Sir William felt abaſhed-at this kindneſs, which 
his mother acknowledged in warm terms of 
gratitude; he bowed. his thanks, and, taking 
leave of the ladies, rejoiced at his eſcape from 
ſuch dull company. He haſtened to Brookes's, 
and found his former companions, with ſome 
others, who were deeply engaged at play 
having, ſoon. formed a party, fortune, as uſual, 
changed fides alternately, but it was thought 
politic he ſhould this night be the winner, and, 
at the breaking up of the party, he was about 
forty guiricas, in pocket, which elated him 
greatly, and inſpired hopes that he ſhould ſoon- 
recover his loſſeſs ; conſequently they found 
no difficulty in prevailing on him to promiſe 


meeting them every evening, either before or 


after any other engagement. It was four in 
the morning when he returned home, and 
the different occurrences of the day engaged 
his thoughts for two or three hours after he 
retired, and therefore he was ſcarcely ſettled 
to ſleep when Lady Beaumont had her break- 


_ 


talt ; painful was the intelligence which accom- 


panied it; but ſhe ſaw there was no remedy 


but patience for the preſent. About twelve the 


Baronet awaked, and petting his breakfaſt, 
hurried away, eager to ſee Miſs Rivers, and 
preſent her with the trinket he had purchaſed ; 
he found her alone in an elegant diſbabile 3 ſhe 
had been diſordered by a violent head-ach, 
and looked ſo ſoft and languilhing, that he 
was quite in raptures. The preſent was re- 
ceived with an apparent  reluQance, ſo as to 
make Sir William believe he was the perſon 
obliged. by her acceptance of it, She informed 
him, 
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him, they had received an invitation to dine 
and ſpend the day with Lady Stanley, but 
that not being well enough to go herſelf, ſhe 
had with ſome difficulty prevailed on her mo- 
ther to go there in the evening without her; 
<« Conſequently, (added the ſmiling,) I muft 
ſpend a dull evening at home.” “% Will you 
permit me, my dear Miſs Rivers, to intrude 
myſelf, and endeavor to enliven thoſe ſolitary 
hours ?” She politely thanked him, but ap- 
prehended it might interfere with ſome more 
agreeable engagement. A very paſſionate re- 
ply on his fide, and her acquieſcence, ſettled 
the buſineſs. After paſſing two or three hours 
to their mutual ſatisfaction, he returned to 
dine with his mother, and reſolved to write 
an excuſe to his friends, and for one night 
poſtpone the recovery of his e for a more 
pleafing engagement. 

At table, +5 was all ſpirits and quiety's 1 
mother, pleaſcd at his good humour, avoided 
taking notice of his late hours, but aſked 
him, in a laughing way, if his acquaintance 
with Colonel Minors and Lord Stormer had 
not introduced him to ſome agrecable females 
yet. No, indeed, (replied he,) 1 have not 
the pleaſute of Knowing any young lady but 
Miſs. Rivers. —““ Well then, (ſaid her lady- 
ſhip,) if you have no engagement for- the 
evening on Friday next, here is a card from 
Lady Mandeville (a relation of Sir Edward 
Stanley's,) to invite us to a rout at her hopſe 

on that day, and I am informed her ladyſhip's 
parties are always moſt brilliantly attended 
2 85 you any objection to going? I muſt ſend an 
anſwer this evening.“ Sir William being in 
high good- -humour,. and deſirous of ey + 

is 
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his acthbafntänce, gart 2 ready aſſent, and 
an anſwer was returned age After 
dinner, he ftrolled down 15 Street, 
and Cafling in at the NT on houſe, was 
agreeably Gt rifed to meet there Lott Stotmer 
and two or three of his former 7 Aſter 
4 pfetty free citculation of the, g laſs, k+74 
eas to the biftiard-table: with” this gam 
Sir William® was entire! fe ute, and 
conſequently only looked. ut he was ſo 
xy amuſed as to Dergen e 'regrbr* he 
could not be a partaker \ in the divergon!“ c No- 
thing ſo cafily learnt, my dear Sir, (faid Mr. 
| Horner 3) if you will do me the honor to take 
a few leſſons from me, I N gg in 4 weck 
to make yo maſter of che ” "Phe Baronet 
accepted” this” polite offer, Rae it was agreed: 
to meet there every morning at eleven for au 
hour two; his friends ws mix“ preſſrxd hint 
to accompany them to we © % "ind? Fromm 
thence to their uſual place” of rendezydus, 
but this invitation he had juſt refolution en- 
ough to decline, and ro keep his engagement 
=p Wiſs" Rivers. One of th the tenen 
having ' 18 two Fottles of eſatet, he. was 
competed to partake * "of them, which, "add- 
bi Nt + at he had drank ace * — an 
is ſpirits to a ver hielt teh. Havin t- 
with" bis Pick, he Ader flew 1 65 ifs - 
ivers, ' who was alone, hd received: him 
with an air of tender ſatisfaction. Now, he 
thought, was the 2 to try his Milate: 
Mifs Rivers, at fit mor 7 pulſed” my but 
He — 2 offending, 0 1e = 
curring abger, And then Sam” ng 


forgive oy in one wmh3tþy Ws 045 
che eee wie Wee fr Fol 
3 b that 
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that young women would peruſe the excellent leſ- 
ſons of the inimitable Richardſon, and remem- 
ber, That the woman who does not properly 
reſent initiatory freedoms, is loſt,” O, that, they 
would earlylearn, that noman who really admires 
and reſpects them would date addreſs them with 


| improper liberties—the, air of reſpeQ, the diſtant 


awe and faltering tongue characteriſe the real 
lover, not the * ratling tongue of ſaucy elo- 
quence.” ner the preſuming freedom which 
leſſens reſpect and diminiſhes their conſequence. 
Poor, Miſs Rivers | a_ victim to artifice, du- 
plicity, and to the imprudent advice of an, ill- 
judging parent.—Unfortunate , woman | how 
are your, ſchemes defeated, how do all your 
arts and gontsivances, recoil . on.. yourſelf, and 
blaſt your, hopes, for ever !-—but ſuch muſt 
ver be the fate of premeditated deceit 3, can- 
four only and an ingenuous heart can ſtand 

<-teſt of time and accidents. The hour of 


Hoßon paſt, Miſs Rivers felt the horrors of 
her ſituation. She flew- from the arms of Sir 
William! in the. moſt poignant diſtreſs; he caught 


her " gown; as ſhe-was leaving the room, Nav. od 
her pardon, for the paſt and renewed: his. vows. 
of unalterable love :- ſhe turned to bim,, and 
with a Joo of anguiſh, which froze his ſoul, 
4. 1 upbraid vou not, fr, (cried, „ my own 
2 ha 5 undone me, and tis fit I ſhould be 


the ſafferer—let me never ſee you more; L 


have deſerved the evils that have befallen me,. 
and bitter ſelf-reproach muſt be the portion 
of in y future days. — She broke from him and 
ire to another room. he found it was ins 

vain 50 expect her return, and departed under. 
a rrain.gf 1 the moſt perplexing: and. 9 
ee feet moved en towards 


rookes's,. 
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' Brookes's, ' and his preſence ſo unexpected, 
was an agreeable ſurprife to his friends. The 
obſervant Colonel preſently ſaw ſomething ex- 
traordinary had happened, there was a degree 
of ſeriouſneſs and agitation in Sir William's 
appearance and manner not at all common. 
« How came we to have the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing you this evening? (ſaid he in an nronical 
tone) is Lady Beaumont engaged in a private 
party, or has the lovely Mits Rivers diſcarded- 
you in a pretended fit of anger? „ This laſt 
conjecture touched the ſtring which vibrated 
to his heart, and not having yet acquired? 
that faſhionable non-challance to affect total 
indifference to the moſt intereſting matters, 
the change in his countenance convinced the 
Colonel all was not right ;. ſuſpending his eu- 
riolity for the perfent, he peſſed him to play 
a rubber ;—unhappy from his own refleQions, - 
he readily complied; and playing inattentively 
he loſt conſiderably without even knowing 
what he loft 'till he was rouſed at the breaking 
up of the party, by finding his debts were 
ſeven hundred and fifty pounds: this effectu- 
ally brought him to his ſenſes; ſhocked at 
the loſs of ſo large a ſum, he turned to the 
Colonel, who had been his partner“! Ho 
is this, Colonel? (cried he) I thought we only 
played five guineas the rubber“ -“ At firft 
(anſwered his friend with an air of mortifica- 
tion) it was ſo; but our evil genius prompted 
us to double on, in hopes of covering in 
our loſſes, till we are completely fleeced: and 
where the devil to raiſe ſeven hundred pounds 
I: know not ;—1I have over drawn my agent 
and can't get a ſhilling there.“ Pho! (cried 
Mr. Horner) make no difficulties—Your note 
for 
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for one month, or even three, will do both for 
yourſelf and Sir William.” “ I am obliged to 
you, fir, (replied the Baronet) but I have the 
money by me, and certainly ſhall diſcharge the 
debt to-morrow.” On quitting the room the 
Colonel followed him: <4 My dear friend, what 
is the matter ? you have been out of ſpirits the 
whole evening and fo curſedly inattentive, that I 
am certain I owe the loſs of ſeven hundred pounds 
folely to your bag play.” I am very ſorry for 
it; (anſwered Sir William ;) and as Tann con- 
ſcious your reproach is juſt, I muſt beg to con- 
fider the whole debt as mine; 'tis not right 
you ſhould be the ſufferer by my careleſſ- 
neſs.” “ Neither ſhall yu by your generoſity ; 
(replied the artful Colonel ;) but if you can con- 
veniently lend me the money and take my note 
yourſelf, I would ſooner be obliged to you than 
any man living; but, I proteſt, I will have it 
on no other terms.“ You are welcome to it 
on any terms you pleaſe,” was the anſwer. — 
May I (faid the Colonel, ) prefume on your 
frendſhip ſo much as to enquire what particular 
diſtreſs has run away with your ſpirits, and 

played the devil with us this evening? ſhall E 
+, and, without being a eonjurer, ſuppoſe 
Miſs Rivers a party coneerned?“ “ She is in- 
deed, (replied the N with a figh,) I wiſh⸗ 
L had never ſeen her.. —“ What, the cunning” 
gypſey affects eruelty ** ſhe ? prit hee don't 
be melancholy ;. 'tis all artifice, believe me z: 
ſhe wants to draw you in; and that mother of 
her's is as cunning as the devil, but turn the 
tables upon them; affect indifference in your 
turn, and the game will be in your hands in leſs 
than a 19955 Indeed, Colonel, you know no- 


thing 
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thing of the matter, (ſaid Sir Willtam, peev- 
iſhly.) doko F 

- A ſaw by this there was a fecret, and, 
by dint of perſeverance, and a thouſand queſtions, 
he at length drew from him an account of the 
whole affair. And is this (cried Minors) fuch 
a wonderful ſad buſineſs as to make you out of 
ſpirits > Why, thou ftrange creature ! any other 
man would be out of his wits with tranſport.” 
* Really, (ſaid Sir William,) her diſtrefs 
wounded me to the very ſoul.—“ Diſtrefs f 
Ha, ha, ha; The old ſtale trick —but I for- 
give you, you are yet a novice: Prithee give 
up ſuch ſimple ideas. Would a modeſt girl, 
who had a reſpect for herſelf, or her character, 
invite ſuch a tete à tete with a young fellow? 
Certainly not. I believe the lady might not 
intend matters ſhould have been carried fo far, 
until ſhe had obtained a good ſettlement, and 
from her diſappointment and vexation aroſe the. 
diſtreſs you talk of, and not from injured virtue 
or violated modeſty, or ſhe would have avoided, 
not courted, ſuch opportunities.” „ And do 
you indeed think, (ſaid Sir William, with a 
ook of ſatisfaction) that the want of a ſettlement 
was the only cauſe of her vexation ?? „ To 
be ſure F do (anſwered the other;) write her 
a letter to-morrow with an offer of three: or four 
hundred a year, and a reconciliation will ſoon 
take place.“ They parted with much cordiali» 
ty, and Sir William, finding great relief from 
the advice of the Colonel, was very well diſ- 
poſed to ſhew his gratitude in any way uſeful to 
him. The Colonel, mean time, was delight 
ed with the ſecret communicated. to him; he 
dreaded, leſt the artifices of the mother and 
daughter ſhould have affected a matrimonial 
25 conneQion, 
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connection, which would have ruined his de- 
ſigns; but now that he ſaw the game in his 
own hands, three or four hundred-a year was a 
trifle which might well be ſpared out of Sir Wil. 
liam's fortune; Miſs Rivers would prevent his 
thoughts from. fixing on any other lady, and 
the Colonel knew he might derive a thouſand 
advantages to himſelt from being intruſted with 
the ſecret. Thus, with mutual ſatisfaction, the 
gentlemen repured: to reſt, where we will leave 
Sir William, tormented with broken ſlumbers 


and unpleaſant viſions, to enquire after the un- 
happy Miſs Rivers. 


CHAP. IX 


REFLECTION AND REPENTANCE.. 


HE moment Sir William left the houſe, 

| fſhe threw herſelf. on her bed in inexpreſ- 
ſible agonies. This unhappy young creature, 
though brought up in idleneſs and diſſipation, . 
had no propenſity to vice; dreſs, faſhion, and 
frivolity had been the buſineſs of her life, and 

_ ?tis eaſy to conceive what a young perſon muſt 
feel, deprived at once of every amuſement, and 
treated with a ſupercalious contempt by her for- 

| mer 
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2 
mer companions. Yet, with a prudent and af- 
fectionate parent, ſhe might in time have been 
reconciled to her ſituation; but Mrs. Rivers 
was eternally regretting the loſs of her former 
pleaſures, and inſtead of finding out ſome ra- 
tional mode of employing time, or endeavour- 
ing, by cheerfulneſs and reſignation to divert 
the chagrin of her daughter, ſne was always 
buſied in deviſing plans to recover their former 
elegance, encouraging her daughter in laying 
ſnares for the opulent gentlemen in the country, 
and when ſhe came to town, and by accident 

ot introduced to Lady Beaumont, ſhe fancied 
e ſaw all her fairy viſions realized, perſuaded 
her daughter to act as ſhe directed, without 
once conſidering the improper fituations the 
poor girl muſt be thrown into; but looking on 
Sir. William as a novice, eaſily inflamed, and 
as eaſily drawn into a marriage from motives of 
love alone, ſhe neither regarded decorum, nor 
attended to conſequences, only looking forward 
to the accompliſhment of her wiſhes of once 
more being enabled to figure in high life. Alas 
too many are the unthinking mothers of this 
age, who, by their own. example, eontradict 
every good precept their children may ſometimes 
happen to receive from education, and by throw- 
ing them early into company, exhibiting them 
at every public place, in ſhort, making the in- 
troduction of a daughter an excuſe to cover their 
own. fondneſs for. diffipation, they give their 
children a taſte for expenſive pleaſures and idle 
habits ;. and if, through a combination of unfor- 
tunate circumſtances, they are deprived of the 
means to gratify their wiſhes, what are the con- 
ſequences to be expected? Wit hout any le- 
ſources: within themſelves to precure. happineſs 
| or 
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of amvſements] without any abilities; the exet- 
tion of which might afford a decent ſubſiſtence, 
they have recoufſe to the meaneſt expedients to 
ſupport their pride, and too generally fall a fa- 
crifice to their vamity and the artifices of man- 
kind. The unfortunate Miſs Rivers remained- 
on the bed under all the horrors à feeling mind 
muſt endure from the late humiliting ad ven- 
ture, and without the power of conſolation from 
reflection, for that condemned her. When Mrs. 
Rivers came home, ſhe was informed, that her 
daughter was retired to bed very in; greatly 
alarmed, ſhe lew to her room, and found the 
unhappy victim of her pernicious precepts, un- 
der the moſt porgnant diſtreſs ; Good heavens! 
Anna, (exclaimed ſne,) What is the matter F 
Are you ill! Has Sir William difappvinted you?“ 
—<& O, would to Heaven he had F (anſwered 
Miſs Rivers, 'raiſtng herſelf, and fooking wildly 
at her mother;) Would to Heaven I had never 
ſeen him! O, madam, (added ſhe, catching 


her mother's hand,) I am undone, ruined for 


ever! Your advice has been my deſtruction !“ 
Mrs. Rivers gave a ſhriek, and fell doun on a 
chair unable to ſpeax “ Pardon me, adam, 
(cried? Miſs Rivers, ſtarting from the bed, par- 
den your wretched daughter ſor accufing you 
AI only am to blame; I ought to have foreſeen 
the conſequences of trying to engage the 'affec- 
tions of a young man ſo amiable 3 am the 
victim to my own duplicity.“— “ Wicked, fool- 
iſn girl ! (faid Mrs. Rivers, puſnhing her from 
he,) you have ruined all my hopes for ever: 
Where was your reſolution, Where the guard 
you ought to have held over your inelfnations, 
when you fell a prey to à mere novice - lad 
W in the world, unverſed in the wy 
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of ſeduction? Unworthy girl, you have de- 
ſtroyed my proſpects for ever !?—<* T know it 
all (anſwered the poor girl in a tone of diſpair;) 
I knowT am ruined beyond reparation, and my 
conſcience tells me I deferve it . Conſcience ! 
Your weakneſs, indeed, deſerved it—talk not 
of conſcience ; but confider, if there is no way 
to remedy the evils you have brought upon me: 
Did he promiſe you marriage?“ No, (an- 
fwered Miſs Rivers) he never did, and this quſ- 
tice I muft do him, I believe his intentions were 
innocent, and that he moſt ſincerely repents the 
fatal weakneſs of the moment which rendered 
me forgetful of what 1 owe to myſelf and to vir- 
tue. But I am very i, and cannot at preſent 
talk.” She leant back on 'the bed, and appear- 
ing very faint, her mother affiſted to undreſs 
and compole her; bidding her take comfort, as 
the evil was not, perhaps, without a remedy. 
The poor girl ſhook her head and ſighec. 
Mrs. Rivers began now to confider what was 
to be done; and aſtet canvaſſing various plans 
which occurred to her, and weighing Lady 
Beaumont's character, and Sir William's little 
acquaintance with the artifices of women, ſhe 
adopted one with ſome hopes of ſucceſs, and deter- 
mined to put it into execution next day. Miſs 
Rivers paſſed a ſleepleſs night, and in the morn- 
ing hau the appearance of an alarming fever: 
her mother ſent for a neghhouring apothecary, 
and having dreft herſelf, without acquainting 
her unhappy daughter of the defign ſhe had in 
view, ſallied forth to Stanhope-ftreet. Lady 
Beaumont was at Breakfaſt when Mrs. Rivers 
arrived, and though greatly ſurpriſed at fuch 
an carly viſit, gave inſtant orders for her ad- 
* mittance; Sir William was ſtill in bed, and 
8 | therefore 
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tferefore did not hear ef her coming. Mrs. 
Rivers entered Lady Beaumont's eee 
with an air of grief and deſpair; the ſervant 
having withdrawn, ſhe threw herſelf. into her 
chair, and burſt into tears: Lady Beaumont, 
ſurpriſed and affected, roſe immediately to con- 
ſole her, with the moſt tender politeneſs. Ohl 
Lady Beaumont, (cried. ſhe,) you behold the 


moſt miſerable of women. 1 am undone ; my 


dear fatherleſs child is ruined for ever, and your 
fon the cruel cauſe.—“ My fon | (exclaimed 
Lady Beaumont) good Heavens, madam, what 
do you mean?” Mrs. Rivers, then, amidft tears 
and fighs, related the whole affair, but gloſſed 
it over in ſuch an artful manner as to take all 
blame from herſelf and. throw the whole on Sir 
Wilhtam.—A gentleman of rank and faſhion, 
(continued ſhe,) has, for ſome: time, been par- 
tial to Anna, and I have treated her ſeverely for 
refuſing him, *tis plain her partiality to Sir Wil- 
liam, and. her. reliance on his honour was the 


canſe ; and now how cruelly has he requited 


that preference! O Lady Beaumont, an, ami- 
able virtuous young woman, my only comfort 
and hope in. life is ſeduced, | 65, from the 
paths of virtue, and ſoon, too ſoon, will leave 
me childleſs and miſerable ! for death is her only 
wiſh ! Tis impoſſible to convey an idea of La- 
dy Beaumont's grief and aftomiſhment at ſuch 
an unexpected detail of the miſconduQ of her 
ſon: (the very ſbert time be had been in Town to. 
be guilty: of ſuch encrmities) gave her the moſt 
ſenſible affliftion :—ſhe pauſed, heſitated, and 
was wholly at a loſs for a reply: Mrs. Rivers 
wept abundantly—Lady Beaumont felt the fin- 
cereſt compaſſion for her fituation, and at laſt, 
taking her hand, tis. needleſs I believe, 58 

ar 
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dear madam, (ſaid ſne) for me to expreſs the ; 
horror and concern 1 feel on this  occafion>; 
would to Heaven I had it in my power to re- 
move your ſorrow ! but I am totally at à loſs 
how to act; I will ſee and talk to my ſon, and 
enter warmly into the cauſe of yoùr amiable un- 
fortunate daughter ; yet as he is independent of 
me, and his own maſter, if juſtice, honor and 
compaſſion have no weight with him, I fear 
my influence is not to be depended on“ —“ Ah, 
madam ] | (cried Mrs. Rivers,) I feel your 
goodneſs, and you, I am ſure, muſt pity a 
-parent's diſtreſs.— To have but one child, (but 
one hold on earth to engage my affections,) 
and to have that one rendered miſerable for 
life through an unhappy attachment and a mo- 
mentary weakneſs, alas, this laſt evil is more 
ſevere than all the woes I have lately felt, for 
now my only hope of comfort is torn from me 
2 Dear madam, (anſwered l. ady Beau- 
mont, ) let me beſcech you to be compoſed ; re- 
turn to your diſconſolate daughter, endeavour 
to ſooth her to peace, and depend upon ſeeing 
me in the evening. If I can prevail with my 
fon, be aſſured I ſhall acknowledge Miſs Rivers 
as my daughter.—Delighted by this aſſurance 
the aim of all her wiſhes, this artful woman 
took leave with all the appearance of heavy 
grief, 'and.deep-felt gratitude to Lady Beaumont. 
After Mrs. Rivers had left her, Lady Beau- 
mont fell into a train of the moſt. painful 
reflections; though ſhe moſt ſeverely condemn- 
ed her ſon, yet, ſhe: could not think the young 
lady quite blameleſs: their acquaintance had 
been: fo) ſhort as to have precluded any ſtrong 
attachment, or any great degree of intimacy: 
ſne could not find much ſatisfaction in the * 

3 O 
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of her | ſon's marrying} Miſs! Rivers; as the 
concluded there muſt have been ſome 1apro- 
per levities in her behawiourg buli; when the 
confider the ftuation of the mother and daugh- 
ter, and the afflictions and misfortunes the y had 
encountered by the death of Mr River and 
the loſs of a ſplendid income, the! felt her 
compaſſion ſo ſtrongly engaged as to overweigh 
every other conſideration:— ſhe rang the bell 
and enquired if Sir William was ſtirring, and 
being anſwered in the affimative ſeht to. Jet 
him know ſhe. wied to ſpeak to him before he 
went out. He was then engaged in writing 
to Miſs Rivers, and being guided by the Co- 
lonel's advice, actually made her an offer of 
taking her a genteel houſe and ſettling on her 
400 l. a year for life T having diſpatehed a 
very tender epiſtle, and requeſted leave to 
wait on her in the evening, he repaired to his 
mother's apartment, and was not 4 tele 
ſtruck at obſerving a ſolemnity ow her femores 
not common, and the traces of tears in ther 
eyes. — Having faſtened the door, after ſome 
heſitat ion, the! addreſſed him: I am much 
grieved, Sir William, to be compelled to ac- 
cuſe yo of the moſt cruel and diſhon durable 
ans, of deſtroying the peace o 2 worthy 
parent and rendering an atniabler yount wo- 
man miſerable for ever.“ Sir * ſtarted, 
turned pale and trembled wih ile / and 
vex ation ſre, (added ſhe): this wien 1 
have informed you Mis. Rivers bas been with 
me, 1 need not be more explicit; O, my. ſon, 
how ſwiftly have you followed error and plung- 
ed into vice what reparation can you offer 
a unhappy young woman, born to higi pro- 
8 by ſevere alllictions deprived of afſtu- 


ences, 
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ence, and no thrown hy a moment's criminal 
indulgence beyond the loweſt of her ſex 1. The 
diſpenſations of Providence, however afflictive, 
may be rendered ſupportable where there is 
no fſelt-reproach to embitter reflection: but 
how is the unhappy. Miſs Rivers to bear re- 
troſpect ion? and by what fallacious arguments 
can vn reconcile; to yourſelf the irreparable 
injuries: done to a family ſufficiently unhappy 
before you added; ſhame. and remorſe to their 
misfortunes? Unable to frame any kind of 
reply, Sir William ſat motionleſs, oppreſſed. with 
a thouſand different ſenſations, ſometimes. he 
was inclined from pity to tell his mother, he 
was ready to marry Miſs Rivers, but then the 
character he had heard both of the mother 
and daughter, and the indiſereet conduct, to 
call it no worſe, of the latter, the ridicule he 
ſhould incur from Minors, and the being ſo 
early confined by a matrimonial engagement, 
more than over-balanced his compaſſion for 
Miſs Rivers, and his compunction for his fault. 
— after a variety of contending emotions, the 
reſult of which Lady Beaumont ſilently await- 
ed; J hope, madam, (ſaid he,) you will 
believe I had no particular de ſign of ſeducing Miſs 
Rivers, and that I moſt ſincerely lament. our 
late unhappy error; I was fond of her tis true, 
but the advances both of mother and daughter 
met me at leaſt half-way, and laſt night we 
were thrown together purpoſely I have n 
doubt“ How, William! interupted her la- 
dyſhip, are you mean and wicked enough to en- 
dieavoun at leſſening your own crimes by afcrib- 

ing to imprudence and deſign the civilities 
you received from unſuſpeding innocence? 


fie, 
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fie, oo ! this is really ; in my eyesan aggravRionef 
ilt.”- «© Hear me with patience, madam, 
— then judge with 'candour.” —He now re- 
peated, without naming; his author, the intel- 
ligence he had heard from Minors 3 he men- 
tioned the frequent opportunities given him 
by the mother, and the very apparent deſign 
of the daughter to draw him ing and though 
he confeſſed ſhe ſeemed bitterly to repent the 
fatal indulgence ſhe had given him, he was in- 
clined to think even that proceeded more from 
momentary remorſe than from real virtue. 
«« [Impoſſible ! (cried Lady Beaumont) tis im- 
poſſible they can be ſuch as you repreſent them: 
you are deceived and impoſed on by ſome profligate, 
who wiſhed to render you equally wicked with 
himſelf.—My heart bleeds for them, your ho- 
nor, your humanity is concerned in making 
reparation; there is but one way, and that is 
to marry Miſs Rivers !“ —“ Marry her! (re- 
peated the Baronet,) would your May wiſh 
me to marry a girl without friends and fortune, 
and who has been ſo imprudent ?” „ Yes, 
(anſwered ſhe warmly,) thoſe very deficiencies 
are her recommendations; had a young woman 
of fortune fallen into ſuch a criminal indulgence 
1 ſhould have deſpiſed her; but this poor un- 
fortunate girl has no reſource againſt ſhame 
and the contempt of the world; and although 
her fault is not leſſened by her poverty, yet 
her claims upon your humanity are the ſtrong- 
er, for you have ruined her peace of mind for 
ever; you have brought ſelf- re proach on the 
unfortunate, and you now give her up to ca- 
lumny and diſgrace. Yeſterday I would have 
objected to your union with Miſs Rivers, to day 
1 urge, I entreat you to marry her; ſhe 1 a 
claim 
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claim to juſtice, and there is no other way to 
render it—you ſay you are fond of her, make 
yourſelf then truly amiable in her eyes; have 
a claim to her affection and gratitude for life, 
by making her your's for ever.” —Thus ear- 
neſtly preſſed, Sir William was at a loſs how 
to act, he had no inclination to marry, till leſs 
to unite himſelf with Miſs Rivers; after pauſing 
ſome time, he begged four and twenty hours 
to conſider of it,—this delay did not pleaſe 
Lady Beaumont, ſhe thought reflection and the 
advice of his companions would over-turn all 
her arguments; yet, when ſhe confidered that 
her compaſſion for Miſs Rivers ought not to 
make her forgetful of her ſon's happineſs, and 
that to force a wife upon him might imbitter 
all his future days, ſhe knew not what to ſay; 
—he had a right to free agency, and if ſome 
little affeQion did not plead for the poor girl as 
well as her perſuaſions, the marriage might 
prove a curſe to both. Under this conviction, 
the replied ; “ undoubtedly take time to conſi- 
der; and may the reſult, whatever it is, be 
equally advantageous to your honor and your 
happineſs !—I ſhall, nevertheleſs, go to Green- 
ſtreet and offer what conſolation is in my. power 
to both mother and daughter.—“ Do not (cried 
Sir William,) make any promiſes, or inſpire 
hopes which may prove deluſive. “ You 
may be ſure I will not, anſwered ſhe.” They 
then ſeparated; Sir William retired to dreſs, 
and when dreſſed flew away in ſearch of his 
friend and counſellor, to ſupply him with the 
money he had promiſed, and to pay his own 
debts of the preceding evening. He found 
the Colonel at the Coffee- houſe, and after they 
had ſettled the buſineſs of the money, much to 
his ſatisfaction, Sir William - proceeded to in- 


form 
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form him of the letter het had ſent to Miſs Ri- 
vers, of the mother's viſit to Lady Beaumont, 
and of the convenſation between his mother and 
himſelf. What the devil, (cried Minors,) is 
our mother ſo romantic, that becauſe the girl 
has neither fortune or virtue, you muſt ſupply 
the one and patgh. up the other ? Pretty doc- 
trine indeed |. but I — my friend, you have 
more ſenſe than to be the dupe of Mrs. Rivers's 
ſchemes and artiſice — . Certainly 1 will not, 
but ercally I am at loſs what to do“ “( do ! 
(eried the Colonel,) do any thing but marry; 
a pretty thing indeed to marry ſuch a girl, 
and pay the price of matrimony to introduce 
her into life for the uſe of your friends. — 
— Nay, Colonel, (anſwered Sir William,) 
1 believe you . injure the poor girl, I really do 
not think her vicious.“ No, certainly,  (faid 
Minors,) nothing but the attractions of Sir Mil- 
iam Beaumont could have lulled her virtue to ſleep : 
however, to be ſerious, 1 am- pretty well ac- 
quainted-with the world and no ſtranger to the 
artifices and inclinations. of the female part of 
it, and whenever I ſe a girl brought up in a 
ſtyle of dreſs and faſhion. ſhe has nd fortune to 
ſupport 3. whenever I ſee an imprudent mother 
exhibiting, her daughter at every public place, 
and encouraging young fellows to buz about her 
without any proper reſtrictions; depend upon it 
the girl is a coquet, a jut, or any thing a young 
man of ſortune may chuſe to make ot her, and the 
mother little better than a procureſs, who is on 
the watch to make the beſt bargain ſhe can for 
her daughter: —“7 But, (ſaid Sir William,) 
there is nothing reprehenſihle in a parent's wiſhes 
and endeavours to provide for a child.” —** No, 


(anſwered, Minors) not where thoſe wiſhes and 
endeavours 
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are confinetl wichin the kmits of decorum ; but 


Mrs. Rivers — would à prudent: mother have 
brought her daughtet again into the gay world 


to make her languiſh for pleaſures out of her 
power to purchaſe ? would a prudent mother 


invite the company of young gay mem, and 
leave them tete à tete with her child at all hours? 
No, no, Beaumont, they may endeavour to im- 


poſe upon you, as one ignorant of the world 


and its cuſtoms, but they could not dupe me.” 
“ Neither ſhall they impoſe on me, (replied 


Sir William,) I like Miſs Rivers very well as a 


companion, and if ſhe accepts my offers ſhall 
find much pleaſure in contributing to her eaſe 
and happineſs ; but as to marrying hen, I am de- 
termined againſt it. And then, (faid the Co- 
lonel in a whining tone,) then will mamma 
ſcold, then will Mits cry, then will Lady Beau- 
mont lecture, and have you courage to ſtand 
ſuch attacks?“ „ Yes, you will find I have 
ſpirit enough to ſtand my ground, and not fa- 
crifice my happineſs to compulſion or perſuaſ- 
on.”—*©* Well, then, you have more reſolution 
than I expected ;—let us ſee you in the evening, 
for I long to know the event of your letter and 
Lady Beaumont's viſit.” —They ſeparated, Sir 
William took two or three turns in the Mall to 
reflect on the important BuFnefs before him), 


previous to meeting his mother, whom he halt 


x 


dreaded to ſe. 
Her ladyſhip; ſoon after he went out, ordered 
het carriage, and drove to Mrs. Rivery's ; that 
lady ſaw her alight with much pleaſure and high 
expectation; Lady Beaumont enquired very 
tendetly after Mifs Rivers; the mother ſaid ſhe 
had been let blood, and appeared rather more 
Vor. I. F compoſed; 
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[ leave you to judge if ſuch was the conduct of 
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compoſed ; . I will tell her. youlare here,” (add- 
ed the.) e Not unleſs you. think my preſence 
may afford her any comfort, (ſaid Lady Beau- 
mont ;) and L wiſh, dear, madam, to let you 
know my hopes are very ſlender, though my 
.waſhes are ſtrong.” She then repeated ſuch parts 
of thg conyerſation, between herſelf and Sir 
William, as could not offend Mrs. Rivers's de- 
licacy, and concluded with ſaying, <4 You, ſec, 
that having no power to compel my ſon, if 1 
fail in perſuaſion, all hopes are at an end; and 
ſhould that unhappily be the caſe, I muſt infiſt that 
you permit me to ſettle ſuch a ſum on Miſs Ri- 
vers as ſhe might have expected for pin-money 
had ſhe been my ſon's wife; her delicacy, 1 
dare ſay, will never permit her to marry, and 
therefore tis my duty to provide for her in ſuch 
a manaer as may guard her from all pecuniary 
difficulties in living ſingle.“ Mrs. Rivers was 
about to acknowledge Lady Beaumont's kindneſs 
when Sir William's letter was brought; both 
the ladies was ſurpriſed, and Mrs. Rivers pro- 
poſed opening it: This her ladyſhip declined, 
and begged it might be conveyed to the young 
lady; adding, Sincerely do I wiſh the con- 
tents may be ſuch as to afford her comfort and 
pleaſure. The letter being ſent up, before they 
had time to renew their converſation, the bell was 
rang with great violence, and Mrs. Rivers, run- 
ning up ſtairs, almoſt inſtantly cried out, Oh, 
Lady Beaumont, my child is dying!“ 
Beaumont, extremely alarmed, followed her, 
and, on entering the room, ſaw the unhapp 
girl had fainted away; fhe drew near the bed, 
and applicd her falts, whilſt Mrs. Rivers was bu- 
hly employed in reading the letter which lay 
open, and appearcd. to be the cauſc of this ne 
| | den 
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den alarm. Mrs. Rivers put the letter in her 
pocket, and having mixed ſome hartſhorn and 
water, tried to force it down. the throat of her 
daughter, who began to ſhew ſome ſigns of life: 
At length, opening her eyes, with a deep ſigh, ſhe 
fixed them on Lady Beaumont, faintly ſcream- 
ed, and hid her head in the pillow. The ſer- 
vant being diſmiſſed, Lady Beaumont took her 
hand, and tenderly preſſing it, “ Be compoſed, 
my dear young lady, (ſaid ſhe ;) here are none 
but friends about you; I promiſe to be your firm 
unalterable friend; look up then with comfort, 
and let all diſagreeable events he hlotted from 
your remembrance like the viſions of the night.“ 
Miſs Rivers raiſed her head, and looking with 
great carneſtneſs, anſwered, „I thank you, 
madam, for your unmexrited kindneſs 3 but there 
is no comfort for me!“ «© You know not that, 
(ſaid her ladyſhip;) endeavour to be reconciled 
to yourſelt, and all will be well.” A deep ſigh was 
Miſs Rivers's only anſwer; and as ſhe appeared 
reſtleſs and uneaſy, Lady Beaumont took leave, 
repeatedly aſſuring her of her affection, and 
promiſing toſec her again next day. Mrs. Rivers 
called in the ſervant, and then following Lady 
Beaumont, “ You'ſce, madam, (ſaid ſhe) to 
what a miſcrable condition your fon has reduced 
my child; he ought, if he is a man of honor, 
to redreſs her wrongs.” I do ſee, madam, I 
{ce with much compaſſion, Miſs Rivers's fitua- 
tion; and did it depend on me, I have already 
told you my ſentiments ; but young men, at his 
time of life, are ſeldom talked into meaſures of 
this kind without the concurrence of inclination, 
which I melt ſineerely wiſh may operate in fa- 
yor of your daughter; every thing that depends 
on myſelf for your caſe and comfort you may be 
Tait ! F 2 aſſured 
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alſuredd of, Lady Beaumont took leave; and m- 
turned to meet her ſon at dinner; ſhe-acquaint- 
ed him with ker viſtt, and how ill ſhe had left 
Miſs Rivers. There is one circumſtance (con- 
tinued ſhe) that I wiſh to have explained; a let- 
ter from you came whilſt I was there, and to 
that letter, it is pretty evident, was owing the 
fit Miſs Rivers was ſeized with; the contents 
were not communicated to me, and 1 own my- 
ſelf curious to know what they were.” Sir Wil- 
liam was all confuſion 3 he curſed the careleſs 
remiſfneſs of his ſervant in delaying the delivery 
of the letter, and was never'more at a loſs for a 
reply. „ ſee (faid his mother) I am not to be 
let into the ſecret 3 yet 1 ſhould imagine, after 
what I already know, there can be no reaſon 
for concealment.—“ Indeed (replied Sir Wil- 
liam at laſt) there is nothing to conceal ; I wrote 
a few lines to expreſs my ſorrow and regret, and 
entreated'her to make herſelf eaſy, as I ſhould 
be always glad to promote her happineſs. Some- 
thing like that I know it was.'—<< Well, (re- 
plied her ladyſhip tis not of much conſequence 
what its contents were; I have engaged to call 
on Mrs. Rivers to-morrow, as you have pro- 
miſed to determine within that time, I fincerely 

hope I may be the meſſenger of good news.” — 
% ?Tis needleſs, madam, (ſaid he) to keep 
you in ſuſpenſe when I have made up my own 
mind; I moſt truely regret the folly I have been 
guilty of, and will do any thing you may think 
proper to reſtore Miſs Rivers's peace; but—I 
cannot marry her —““ And is this reſolution 
of your's the reſult of ſerious deliberation ?” 
ce Tt is, madam, I cannot think of marriage 
as yet; Iam young, have ſeen nothing of the 
werls; 8 the female part of it; and, 
1 think, 
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I think, to unite myſelf to Miſs Rivers without 
a decided preference in ber favor, would be 
doing an equal injury to both.” „, And pray, 
(ſaid her ladyſhip) did you never lead this poor 
girl to believe you did prefer her to others?“ — 
«© ] do not think I did abſolutely; I have ad- 
mired her perſon, and warmly declared my ad- 
miration, but indeed, madam, my little atten- 
tions were ſo very favorably received, 'twas un- 
neceſſary to make proteſtations or . promiſes ; 
in a word, I am well perſuaded it was a preme- 
ditated deſign of Mrs. Rivers's and her daugh- 
ter's to draw me into marriage; the young lady 
not being quite ſo artful as her mother, in an 
unlucky moment, fell a ſacrifice ; if ſhe is mi- 
ſerable, I am truly ſorry ; but matrimony muſt 
be out of the queſtion.” —** I know not (ſaid Lady 
Beaumont, very gravely,) from whom you have 
obtained, your. new lights and free ſentiments, 
but I muſt tell you plainly, the ruin of an innocent 
young woman is a crime of, the deepeft dye, 
and calls for repentance and amendment too ;— 
however you may reconcile it to yourſelf, I know 

you have made me extremely miſerable; for onl 
a corrupted heart can be callous to ſuch diſtref, 
as you have occaſioned. - Oh, William | ſo early 
initiated into vice, and ſo ready to adopt unzuſt 
prejudices! Alas that any heart can be ſo de- 
void of feeling as to add unkindneſs and re- 
proach to the anguiſh of a broken ſpirit and an 
afflicted heart | What a taſk have you impoſed | 
on me | And how ſhall ] meet this unhappy 
girl to-morrow ?” ** ] am really ſorry for what 
has happened, but, my dear mother, you give 
yourſelf unneceſſary pain; Mrs. Rivers is not 
the woman you take her to be; and for the 
daughter, with her pretty perſon, and the mo- 
ther's 
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ther's management, ſhe may ſtill get well married.” 
So ſaying, he haſtily left the room. Lady Beau- 
mont ſaw, with much ſorrow, the libertine prin- 
eiples inſtilled into his mind, and bitterly re- 
gretted his want of knowledge reſpecting men 
and manners. Alas ! (ſaid ſhe) from an anxiety 
to preſerve his morals uncorrupted by a public 
education, I have kept him in one narrow circle; 
and now, being at once plunged into high life, 
and unluckily fallen into a diffipated profligate 
acquaintance, how ſoon are his morals deprav- 
ed! And in all probability he will follow his 
libertine purſuits with ten thouſand times more 
avidity than if he had earlier been inducted in- 
to the knowledge of the world. This vile de- 
ſtructive town ? Would to Heaven we had ne- 
ver ſeen, or always refided in it!“ Sir Wil- 
liam in the mean time was not free from anxie- 
ty; his paſſion for Miſs Rivers was not very vi- 
olent, yet he did not like the idea of lofing 
her :—No anfwer had been returned to his let- 
ter; his mother judged her fits had been occaſi- 
oned by peruſing it, and ſhould the contents be 
communicated to Lady Beaumont, he was con- 
ſoious ſhe would have juſt cauſe to be exaſpe- 
rated againſt him: He had not the reſolution 
to preſent himſelf at Mrs. Rivers's door, but re- 
paired to his companions under much diſquie- 
tude, and with a very ' ſerious countenance. 
There were three tables engaged when he en- 
tered the room, and Lord Stormer was walking 
about apparently much agitated. The parties 
nodded to the Baronet, and the Colonel told him 
he ſhould preſently eut in; a matter he was to- 
_ tally indifferent about; hut advancing to Lord 

stormer, he enquited if his lordſhip had done 
play.—“ Would to Heaven (replied he, with 
: | eagetneſs) 
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eagerneſs) I had never played at all —0, Sir 
William, I am undone—!I have left an immenſe 


ſum, and where the devil to raife a guinea F 


know not! Thoſe. two ſtrangers yeu ſee at 
yonder table have completely flecced me; the 
Colonel thought them navices, but they are a 
match for him with all his fineffe.” This laſt 
obſervation ſtartled. Sir William, but before he 
had time for obſervation, two-of the-tables broke 
up; the Colonel declared himſelf a winner of 
about 300 pounds, and in high ſpirits, challeng- 
ed the Baronet to take him up; he was never 
leſs inclined: to play, yet to avoid reflections, 
at that time, not very pleaſant, he conſented, 
and aſked: Lord Stormer to join the table. 
would do ſo with all my heart, (replied he) but 
I have loſt every ſhilling ; therefore muſt play 
on credit if I play at all.” If twenty guineas 
will be of any oft, (ſaid Sir William) they are 
at your ſervice: Tis a moiety of what I have 
in my purſe, and as much as I ſhall play for this 
evening... J accept 
his lordſhip;) and am much obliged to you. 
The Colonel here would not lend me a fix- 
pence.” —*« Not J, faith”, (replied Minors.) 
They ſat down to play ; Sir William and Lord 
Stormer againſt the Colonel and Mr. Bangor, 
one of the ſtrangers. Fortune till ſat her face 
againſt the two former; their ready money 
ſoon changed fides; and his lordſhip being 
deſperate, and Sir William careleſs and inat- 
tentive to his loſſes, from the agitation of his 
mind, they began to play on credit, doubling 
the ſtakes every time, till their opponents 
thought it convenient to aſſume the maſk, of 
forbearance, and told the lofers, that as ill luck 
purſued them ſtill, they had better take their 

4 revenge 


your friendly offer (ſaid 


/ 
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revenge next day: The unſucceſsful gent le- 
men, pretty well tired, and out of ſpirits, agreed 
to the propoſal; but what was their ſurpriſe to 
find the amount of their loſſes was near a thou- 
ſand pounds each! To regret or complain 
availed nothing; they therefore gave notes for 
the money, and after agreeing to meet at the 
play the following evening, and from thence 
adjourn to their engagement, they ſeparated. 


Lord Stormer retired, overwhelmed with vexa- 


tion, Sir William to brood over his accumulat- 


- ed misfortunes ; he had now loſt every ſhilling 


of the two thouſand pounds he had taken up, 
and was nearly four hundred in debt: What 
was to be done? There was no remedy ; he 
muſt apply to his city friend, who before accom- 
modated him, and take up another thouſand. 
Fatigued and uneaſy, he went to bed, but ſleep 


forſook him; reflection in the forms of Miſs 


Rivers, and the gaming-table, precluded all re- 
poſe ; and in the morning he found himſelf un- 
refreſhed, and wii a violent head-ach. 


' ERRORS- OF -EDUCATION.; ae, 


HEROIC RESOLUTION. 


N the morning, ſoon after | breakfaſt, Lady 
Beaumont prepared to call on Mrs. Rivers 
under the moſt painful difficulties in what man- 
ner to unfol i her ſon's reſolutions: On alighting 
from. her carriage, ſhe was informed Mifs Ri- 
vers was much better; Mrs. Rivers received 
her in the drawing- room, with a-countenance 
on which ex pectation, hq and fear, were 
very viſible. After expreſſing her fatisfaction 
that Miſs. Rivers was mote compoſed, Lady 
Beaumont addreſſed Mra. Rivers with tome 
emotion: I. am ſotry, my dear madam, 
that I cannot ſelioitate myſelf on being the meſ- 
ſenger of good news 3 all my arguments have 
failed to bring my ſon. to à reſolution of marri- 
age; he does juſtice. to Miſs Rivers's merit, 
and ſincerely laments a misſortune which he 
declares Was owing more to accident and cir- 
cumſtances than to any premeditatedidefign on 
kis-, part, or weakneſs: on her's. What ſhall I 
ſay, dear madam, to alleviate your diſtreſo of 
mind? J know. there ean be no | compenſation 
offered for what is in valuable; and, from ny 
7 25 1319139" F5 lon, 
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ſon, I know you would diſdain to receive a 
favor. Fortune, I know, has not dealt juſtly 
with you: Will you honor me ſo far as to accept 
from me / 400 for your life and your amiable 
daughter's ? Tis the only means to make me 
happy, and reconcile me to my ill- adviſed 
fon?“ Mrs. Rivers had been violently agitated 
during this addreſs; at the concluſion ſhe aroſe, 
and, opening a cabinet, took the letter which Sir 
William kad ſent the precedingday, anddelivering 
it, © Before I make any reply to your ladyſhip's 
' kindneſs, (ſaid the) I wiſh you to peruſe that 
letter.“ ?*Tis hardly poſſible to form any idea 
of Lady Beaumont's ſurpriſe when ſhe read her 
fon's  profligate propoſal, and found how much 
he had deceived her. is needleſs, ma- 
dam, I hope, for me, to expreſs my deteſtation 
of this infamous ſcroll; J bluſh at my ſon's 
unwworthineſs; but let me beſeech you to forget 
that F am his mother, and deign to accept my 
offer. Mrs. Rivers, well convinced her fa- 
vorite fcheme of marriage muſt be given up, 
caſt about in her mind what would be next 
deſt; the income Lady Beaumont offered was 
2 genteel addition, and would enable her do 
make a figure abroad, where her daughter 
might, ſhe thought, ſtil} marry advantageouſly't 
She, therefore, after many expreſſions of gra- 
titude, aeceded to her ladyſhip's requeſt, and 
invited her upſtairs to ſee her daughter t: They 
found Miſs>Rivers: had juſt riſen, and with in- 
finite contern Lady Beaumont ſawe the ravages 
o ſhort la period had made in her form— the 
a lady burſt into tears on their entrance? 
: tadyihips could not command her's from 
pings and taking ber hand, My drar 
Maſs Rovers; (fait ſlie) lex us have no difagreeable 
7 4 retroſpections; 
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retroſpections; : conſider me as a 81 devoted 
to your, fervice,” , Mrs. Rivers then very ab- 
ruptly acquainted her daughter with Lady Beau 
mont's kindneſs, which, of itſelf explained Sir 
 Wilkam's ſentiments 3 ſhe pauſed a little, and 
then, turning to her mother, aſked whether ſhe 
might be left for a few minutes alone with La- 
dy Beaumont ?P—** Certainly, child,” (ſaid, 
Mrs. Rivers, rifing ;) but added in à low voice,” 
« It wilt be of no effect.“ No ſooner had Mrs. ; 
Rivers quitted the room, than the poor girl 
threw herfelf at Lady Beaumont's feet, in ſpite 
of her efforts to prevent her.—“ Do not, ma- 
dam, attempt to raiſe me; let me, in this poſ- 
ture, confefs my folly, my great ünworthineſs, 
and that my puniſhment is but adequate to; 
my crime. The laſt twenty-four hours have 
brought me to a ſenſe of my guilt.” —* I can- 
not hear you, my dear Miſs Rivers, in that 
poſture ; riſe, I entreat '5 and do not repeat _ 
any circumſtances which. muſt occaſion equal 
pain to me and to yourſelf. ?—« I will cies 
madam, (anſwered fhe) fince you requeſt it 
but you muſt hear what I have to ſay. I was 
brought up in affluence and ence. ang 
taught a few ſuperficial accompliſhments, on 
ſpch as are uſualfy acquired at Ahionable Tie 
ing-ſchools ;=the laſs of my father, and a 
plendi income, threw my mather imo great 
ficukies; at my requeſt, we retired into the 
_ where her whole time was employed 
in bu r We and formin ſchemes to re- 
gain her former randeur. Had ſhe been re- 
conciled to her fate, in all probability I ſnould 
have betn ſo to mine; but continual regrets 
en her part made me difebntented: likewiſe : She 
endeavoured to engage the attention of ſeveral 
of 
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of the neighbouring opulent gentlemen 3 but 
a young woman brought up in the higheſt 
ſtile, without a fortune, could be no defirable 
connexion for them.—A little matter of buſi- 
neſs gave us a pretence to viſit town, and again 
my mother flattered herſelf ſome of my former 
admirers might renew their addreſſes. Alas! 
thoſe admirers were the butterflies of a day; 
they baſked in the ſunſhine, but, when night 
came, they forſook their once favorite haunts 
to ſeek for entertainment in a brighter ſKy. I 
was no longer the charming, the opulent Miſs 
Rivers; poverty had robbed me of my attrac- 
tiofis, and my former affluence was conſidered 
as a reproach. My mother ſeeing all attempts 
to renew our pretentions to faſhion and gay 
acquaintance met with the moſt mortifying re- 
pulſe, reſolved to quit London. The day pre- 
vious to our intended departure, we called on 
Lady Stanley, who was juſt come to town; 
there we had the honor, (a fatal one to me!) 
of meeting your ladyſhip and Sir William. My 
mother, ever on the watch, inſtanty foreſaw 
the advantages which might ariſe from our cul- 
tivating an intimacy with you and Jour ſon. 
Our journey was poſtponed; I was directed to 
throw myſelf in his way, and, if poſſible, 
engage his affections:— To my ſhame, I 
confeſs, I too readily obeyed theſe »rders. 
At firſt Sir William was totally indifferent to 
me—he was frequently invited; I ſpared no 
pains to attract his attentions; my mother 
uſed frequently to leave us: I began to find 
my own affections inſenſibly engaged, and 
ſometimes bluſhed at the duplicity I practiſed. 
Je grew very fond of me; my mother charged 
me to bring him to a declaration to accept his 
tt 2 5 offers, 
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offers, and hurry matters to a concluſion with- 
out your knowledge. One fatal evening I was 
left to entertain him, with all proper inſtruc- 
tions to render that evening decifive 3 and de- 
cifive it was (added ſhe, burſting into tears,) 
of my future miſery for ever..“ Say not fo, 
my. amiable girl; your ſincerity and candour 
muſt, atone, in the eyes of judgment and rec- 
titude, for all your errors. — You are too 
good to me, madam, (anſwered ſhe,) but I 
will proceed: Sir William ſeemed uncommon] 
fond of me; his warm expreſſions of tenderneſs 
and admiration ſunk into my heart, and lull- 
ed my prudence aſleep.— Al let no modeſt 
young woman ever indulge herſelf with ſuch 
dangerous #&te-&-tftes Let her be warned, 
from me, to diſtruſt herfelf, nor ſuffer the leaſt 
freedom, nor the ſmalleſt deviation from pru- 
dence and delicacy !—Juſtly ſays the poet: 


« He comes too near, that comes to be denied.“ | 


What can I ſay, madam ? without one vicious 
thought or inclination, in an evil moment I was 
undone. A miſerable victim to all my blaſted 
ſchemes, adupe to my own duplicity, and with- 
out a fingle claim on the honor, or affection of 
the man who was my ruin; I could not uphraid 
hime—l left him in deſpair; and when, my 
mother came home in high expectation that 
her viſions of returning grandeur would ſoon 
be realized, I acquainted her with my irre- 
trievable misfortune; her, affliction may be ca+ 
fily gueſſed, but. I beſeech, you, madam, to 
believe I was totally unacquainted with her 
deſign of waiting on you: to complain to yo 
was what I never. ſhould have conſented to: 
when ſhe returned, in hopes that Sir Willow 
wed wou 


ITO 


would de brought to * aca as ſhe call- 
ed it, I fopprefied my refolution to avoid giving 
her pain; but reflection had brought me to a 
fenſe of my miſconduct; I knew myſelf de- 
ſervedly puniſhed, and had Sir Willtam ſpared 
me the inſolent propofal you are, no doubt, ac- 
with, I never ſhould have reſſe & ed 
on him; he has now convinced me how much 
1 am funk in his opinion, and that he never eſ- 
teemed . me—to him I never vill owe an obli- 
ion; and, forgive me, madam, if I fay, 
his mother I dere not—1 know my own 
unworthineſs, and never ſhall it be ſaid I re- 
ecived a compenſation for loſt virtue, or could 
find in affluence a remedy againſt the ſtings of 
 confcience.-—No, F wit retire into the country 
with a new heart and an enlighted mind; 
poverty has 10 fonger any terrers for me; I 
ſnall in retirement e repent of my paſt 
ill eonduct, and endeavour, by induſtry, to 
procute thoſe little indulgencies for my mother 
which our feanty income has hitherto denied 
Her — my Httle abihties ſnalf be im proved, and 
F hope ' henceforth to employ m e uſefully 
to myſelf and others; I have blaſted alf 15 
mother's hopes, and although F acknowled 0 
my errors originate from her, yet twas her 
warm affe ction for me, perhaps, that nave Birth 
to them :—My ſtudy, therefore, muſt be to 
reconetle her to herſelf and me: and now, ma- 
dam, having confefled my unworthineſs, let me 
. for your pardon and pity.“—“ Not only 
pity, my dear Mifs Rivers, you are en- 
tied to my admiration.—What a noble mind, 
dear 125 has been perverted By the errors 
of edueation f I applaud your refolution of re- 
forning into the 8 882 3 {; bat beware of giv- 
ing 
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ing yourſelf up to ſolitude ; your errors are not 
the faules of your heart; a combination of 
unlucky circumſtances and bad advice, which; 
though perhaps well intended, was extremely 
dangerous, has been the cauſe of your preſent 
diſtreſs ; that my fon ſhouſd have ſo principal 
a ſhare in augmenting it, will give me everlaſt- 
ing regret if indeed you are pleaſed with my 
attentions, if you would wilh to alleviate my 
regret, and enable me to bear the preſence of 
my fon—you muſt conſider me as your ſecond 
mother, you muſt permit Mrs. Rivers to a 

my offers:) on theſe terms I will venture to 
foticit your friendſhip, your correſpondence de- 
ny me not, my dear Miſs Rivers, the happi- 
neſs of alleviating your ſorrows, and giving 
peace to my own hoſom.” Oh, madam, 
(ſaid Miſs' Rivers, kiſſing her hand,) what a 
heart is yours! O, that I had been bleſſed with 
ſuch a mother — What a different being might 
I have then proved !”—< Alas, my dear girl, 
(reſumed Lady Beaumont), many parents miſ- 
take in the education of youth; and I know, 
by experience, how apt we all are to be deceiv- 
ed reſpecting the propriety of the mode we 
determine to purſue.—I never, by precept or 
example, encouraged vice or checked virtue; 
yet, to my miſtaken mode of education, I at- 
tribute all the errors of my ſon. —But no more 
of unpleaſant ſubjects.—Let me hope you ac- 
cede to my wiſhes. —Confulk with your mother, 
as to the fituation that will beſt pleaſe you both; 
and allow me the delight of 'aflilting in render- 
ing you happy.“ Miſs Rivers, overcome by a 
gener6fity andkindnefs ſo unexpected and ſo un- 
deferved; could only evince by her tears the fen- 
ay of her -heart==Eady Beaumont 2 
9 „ | n 


down to the drawing-room, and having again 
aſſured Mrs. Rivers of the annuity, and adviſ- 
ed her to conſult her daughter * to their 
future reſidence, ſhe quitted the houſe, filled 
with pity and compaſſion. for the daughter, and 
the higheſt contempt, for the mother, to whom 
ſhe thought the errors of Miſs Rivers were much 
more imputable than to a faulty heart. 
Mrs. Rivers. returned to her daughter and 
learned ſhe was irreſiſtably overcome to accept 
Lady Beaumont's kind offer.—** For my part, 
(faid the mother, ) I ſhould like to go to France; 
they are a delightful gay people, our income 
will enable us to appear there to advantage.” — 
J would much rather, if you liked it, ma- 
dam, retire to ſome village in the interior part 
of England.“ “ Not I, indeed, (retorted Mrs. 
Rivers) there is no reaſon. I ſhould decline com- 
y or amuſements: if you don't chuſe to mix 
with the world you muſt live retired; but I 
certainly will not bury myſelf alive in a coun- 
try-village when my income will enable me to 
live in the capital.”—* Far be it from me, 
madam, to wiſh you ſhould live in any place 
not perfectly agreeable to your inclinations : 
permit me. therefore to make a propoſal ; allow 
me one hundred a year to Jive upon in any fitua- 
tion J like; and if, at the expiration of one 
twelvemonth, you require me to join you wher- 
ever you are, 1 will inſtantly obey your orders.” 
— , You are à very ſtrange it, (anſwered 
the mother,) you have blighted a ny hopes, 
brought infamy into my family, and now, 
when probably an opportunity may offer abroad 
to connect yourſelf, reputably, you, fly to ſoli- 
tude, and prevent all poſſibility of retrieving 
your, errors. “ Thoſe errors, madam 7 (an- 
Twob . e wer 
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ſwered Miſs Rivers weeping). cannet be retriev- 
ed: I feel for your diſappointment, and am 
juſtly puniſhed for the duplicity of my own, con- 
duct: let me beſeech you, madam, to grant 
my requeſt; let me find ſome peaceful abode in 
the eountry: do you purſue the delights of the 
town, and forget your unworthy daughter.“ 
« Well Miſs, if you are obſtinate, (ſaid Mrs. 
Rivers,) I conſent to your wiſhes ; I ſuppoſe we 
ſhall ſee Lady Beaumont, to-morrow and have 
the annuity ſettled, and then I ſhall immedi- 
ately ſet off for France.” —Saying this, ſhe 
flounced out of the room, and retired to enjoy, 
by anticipation, thoſe delights ſhe expeQed from 
ſo conſiderable an addition to her income, for- 
gen that to the ruin of an unfortunate 
aughter, (in all probability ruined by her per- 
nicious advice,) ſhe owed that addition which 
was to conſtitute her future happineſs. Miſs 
Rivers, when left alone, wrote the following 
letter to Lady Beaumont. 

« Vain is the attempt, deareſt madam, to 
find expreffions capable of deſcribing the feel- 
ings of my heart—a heart now conſcious of all 
its errors, and truly ſenſible of your unexampled 
goodneſs. Henceforth you muſt direQ every 
action of my life: — deign then, madam, to fa- 
vor me with your advice in my preſent fituation. 
—] wiſh to retire far, very 4 from London; 
my mother intends reſiding in France, but that 
gay nation has no charms for me; ſome decent 
rural place in the interior part of England is my 
choice; but I am equally a ſtranger to all coun- 
ties, and to offer myſelf as a boarder in any re- 
putable houſe, without recommendation would 
be a preſumptuous and vain attempt. Will 
you, 
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you, madam, have' the goodneſs 'to point out 
fome retreat, and venture to anſwer for the 
conduct of one who has proved herſelf fo 
unworthy ? *Tis only to Lady Beaumont I 
dare apply—and ſhe, of all women in the 
world, ought to defpife me—what a fate is 
mine !—deſerving of hatred and contempt 
from the very perſon I moſt honor and re- 
vere |—but believe me, madam ;—venture to 
confide in me, and 1 will endeavour, by the 
regularity of my future life, to atone for m 

paſt miſcondu. Condeſcend to be my ad- 
viſer, my guide and comforter, for the reſt 
of my days. W . 


ANNA RIVERS. 


P. 
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CHAP. XI. 


REFLECTION, HOW BITTER. 


on William aroſe a prey to the moſt uneaſy 
refleQions; he reviewed the paſt week; 
the retroſpection was ſhocking ; he had ruined 
an unfortunate young woman; he had loſt a 
large fom, and was involved in debts of honor, 


which muſt be paid: he had deceived a worthy, 


and affectionate mother, and brought trouble and 
ſorrow on a parent who depended on him for 
the happineſs of her life; and what were the 
advantages to himſelf? Sorrow, ſhame, and re- 
morſe! He recalled the tranſactions of the paſt 
evening; there was ſomething equivocal in the 
Colonel's behaviour; he refuſed to accommo- 
date his friend, Lord Stormer, with a trifling 
ſum, though he gladly partook of the twenty 
pieces Sir William lent him; he had involved 
them both in conſiderable debts, without ny 
offering to diſcharge the obligation he owed him 
the preceding evening; he began to think the 
Colonet was not altogether the man of _ 
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he wiſhed to find him-—Doubts and irreſolution 
aſſailed his mind; one moment he reſolved to 
drop the Colonel's acquaintance, the next, he 
conſidered him as a faſhionable man, with ex- 


tenſive connections, and as one who might be 


very uſeful in teaching him to read mankind :— 
It was only, he thought, making a firm reſo- 
lution to avoid playing for any conſiderable 
ſums, and then no inconveniences could ariſe 
from the friendſhip. As to Miſs Rivers, ſhould 
ſhe refuſe his offer, his heart was not fo very 
firmly fixed on her as to make him miſerable ; 
and his mother, if he acknowledged ſorrow for 
his paſt errors, (knowing ſhe had no authority 
over him,) might ſoon be reconciled : He had 
a very fine clear eſtate, the money in the funds 


therefore might be appropriated to procure him 


pleaſure and a knowledge of the world. After 
many conflicts, he at laſt made up his mind to 
be ſatisfied with himſelf for the preſent, and to 
be more on his guard for the future: He longed 
for the dinner hour, in order to meet with his 
mother; for, tho' conſcious of deſerving her 
diſpleaſure, he wiſhed to know the reſult of her 


viſit to Miſs Rivers, as on that report he muſt 


round his future hopes, or be contented to re- 
gnthem. At the uſual hour they met at table; 
Sir William, with a pale, haggard countenance, 
Lady Beaumont with looks of mingled ſorrow 
and diſpleaſure : Atter a very dull dinner, when 
the ſervants were withdrawn, her ladyſhip, in 
a very grave tone, ſaid, - „I have ſpent this 
morning with the unhappy Miſs Rivers; you 
need not fear any more ſolicitations from me, 
for ſhe too much deſpiſes you now to accept 
your hand after the inſulting inſolent letter you 
dared to ſend her. What an aggravation of 

N your 
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your crime to preſume ſhe would accept an offer 
ſo baſe and profligate ! She bids me tell you, 
Sir, that ſne renounces you for ever; that ſhe 
has no claim on you, and that the only atone- 
ment you can now make is never to mention 
her name more, or attempt to ſee or hear of 
her: She is going into the country, a prey to 
ſorrow and: remorſe ; you have embittered her 
future life, and will one day feel ſelf-reproach 
and deep regret for the evils your profligateneſs 
has heaped on this poor unfortunate girl.” I do 
feel reproach at this inſtant, madam ; I regret 
the folly which has brought this ſorrow on her 
and you: But fince I cannot recall what is paſt, 
if ſhe really is defirous of going into the coun- 
try, I beg you will appropriate what part of my 
income you pleaſe to her uſe.” No, Sir, ſhe 
prefers indigence to wy obligations to you ; 
her plan is fixed, and ſhe: rejeQs all aſſiſtance 
from the man who could ſuppoſe her fallen fo 
low as to accept a price for her ruin. Endea- 
vour to make atonement 9 de voting the ſum 
you offered to her, to the relief of the virtuous, 
the poor, and unfortunate; ſeek out objects for 
your benevolence, and may their bleffings 
throw a veil over your paſt irregularities 55 
She then left him, covered with ſurpriſe and 
confuſion. Was this the Miſs Rivers, who, as 
the Colonel ſaid, only wanted a ſettibment? 
She now rejected all his offers, deſpiſed him, 
and was going to bury herſelf in the country; 
his faith in the Colonel was again ſtaggared; 
if he had miſtaken her character, he had indeed 
irreparably injured her; but then the mother 
had proved herſelf infamous; perhaps the whole 
was a deception, practiſed on Lady Beaumont 
to engage her intereſt; yet, upon examination 
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of his heart, he found he could ſupport the los 
of Miſs Rivers without any violent affliction, 
and therefore twas beſt not to enquire too 
deeplx into the truth or falſchood, of Minors's 
aſſert ions. 
Having reconciled. his — to the 98 
of his intimacy with Miſs Rivers, he next pre- 
pared to meet his convenient friend in the city, 


who very readily accommodated him with two 


thouſand pounds more, on his bond, at an ex- 
orbitant intereſt, till he choſe to ſell out or 
make a transfer in the bank: I he poſſeſſion 
of the money exhilerated his ſpirits; he repair- 


ed with cager haſte to meet his friends at the 
- play-houſe, found a world of amuſement in the 


repreſentation of "The Suſpicious Huſband,” 
and The Deuce is in Him;“ and, when the 
curtain dropped, he accompanied his friends to 
their old rendezvous. Before they ſeated them- 
ſelves, Sir William deſired to take up his note 
of the preceding evening, and receiving ſome 
compliments on the quick diſcharge of his ho- 
nourable debts, prepared to take out bis pocket- 
book where the chief part of the two thouſand 
was depoſited in abs - ; judge of his hor- 
ror and ſurpriſe When he found his. baok was 
gone! © By H n |. (cried he) I have loſt 
my pocket · book and two thouſand pounds 

CE Fug thouſand pounds ! (repeated two or 
three perſons in a breath;;) the devil you have ! 
Who would have carried two thouſand po und 
in their pocket to the play-bouſe 2” Come, 
come, Beaumont, (ſaid — *Colone)) don't. at- 
tempt to put a trick upon us; it won't , pals 5 
rather ſay, yon leſt your money at home, or 
ſafe with 1 — I. tell you, Sir, 
Gate the Baronet with aneh alperity dip 
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his manner,) I have loſt my. book with the ſum 
I mentioned in it, ex . fifty pounds in my 
purſe; (putting his hand into his other pocket, 
and taking it out) this, Sir, is all that remains.“ 
« Adeviliſh good find; (cries one of them) I with 
J was the lucky fellow.“ Sir William mean 
time walked about the room in great agitation. 
« And had you really that ſum in your poſſeſſion 
this evening, Beaumont ?”—(ſaid the Colonel. ) 
. 1 K have already told you I had: Dare 
ueſtion my veracity ?”—** Dare, Sir | (re- 
4 the other ;) dare you make uſe of the ex- 
reſſion?ꝰ Lord Stormer and the others inſtant- 
if interpoſed, and endeavoured to conciliate 
matters between theſe two inſeparable friends : 
And Mr. Bangor, the gentleman Sir Wil- 
liam had Nm, againſt the preceding evening, 
ſhaking him by the hand, faid, “ Come come, 
don't be uneaſy; the ſum is a large one to be 
ſure 3 you muſt advertiſe it in the morning; do 
you recolle& the numbers? -“ No, (anſwer- 
ed the Baronet,) I know nothing about them; 
but *tis a very extraordinary circumſtance that 
1 ſhould be robbed and not know it.” O, not 
the leaſt extraordinary, (ſaid the Colonel) theſe 
things happen every day: The only wonder is 
that you ſhould carry ſo much property to the 
play-houſe ; but, as in all probability the money 
is gone to the devil, blels your ſtars that you 
are able to ſupport the loſs, and we will give 
05 your revenge upon honor.“ —At firſt Sir 
William declined play; but Lord Stormer faid, 
“Beaumont, here are the twenty pieces I bor- 
.rowed of you; perhaps they y may * prove ſucceſs- 
ful; T have been obliged to take up money {of 
the Iſraclites to-day a a curſed premium; 
if : _ _ to-night, ſhall be quite a —_ 


rupt. L 
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rupt. * With a diſtracted mind and diſponding 
heart, Sir William ſat. down and won three rub- 
bers at fifty guineas a rubber';. this put him in 
ſpirits, and he went on doubling with cagerneſs 
in the hope of retrieving his former loſſes; but, 
alas! fortune had ſet her face againſt him; and, 
at breaking up, he was in debt upwards of four 
hundred pounds. Lord Stormer ſwore like a 
madman ; Sir William was mute with vexation, 
till rouſed by being aſked for an acknowledg- 
ment of the debt, he haſtily gave his note, and 
appointing the gentlemen to meet him. the next 
day at three, he left the houſe, overwhelmed 
with regret and forrow : He muſt now be oblig- 
cd to take up three thouſand pounds more to 
pay his gaming debts; he was aſtoniſhed at 
his own infatuation in playing after ſuch re- 
peated loſſes ; he remembered his mother's leſ- 
ſons, he faw how inſenſibly he was drawn on, 
and was convinced it was quite a gambling club: 
„% What, then, ſhould hinder me (thought he) 
from making a reſolution to go thither no more ? 
Tis true, I ſhall forfeit ſome of my acquain- 
tance; but I may find others perhaps, equally 
agrecable ; theſe” have only led me into errors 
and the loſs of a reat deal of money: In 
1 ſhort, he formed, or rather imagined he had 
i formed, a ftric determination to play no more: 
h The loſs of his pocket-book vexed him greatly; 
he was certain he had it in his pocket when in 
. the play-houſe, and, having ſat between the 
. Colonel and another gentleman, could not have 
1 loſt ĩ it there; under a thouſand perplexing ideas, | 
| 1 | he retired | to bed, "4, endeavoured in Deep to 
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A” MODERN PARENT» | 


AD V Beaumont was much affected with 

Mifs Rivers's letter, and greatly enraged. 
azainft the imprudent unfeeling mother; ſhe 
ſent for her attorney, and aſſigned over the pro- 
miſed four hundred pounds per year ; but being 
difguſted with Mrs. Rivers, though ile feared 
wounding the young lady's delicacy, yet ſhe de- 
termined the income ſhould be in her diſpoſal, 
that Mrs. Rivers might not, by ber extrayagan- 
cies, diſtreſs het dnt. When this buſineſs, 
was: Gniſbed, I. ad aumont haltened to Miſs 
Rivers, and put 8 the deed into her hands, 
«You have kindſy, my dear girl (ſaid ſhe), 


given up yourſelf to my. dire ion; tis there 


fore my command that yd affe ehe this, as from 
nd“ a to the place of 


The elergyman of Hur päriſti and his wife are 
ver y W aumable pe Weed an . with them 
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| 
- may take it into his head, in the ſpring, to 
go down to Sion-Park, and therefore that 
ſcheme cannot be agreeable : But a worthy 
| young woman of reſpeQable friends, who was 
| my own maid when | married, and for ſome 
| years after, has been about ten years united to 
| a very reputable tradeſman at Exeter in De- 
if vonſnire; he is a corn- factor, has acquired a 
4 ood fortune, and they live genteely; I often 
— from her; they have no children, and 
would, I am ſure, rejoice at ſuch an addition 
| to their family: What do you think of be- 
| coming a boarder with her.” „ Dear madam, 
(anſwered Miſs Rivers) 'tis the very thing I 
| g ſhould wiſh for; a great diſtance from London, 
and with a worthy reſpectable family—O, if 
your ladyſhip will have the goddneſs to recom- 
mend me, tis the ſituation I ſhould prefer to all 
others ;—but pardon me, madam, if I cannot 
conſent to accept of your bounty ; perhaps you 
will think it a ridiculous piece of delicacy, but 
if you will have the goodneſs to accede to.my 
propoſal, it will make me very happy. 
«« Name it my dear Miſs Rivers.“ hen, ma- 
dam, you muſt know two thouſand pounds, my 
mother's fortune, were ſecured to her and her 
children; this ſum will be very ſufficient for 
my ſupport ; and if you will allow me to aſſign 
over this generous noble ſettlement to my mo- 
ther, on condition that ſhe gives me up the two 
thouſand pounds, it will afford me the higheſt ſa- 
tisfaction, it will ſecure to my mother a hand- 
ſome proviſion ; it will enable me to live comfort- 
ably on what is my own property, without 
j' wounding my feelings. This, madam, is my 
1 propoſal, and your ladyſhip's, acquieſcence will 
3 make me quite happy. —“ Be happy then, my 
4 good Miſs Rivers; it ſhall be as you wiſh 3 your 
| ve delicacy 
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delicacy and filial affeQion deſerve equal praiſe; 
my attorney ſhall attend you to-morrow and 
execute both deeds; there 1s no reaſon to fear 
your mother's refuſal of what is ſo much for her 
advantage: And J will write to Mrs. Wilkins, 
this very evening relative to your removal.“ 
With the warmeſt expreſſions of eſteem, Lady 
Beaumont left Miſs Rivers, and returned but 
juſt time enough to dreſs for dinner. 
This being the day on which Sir William 
had promiſed to accompany her to Lady Man- 
deville's rout, ſhe expected him with ſome de- 
gree of impatience ; but her dinner was nearly 
finiſhed when he made his appearance: he apo- 
logized to her for making her wait, whilſt ſhe 
ſurveyed his perſon with much anxiety and 
filent ſorrow: After two or three ſuppreſſed 
fighs ſhe ſaid; © You remember, Sir William, 
you are engaged to Lady Mandeville's this 
evening?“ «© Yes, madam, (he gravely repli- 
ed,) I ſhall certainly meet you there; but, may 
be permitted to aſk what you have done for 
Miſs Rivers ?”—*© No, (anſwered ſhe,) aſk no- 
thing; you may, I think, be ſatisfied that I have 
done every thing in my power to ſecure her 
future happineſs reſpecting pecuniary matters 
—time only can reconcile a delicate mind to 
irreparable evils accompanied by ſelf-reproach : 
—yet, I venture to pronounce, Mifs Rivers is 
naturally well-diſpoſed ; but from the errors of 
education and the want of a wiſe and good ex- 
ample ſhe has been hurried into actions her bet- 
ter judgment condemns.—Let me beſeech y6u, 
my fon, to let this unhappy affair have a due 
effect on your mind; your heart is not a bad 
one, but, governed by your paſſions, and miſſed b 
the companions you have choſen, you have al- 
ready injured an unfortunate young woman, 
2 occahioned 
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ogcaſioned ſorrow and bitter reflection to your 
mother, and mult feel eternal ' remorſe yourſelf, 
unleſs you are, callous. to every humane ſenti- 
ment, which God forbid ſhould be 'the: caſe. 
But I will not oppreſs you farther ; Miſs Ri- 
vers is going into the country as happy as ſhe 
can now be, and you need not henceforth 
doubt my attentions to her; but all aſſiſtance 
from you ſhe utterly diſclaims,” “ Pardon me, 
madam, (ſaid Sir William, ) if it ſhould appear 
asl if I meant to exculpate myſelf; but I certain- 
ly have been miſled as to-her character; arid, I 
muſt ſay, her behaviour was ſuch as ſtrengthen- 
ed the opinion I entertained of her—her mo- 
ther, I am convinced, is worthleſs, and to her 
imprudence in encoufaging our frequent tete 7 
exes out late misfortune may be afcribed ; for 
h I liked Miſs Rivers, yet I never was 
ſufficiently attached to think of marrying her, 
even had her character net been equitocal. 
This is a painful ſubject, Sir William, and 
I wiſh to drop it; let the impreſſion be ſtrong 
on your mind, but do not renew it in converſa- 
tion, for I feel already much more than I can 
expreſs for the unfortunate daughter of a de- 
ſigning deſpicable mother.“ They then ſepa- 
rated, and Sir William retired, to the library, 
overcome with painful refleQions. , Soon after 
breakfaſt he had been into the city to raiſe three 
thouſand pounds more in order to diſcharge! his 
debts; he mentioned to his agent in this buſi- 
neſs the-loſs of the preceding evening; the man 
told him he might advertiſe,' though there was 
very little probability of recovering his property, 
but aſſured him, henceforth he would himſelf 
take the numbers of what bills he, accom- 
modated him with. — At three o'clock he went 
a a * * . to 


ERRORS OF EDUUCKrIoN 125 


to his ſyiends to ſettle his debts of Honour as they 
are called proſtituted word when, in ge- 
neral, thoſe debts are incurred by every ſpecies 
of mean degeit, fraud and arti ice, to which the 
ignorant and un wary fall a ſacriſice! He felt 
ſome little indignation againſt the Colonel, and 
the cold neſs of his addreſs was very viſible; the 
other found he had rat her gone on too rapidly, 
and ſtudied how to retrive his error, leſt he 
ſhould be deprivodi of future advantages. Deat 
Beaumont, (criod he) dan't hurry yourlelt to 
pay the monoy 3 you wil have opportunities of 
taking your. revenge two or three nights hence 
the balance may be yours. You ate very 
obliging Colonel, but 1 chuſe to pay the money 
now: 66 Curſe me, if I take it, (retorted the 
other ;)- don't want the money; and, at any 
rate, I poſitively will not take your laſt night's 
8 you: were out of ſpirits, the recent loſs 

your pocket-book was in your head, in ſhort, 
— : tick foe! atte nd ta tho game, and my friend 
here and) Lare determined thus to canceb the 
obligation; ſaying this, and giving Mr. Ban- 
ger a look which was well underſtood; they took 
the notes and put them into tho fire chis cer» 
tainly bad the appearance ob great generoſity, 
Lord Stermer acknowledged it as ſuck; Sir 
Willlam felt ſtaggered, bm ſtrenuouſty inſiſted 
upon paying the money ; which was as ohſti- 
nately refuſed; and the Colonel, affecting an 
aſperity in ys manner, ſaid, 'Do ou take 
us for gamblers, Sir William, who wiſh do take 
advantage ot your abſence of mind and pick 
Jour pocket? we play as friends, and ſcorn ad- 
vantages; therefore be fatisfed we will not ac- 
cept your laſt night's loſings. — There was an 
apparent openneſs and generofity in this con- 
duct 
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duct wbich was calculated to chaſe all ſuſpicion 
and diſpleaſure from the mind of the Baronet; 
his opinion, which was never very deciſive, 
now wavered extremely, and in a few minutes 
turned entirely in the Colonels favor—he con- 
ſented, though with ſome reluQance, to retain 
the money, and when preſſed to meet the ar- 
cuſtomed party in the evening, lamented his 
being engaged to Lady Mandeville's rout, 
which precluded him from that pleaſure.— “ O, 
{cried Lord Stormer,) ſhe is a ſort of a relation 
of mine; faith, I'll be one of your party j— 
Colonel, what fay you.—the good lady will 
thank you for adding to her croud“ “ With 
all my heart anſwered the Colonel,) *tis indif- 
ferent to me where I ſpend the evening.”— 
then, taking the Baronet by the arm, well 
(faid he, whiſpering,) what ſucceſs with Miſs 
Rivers.” <<? Tis all over, (anſwered the other,) 
ſhe deſpiſes my offers, refuſes to ſee or hear from 
me, retires into the country, and Lady Beaumont 
undertakes to ſettle her handſomely. —Certainly, 
Colonel, you were deceived in your opinion of 
that girl ;—-whatever the mother may be, Miſs 
Rivers is not devoid of principle or virtue. — 
An ambiguous ſmile, from Minors, a ſhake of 
the head, and an ah, Beaumont, you are a 
novice in. the arts of the ſex, and lady Beau- 
mont a mighty good woman,” again filled the 
mind of Sir William with doubt reſpecting 
Miſs Rivers; and this doubt, added to the Colo- 
nel's late generous conduc, encreaſed his con- 
fidence in his dangerous friend more than ever. 
They parted with great. cordiality, and al- 
though at his return, Lady Beaumont's relation 
had ſome effect on him, yet, he rather aſſented 

10 3521205 


ERROR OF EDUCATION. 127 


to, than believed in the character ſhe gave of 
Miſs Rivers, and made his mind pretty eaſy as 
to what. had paſſed. r wipe 


* 
re, 
| 
| 


THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE ROUT. 


| T the uſual hour, Sir William accompa- 
b A nied his mother to Lady Stanley's, and 
from thence to Lady Mandeville's in Portland- 
place: this aſſembly was an entertainment quite 
new to him, a ſuite of rooms were elegantly 
lighted up, and crouded with company of both 
ſexes, dreſſed in the higheſt ſtyle of faſhion and 
elegance; while the lady of the manfion buſt- 
led about to accommodate her gueſts, and fa- 
tigued herſelf with fruitleſs efforts to ſettle the 
croud into parties, for it was impoſſible to be 
attentive to ſuch a multitude.— All this buſtle, 
and the continual arrival of freſh perſons greatly 
amuſed Sir William, till, in a moment, his. 
attention was entirely caught by a lovely girl- 
introduced by her mother to Lady Mandeville 
and received with much Kindneſs and reſpect: 
; he 


pa 
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he thought he had never ſeen ſo charming a 
creature, and obſerving Lord Stormer among 
the croud, he, with ſome difficulty, made his 
way to him and direQing his eyes to the object 
which attracted his notice, aſked him if he 
knew that lovely girl ?—““ I never ſaw her *till 
to __—_ 3 (rephed the other,) but the old lady is 
the Counteſs Dowager Summers, and I recol- 
le& hearing ſhe had lately introduced her 
grand-daughter at court, where ſhe attracted 
much admiration 3 doubtleſs that young lady 


** — is the perſon.—““ She is very beautiful, (cried 


Sir William ;) I wiſh I could get acquainted 


with her!“ Juſt as this deſire was expreſſed, 


he obſerved Mr. and Miſs Thornhill in conver- 
ſation with Lady Summers; he haſtily made 
his way towards them, and addreſſing Mr. 
Thornhill and his fiſter, was received with great 
attention, and by them announced to the two 
ladies, with whom he endeavoured to join con- 
verſation : he, found the old lady polite. but ſtiff 
and formal, the young one all ſpirits and vivacity. 
—Miſs Sommers was the daughter of a younger 
ſon of the. late Earl, he was a Colonel in the 
army and married a daughter of Sir James 
Rich, with whom. he had a fortune of thirty 
thouſand pound, , which was ſettled on the chil- 
dren ; ſhe unfortunately dying in child- bed of 


this young lady, the Colonel Aid not long ſur- 
vive her, but left his infant daughter, with 


about forty thouſand pounds, to the care of his 


mother and a Mr. Raikſon, a capital merchant 
in the city—at, a proper age ſhe. was ſent to a 
fchool of high reputation, where ſhe had con- 


ſtantly reſided 'till within the laſt twelvemonth ; 
when, being. ſeventcen, her, grand-mother 
thought. it expedient to take her home, —This 

young 


— 
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young lady, with a very beautiful perſon and an 
exdeeding good underſtanding, had naturally 
much levity and giddineſs of temper—the high 

price paid for her board, the liberal preſents ſhe 
ah; 883 to make the governeſs and teach- 
ers, had enſured her ſuch kind treatment and 
great indulgencies; that her faults were often 
forgiven, and her omiſſions paſſed” over. She 
neither wanted underſtanding: nor genius, nei- 
ther waz ſhe deficient in good-humour and the 
retuiſites to make herfelf eſteemed; but aceuſ- 
tomed to flattery, to indulgence and preference, 
an habitual idleneſs erept upon her, and though 
taught every thing, ſhe was a proficient in 
nothing, yet, from having a ſmattering of mu- 
he, 1 Itallan and French, ſhe was ex- 
tolled as a prodigy; and her performance, 
(thougk chiefly exeeuted by the teachers,) was 
ſbewn to her friends and guardians as wonderful 
proofs of her ſkill and ingenuity. The winter 
before ſhe left ſchool ſhe was invited to ſpend the 
Chriſtmas vacation with Mr. Raikfon's family, 
which 'confifted of three daughters, brought up 
under the eye of ar amtable feſpectable mother, 
and „ aneEE by a lady, as go- 
vernefs, whoſe ahifties, diſpoſſtion and accom- 
phſhments- would do honor to the firſt eireles, 
and under whoſe” care her young pupils had 
made ſuch improvements in every uſeful and 
ornamental branch of edbestion as rendered ' 
them tlie pride of their inſtructreſs and the ad- 
miration 0 al: who'had”the happinefs of kRnow- 
ing them. Mis Summers had been but a very 
few days an mhabitant of Mr. Raikfon's man- 
ſion befote ſne Was conſcidus and aſhamed of her 


_ own” defieiencies 3 but toe volatile to attend to 


incqtrucion, abd tod indolent/ to ſet about im- 
G 5 provement, 


* 
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provement, although ſhe was earneſtly deſirous 
of being like the amiable Miſs: Raikſons, ſhe 
wanted reſolution to conquer idle habits and co- 
Py their example.—The lady who ſuperintended 
the education of theſe young ladies ſaw, with 
a. generous concern, the deficiencies of Miſs 
Summers, which proceeded neither from a bad 
heart nor a want of genius: — there was a ſemi- 
nary of diſtinguiſhed reputation which ſhe ven- 
tured to mention as a proper fituation to com- 
plete this young lady's education, but Mr. 
Raikſon, from a peculiar delicacy towards Lady 
Summers, would not recommend what ſhe. had 
not choſen, nor interfere in a province which he 
thought was ſolely her's: as he had in fact only 
the care of his ward's fortune, which he had 
moſt liberally improved. Miſs Summers was ſo 
ſenſible of the marked difference between her 
and her young friends, that though devoid of 
envy, ſhe had too much pride to endure inferio- 
rity, and therefore ſhortened her viſit ; and ne- 
ver ceaſed teaſing her grand-mother till ſhe was 
recalled from {chool where-ſhe was conſcious ſhe 
learned nothing, and where the confinement 
began to grow very irkſome, She. had been at 
court and twice to public alfemblies. before her 
appearanee at Lady Mandeville's rout, where 
her | charms obtained much admiration.—She 
was much pleaſed with Sir William Beaumont's 
perſon and addreſs; and this being the firſt time 
ſhe had been. ſingled out as the prineipał object 
to be entettained, ſhe felt herſelf much flattered 
hy his attentions and inclined to be very grateful 
for his preference. Sir William declining cards, 
and Miſs Summers doing the ſame, they paſſed. 
great part of the evening together, in eompany 
with Mis Thornhyll, who politely e 
ir 
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Sir William for being fo great a ſfranger—he 
found Miſs Thornhill had been ſome time at 
the ſame ſchool with Miſs Summers, though ſhe 
left it four years before the latter, and being in 
habits of intimacy with Mr. Raikſon's family, 
the ladies had often met the preceding winter, 
and thereby renewed their ſchool | friendſhif 
Lady Summers, who had a great eſteem for the 
Thornhill family, was very defirous of cultivat- 
ing an intimacy between her grand-daughter 
and Miſs Thornhill; ſhe was very ſenſible that 
minds well informed like her's and the Miſs 
Raikſon's were much more calculated to improve 
Miſs Summers than the generality of ladies 
brought up in diſſipation, and governed by fri- 
volity and faſhion : ſhe earneſtly therefore. en- 
treated Miſs Thornhill to call often in Groſve- 
nor-ſtrect, and told Sir William ſhe ſhould take 
the liberty to ſend a card to Lady Beaumont to 
invite her and her ſon to meet ſome of their 
friends at her next party—Sir William was high- 
ly delighted at this opening of an 9 | 
tween the families; he was already in love with _ 
Miſs Summers, more ſo than a prudent young 
man would have been at firſt fight ; but the na- 
tural violence of his temper carried him away, 
and he was convinced the fondneſs he fancied he 
had for Miſs Rivers bore no proportion to his 
feelings for Miſs Summers. The evening paſ{- 
ed rapidly, and when the hour of ſeparation ar- 
rived, the Baronet regreted the loſs of his lively 
companion. When in the carriage, he aſked. 
Lady Beaumont if ſhe had any acquaintance, with 
Lady Summers? ““ Very little (replied ſhe;) 1 
viſited-her before I retired into the country to 
reſide, but we had no intimacy.” Lady Sum- 
mers, I believe, is deſirous of renewing the ac- 
| quaintance ; 
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r! ſhe mentioned, her intention of 
ſending you a card for her next party.“ “She is 
very obliging,” (aid Lady Beaumont, in a re- 
ſerved” tone. The fa& was, ſhe had obſerved 
the extraordinary attention her ſon had paid to 
Miſs. Summers, and was diſpleaſed at it; ſhe 

ought. his recent affair with Miſs Rivers, 

id its difagreeable conſequences, ought to 
have made ſome ſerious impreſſion upon him, 
and felt hurt at his want of ſenſibility, and fri- 
volity of behaviour. Sir William ſaw, from her 
frious manner of ſpeaking, ſhe was not well 

leaſed with Him; he therefore changed the ſub- 
ject, and chatted on indifferent matters. When 
they arrived at home, and he retired to reſt, he 
could think only of his new favourite; her ſitu- 
ation was ſuch.as.to preclude all thoughts of her 
in any other ak than as a, wife, and to matri- 
mony he had an inſuperable diſlike : Aſter tor- 
menting himſelf for ſome hours with various 
ſchemes, he at length determined to conſult 


Colonel Minors, to whom as we before obſerv- 


ed, he was now more attached than ever. 
Mean time the Colonel was not idle; he 
had been yery much ſtruck with, Miſs Sum- 
mers himſelf, and. eably diſcerned the im- 
preſſion ſhe had made on Sir William; he 
paid a good. deal of attention to the young 
jady's behaviour, and, from the general tenor 
oF it, drew ſome conclufions very unfavourable 
to, her, though flattering to his own views. 
The. following morning he paid- a viſit to Sir 
Wiltam's breakfaſt table, and from him re- 
etived; an account of the final concluſion of. 
the afflir with Miſs Rivers; and although this 
artful man myſt have been conſcious that to his 
pernicious advice the unhappy tetmination Was 
2 h en 0112” greatly. 


- 
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greatly owing, he felt no compunction; but, on 
the contrary ſaid, **As lady Beaumont had ta» 
ken upon her, he had no doubt to provide a 
handſome addition to their income, he thought 
both mother and daughter were extremely well 
off, What a deviliſh fine girl is that Miſs Sum- 
mers (continued he;) and a capital fortune too 
I hear; forty thouſand pounds | But ſhe will ſoon 
be one of the ton; a fine ſpirit, faith!“ „She 
really is a charming girl (ſaid Sir William ;;) 
but pray, Colonel, what do you mean by 
one of the ton ?“— “ Why, a rake in petti- 
coats; that is, ſhe will dreſs extravagantly, pay 
deep, flirt with every ſmart fellow, and, if ſhe 
marries, procure her huſband many. friends.” 
« And is this your real opinion of her?“ 
« Ves ; one hour's obſervation laſt night let me 
into her charaQter—lI am ſeldom miſtaken: 
«« Sometimes,: ({aid the , Baronet, rather grave- 
ly ;). witneſs. Miſs, Rivers,” Pho, nonſenſe | 
(anſwered the Colonel, you managed matters 
very ill there, or my prognoſtics would have 
been verified, I am certain; but pray how ſtands. 
your heart affected towards this lovely girl?“ 
« I am really her conqueſt, (replied. I Wil- 
liam,) and intend to ſhew myſelf. at the houſe 
this morning.” —** Very well (ſaid the Colonel, 
and 1 intend accompanying you; ſo let's ſaun- 
ter a turn or, two in the park, and then viſit. this 
new ſtar.“ Sir William, unpractiſed in the arts 
of ſhuffling off an intruder, and. not poſſeſſed 
of reſolution enough to venture at a denial, tho? 
he was convinced the Colonel was a ſtranger to 
the ladies, and that his ſlight knowledge of them 
ſcarcely warranted the introduction of, anothery 
yet, found. himſelf, compelled. to give way, ang 


imroduce a friend where he bad never yet been 
| received. 
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received as a viſitor himſelf ; but he felt diſſa- 
tisfied, and with no very good grace accompa- 
nied the Colonel in the projected ramble. ' The 
preceding evening was marked with more than 
one conqueſt; Lord Stormer was violently cap- 
tivated with Miſs Thornhill; he had hitherto 
felt no particular inclination for any of the ſex; 
for his attachment to the Lady he had brought 
from abroad was of a different kind: A man of 
faſhion muſt have his opera pirt, or miſtreſs of 
fome fort ; ſhe was beautiful, faſhionable, and 
extravagant, three abſolute requifites 3 ſhe had 
ſpirit too to maintain a dominion over him, and 
obtain all the advantages ſhe could wiſh for in 
ſuch a connexion ;—but having waſted his for- 
tune, and the, reſources of the gaming table be- 
ing inſufficient to anſwer her demands, fhe had 
long fince given up any exertions to pleaſe him; 
and her beauty being grown familiar, he could 
not always ſubmit to her caprice and exhorbitant 
calls for the ſupply of her purſe 5 in conſequence 
of this diſagreement, the gentleman was ſeldom 
with her, and ſhe was looking out with a deter- 
mination to accept the firſt generous offer ſhe 
received. Thus ſiutuated was Lord Stormer 
when he ſaw Mifs Thornhill at Lady Mande- 
ville's; though ſtruck with the graces of her 
perſon, he was ſtill more captivated by her con- 
verſation and manners, (tor he got introduced to 
to her thro' Sir William Beaumont.) It has 
been before obſerve, that Lord Stormer had 
naturally a good heart, and was not deficient in 
underſtanding; and had he fallen into better 
hands in the early part of his life, would no 
doubt have been an ornament to ſociety z as it 
was, though his principles had been corrupted, 
yet they were not totally abandoned; he _ | 
159% . 


— 
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ed virtue, though he followed the example of 
the vicious, and would often breathe a wiſh to 
himſelf that he could recover part of his ſhatter- 
ed fortune, and be enabled to renounce play for 
ever. He was in one of his repentant hours 
when he entered Lady Mandeville's ; he was 
conſcious of the arts made uſe of by the Colonel 
and Mr. Bangor to deceive Sir William, and 
felt humbled and mortified at being an accom- 
plice in the deceit: His heart, therefore, was 
open to receive a virtuous impreſſion, and Miſs 
Thornhill appeared in his eyes a divinity ſur- 
rounded by the Graces : That night created in 
him a new ſoul ; he returned from the rout with 
the moſt ſerious reſolutions, which he determin- 
ed to put in practice. In the morning he ac- 
quainted his lovely Signora he could no longer 
ſupport her, gave her a thouſand pound 
note, and requeſted her removal; ſhe was defi- 
rous of diſmiſſion, and received this intelli- 
gence with ſuch a degree of inſolence and 
haughtineſs, as left no regret on the mind of 
Lord Stormer reſpecting the ſeparation. He 
then ſent for his ſolicitor and ſteward, told them 
his determination to ſell everything, and pay off 
his debts, deſiring to have an exact liſt of them, 
together with an eſtimate of what would be leſt 
out of the wreck of his fortune 3 and ſhould the 
reſidue prove worthy Miſs Thornhilf*s accep= 
tance, he reſolved to make her a tender of it. 
With theſe good, though © haſty reſolutions, he 
ſet about a reformation in every part of his 
houſehold; and 'tis incredible to think how muc 
he executed in one dax. 930 91 
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'A PASHIONABLE hy xreght 


e e ee ani. 
the Colonel and Sir William called at 


to find their divinity at home, and being an- 
nounced, Sir Wilham introduced Colonel Mi- 
nors as his particular friend, who was ambitious 
of being known to Lady and: Miſs Summers. 
The old lady received him with a reſerved eivi- 
lity; the young one with the higheſt gaiety 
and good humour. A very lively converſation 
of ſmall talk enſued.Miſs Summers thanked 
Heaven for her eſcape ſrom ſchool; the Colonel, 


though he congratulated her, affected: to regret 


it, as an event deſtructive to his peace, and 
that of a thouſand others. The pre ſene of 
Lady Summers was ſome reſtraint, but what he 
did lays and the language of his eye, were 
2 expreſſivye to this ſprightly young la- 
— and put her in high good humour. — Sir 

illiam, to his inexpreſſible vexation, found 
himſelf a mere cypher 3 he was ſcarcely per- 
mitted to join in the convorſation, and auſwer- 
ed Lady Summers, who paid hin much atten- 
tion, in ſuch a ſtrange abſent mannet as e vi- 
dently divert ei the others Happiiy awobject 
entered the room,; hich engagid the attention: = 
oh Alb, and ;drverted his ohagtin- Mr and Mis. 
South were announced; the young gentleman 
handed in his mother; be was between nine - 


_ teen anch twenty, tali fair, and genteely made, 


but a eomplate Nareiſſus r perfumed from head 
to foot, his very hands were — in layender 
water, his hair moſt nicely curled, and ſuch a 
delicacy in his whole appearance as: rendered it 
3 to determine whether he was of the 

maſculine 
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maſculine or femenine gender. My lady, 
(ſaid Mrs. South) I have brought my ſon George, 


to wait on you and. Miſs—Bleſs-me, what a fine 


girl ſne is grown — really Miſs Summets, you 
are vaſtly improved!“ „ Doubtleſs, madam, 
(anſwered: the young lady, ) a few weeks en- 
trance. into life, and the advantage of polite 
company, like Mrs. South's, will enable me to 
ſhake. off the ruſticity of a boarding-{chool!”? 
« Q, dear, (cried Mr. South, rubbing his white 
hands), I am. ſure it would be a horrid ſhame to 
conceal. that ſweet. that pretty face; but, 
dear miſs, who cut your hair? Tis ſhockingly 
done: And your handkerchief toe is frightful ; 
permit. me to recommend my milliner to you; 
ſhe has an excellent taſte; I can give you ſome 
delight ful tooth- powder too, and teach you to 
keep your nails in exact order, all which has 
been neglected at ſchool, I dare ſay.“ You are 
very obliging, Sir, (anſwered. Miſs: Summers) I 
ſhall certainly. be thankful for your inftruQions,” 
* Indeed, Miſs Summers, no one is more 
capable of. giving it, for George pays great 
attention to thoſe things; he generally ſpends 
his hours till dinner at his toilet, and is ſo nice, 


he waſhes his very hands in lavender water. 


O yes, miſs, I will ſend you ſome, and an 


| almond waſh - ball, and ſome tooth powder too 
Miſs politely thanked him; and during this 


edifying converſation, the Colonel and Sir Wil- 


liam had exchanged ſeveral ſarcaſtie ſmiles at 


the expence of this Adonis; the former addreſſ- 
ing him with great ſolemnity, „Pray, Sir, 
have you read the laſt new publication, Bruce's 
Travels 75.—“ Lord, Sir, no; I ſeldom read 
much; I ha'n't time; for what with drefling, 

cating, and viſiting, I am continually engag- 
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ed: Pray, Sir, what is it about PP A very 
comprehenſive queſtion 3. (ſaid the Colonel) 

really, Sir, the ſubject is ſo wonderful, *tis im- 

1 | poſſible to give you any idea of it by deſcription ; 
I would adviſe you to peruſe the work; it only 
conſiſts of five immenſe ' volumes.” * Five 
- volumes | (repeated Mr. South, ſtaring ;) why, 
I ſhould never read five volumes through as 
long as 1 live; I now and then peep into a fa- 
-ſhionable novel, and look over the“ Toilet of 
8$ Flora” whilſt my hair is drefling ; but reall 
[-- reading is too fatiguing for me; it ſpoils one's 
eyes. — “ Very true, Sir, (ſaid Sir William ;) 
Jam not fond of poring over books myſelf; I 
think it a much more agreeable entertainment 

| to admire the beautiful works of nature in ſuch 
| objects as we have now before us.“ „Indeed, 
Sir, (ſaid Mrs. South, bridling) you are very 
polite; and I am ſure George will be happy in 
4 your acquaintance 3 he wants to go into the 
4 Guards, but I don't like the army; for if he 
4 ſhould be ordered on duty, I ſhould break my heart 
1 at parting with him: —““ O, ma'am, (ſaid the 
| | - Colonel) the Guards are ſeldom ordered abroad; 
and ſuch a pretty gentleman 1s quite calculated 
| to ſhine on the parade.”—** The very thing 
|| Sir, I ſay to mother (cried Mr. South.) You 
know the officers of the Guards muſt be all men 

© of faſhion and fortune; they muſt be ſmart in 
| their perſons and dreſs ;- then they are always 
| about with the ladies, which is what I like; 
| and as for duty, it is nothing at all; a drill 
ſerjeant would teach me that in a week, and a 

ſuit of regimentals looks ſo beautiful! Pray, 
miſs, don't you like an officer?“ „ O, of all 

things, (replied Miſs Summers,) I doat on a 
ſcarlet coat and cockade.” - There now, ma- 

yet h dam, 
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dam, did'nt I tell you ſo? Well, miſs, make 
yourſelf eaſy; I will have a ſcarlet coat ina very 
ſhort time, then J hope, (ſtopping and ſmiling) 
I hope—you will come and ſee me on the pa- 
rade.“ Doubtleſs, Sir,” (replied ſhe.) And 
I, Sir, (ſaid the Colonel) ſhall hope to be honor- 
ed with your acquaintance.” Sir, I ſhall be 
proud to be your companion.” —Lady Summers, 
tired of this unintereſting converſation, addreſſ- 
ed Sir Willram, enquiring if his uncle Lord 
Maybank ever came to town ? “ No, madam, 
(anſwered he;) my uncle refides entirely- at 
Lockbar Caſtle; my mother very ſeldom hears 
from him; ſhe has, indeed, ſeveral times 
expreſſed' a wiſh to ſee him, but, as he con- 
ſtantly ayers he never will come to England, 
and never intimated a defire of a viſit from her 
or me; there is little probability we ſhall meet.” 
«« Has he any children? (aſked her ladyſhip) 
«© One daughter only, madam, who is brought 
up under her mother's care, and is now about 
eighteen.” „ remember Lady Maybank, 
(faid the old lady) when fhe was preſented at 
Court, and a moſt charming woman I thought 
her. My Lord ſoon took her to Scotland, from 
whence; I believe, 'ſhe has never returned.” 

: Whilſt Lady Summers was addreſſing Sir 
William; the Colonel was buſy in entertaining 
Miſs Summers and Mr. South, in taking a mi- 
nute obſervation of his dreſs, and anticipating 
the delightful addition a ſcarlet coat would be to 
his pretty perſon. Mrs. South ſat admiring her 
ſon 3 and every party was ſatisfied but Sir Wil- 
liam; he really began to feel an inquietude 
about Miſs Summers which he had never befare 
experienced, and envied every word and look 
ſhe beſtowed on - another :—his viſit had already 
been of an unfaſhionable length, but he felt no 
inclination 
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inclination to withdraw, till a thundering at tlie 
door annouced other vihtors 3; and as the Colonel 
ſtarted up to take leave, Sir William was relue- 
tantly compelled to follow his example Well, 
Colonel, (ſaid Sir William after they had- left 
the hauſe,) what is your opinion of Miſs- Sum- 
mers *”'——** I think her a good fine girl (an- 
ſwered he with an air of indifference; ) but not 
ſo handſome as I firſt thought her; ſhe does not 


. ſeem very clever, and has much of the coquet 


already in her manners.” —“ Then, ' (replied 
the Baronet,) ſhe is no great favorite of your's ?” 
1 have certainly ſeen. many girls I like much 
better.” Sir William was diſconcerted; he did 
not. with Minors ſhould be charmed with. Miſs 
Summers, yet, he was diſpleaſed at the indiffe- 
rent opinion he. entertained. of her. Being in 
no humour for converſation. they ſoon ſeparated 
with a mutual promiſe of meeting in the even- 
ing, When Sir William returned. home he 
found Sir Edward and Lady Stanley, who hav- 
ing. called on his mother, had been pre yailed on 
to take a family dinner with her. He agcoſted 
them with politeneſs, but there was a reſerve in 
his manner which hurt Lady Beaumont, though 
her gueſts were too polite. to remark! it: How 
comes it, my young friend, ſaid- Sir Edward, 
(giving him a. friendly. ſhake, by the hand,) that 
we never have the pleaſure of ſeeing you? La- 
dy. Stanley is, quite jealous, ſhe-flattered; herſelf 
with having a ſmart young. ciciſbes to gallant her 


about, forgetting. that *tis only at Vienna a wo- 


man of forty is in her prime.“ I beg your 
pardon, Sir Edward, (ſaid ſhe,) you are per- 
fealy miſtaken; ſome; of the handſomeſt. and 
moſt faſhionable women we haxe at preſents, a's 
nearly. of that, age Land why, pray, ſhould. 
07 | 41} 1 21 5; AE chſpait 
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diſpair . You certainly sught not to do fo, 
madam, (anſwered Sir William, bowing,) 
your ladyſhip is ſofficiently attractive to make 
Sir Edward tremble at the admitation you ex- 
cite.“ Well ſaid; (cried Sir Edward,) upon 
my word you are wonderfully improved: I am 
ſure you bid fair to be a favorite with the mid- 
dle- aged ladies at leaſt.— With ladies of 417 
ages, (ſaid Lady Stanley, ſmilling,) we are 
none of us proof againſt dear delightful flattery. 
But, pray, madam, (added ſhe, turning ſud- 
denly to Lady Beaumont, ) have you ſeen any 
thing of the Rivers's lately? I have called twice 
at the door, and been told each time, Mrs. Ri- 
vers was out and her daughter not well: I am 
afraid ſome” additional troubles have befallen 
thoſe unforrunate people. This queſtion threw 
both the mother and fon into a confuſion, ſo ve- 
ry obvious that Lady Stanley was aſtoniſhed; 
Sir Edward, more penetrating, quickly conclud- 
ed there was ſome myſtery in the matter and fix- 
ing his eyes on Sir William, before Lady Beau- 
mont had ' recovered herſelf; © I ene pity 
Miſs Rivers, (ſaid he,) and wiſh ſhe could get 
well married; ſhe is an amiable girl and her 
want of fortune ought to be no obſtacle to a man 
who is independent!“ —“ True, (replied Lady 
Stanley,) it ought. not; but folly and diſſipation 
make ſüch large demands on the fortunes of 
young men - new-a-days, and the ladies alfo, 
have ſo many unavoidable expences; if they 
mix with the world, that really a fortune on one 
fide only is ſcarcely-fafficient to'anſwer the abun- 
dant calls for the grati fieation of vanity.“ 4 Tis 
indeed to be lamented (ſaid- Lady Beaumont, 
a little recovered, that the diſſipation of the age 
is ſuch, that people whoſe/ income depends * 

| : 2. 


* 


„ % 
d » 
4 4 
* F 
4 * 


14 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


ly on their life can hardly avoid falling into a train 
of expences in the end ruinous to their fami- 
lies.” Lady Stanley ſaw from this general ob- 
ſervation, and evaſion of her queſtion, there 
was ſome ſecret ſhe was unacquainted with, and 
without having the ſmalleſt idea of the nature of 
this ſecret, ſhe concluded ſome real misfortune 
had happened to Mrs. or Miſs Rivers, and, 
from the | benevolence of her diſpoſition, deter- 
mined to call the following morning and offer 
her ſervices to them. In the mean time the 
thoughtleſs Mrs. Rivers was buſied in preparing 
for her expedition to France; ſhe very readily 
acceded to her daughter's wiſhes relative to giv- 
ing up the two thouſand puunds for the annuity 
of 400l. a year; and, with an affected genero- 
ſity, told Miſs Rivers, ſhe ſhould always, on the 
quarterly payments, remit her ſome little pre- 
ſents :>the poor girl, who every day felt more 
humbled, and more deeply regretted her paſt 
errors, aſſured her mother, ſhe was fully ſatisfied 
with her bounty, and requeſted ſhe would not 
deny herſelf any pleaſures! or conveniences to 
accommodate her with what muſt be ſuperfluous 
in the Kyle of life ſhe meant to adopt. Mrs. 
Rivers called her a fool, adding; “ you might 
do much better if you would, why don't you 
re ſolve to accompany me to France, and by a 
proper marriage atane for your follies ? had you 
acted as you ought to have done, you might 
have been Lady Beaumont, and an honor to me 
inſtead of a diſgrace . Spare your reproach- 
es, my dear madam, (intertupted the poor 
weeping girl;) my on heart ſufficiently up- 
braids me.— Forget your unworthy daughter 
and whatever becomes of me may you be hap- 
| py !”—Mrs. Rivers turned from her with a re- 
= F | : petition 
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petition of the word foo/7 bleſt are thoſe perſons 
whoſe deſires are bounded by reaſon, and whole ' 
paſſions are regulated by diſcretion! 7beir plea- | 
ſures are unalloyed by repentance; no ſelf-re- | 
proach imbitters their hours; calm content, 
« the ſunſhine of the breaſt” affords them that 
happineſs which is vainly ſought for in diſſipated | 
pleaſures.— True happineſs can only be met with 
in the boſom, of our families, and in the dif- 


charge of our ſeveral duties: —had Mrs. Rivers 


acted with diſcretion in the early part of life; or, 
even after the death of her huſband, ſubmitted 
to her ſituation, and endeavoured to reconcile 
her daughter to the great change in her circum- 
ſtances, what anguiſh might ſhe have ſpared 
that unfortunate girl |—Painful no doubt, it is 
to ſacrifice our inclinations, to give up friends, 
and forſake the amuſements we are fond of; 
but then it is ſo pleaſing to fulfill our duty, to 
be conſcious we are acting with propriety, and 
in ſuch a manner as to ſecure the eſteem of the 
valuable part of mankind, that the recompenſe 
over-pays the pain: —but the thoughtleſs wo- 
man, whoſe precepts and example had contri- 
buted to the ruin of her child, ſaw only the 
diſappointment of her ſchemes in procuring 
riches and ſplendour, without feeling remorſe 
for the unworthy part ſhe had aQed; and, 
when ſhe found all her projects fruſtrated, was 
mean enough to accept and rejoice in the acqui- 
ſition. of that income which ought to have filled 
her with ſhame and confuſion; and to the en- 
joyment of which a feeling mind would have 
preferred the moſt abje poverty. 18 04684, 

Sir Edward and Lady Stanley left Stanhope. 
ſtreet early in the evening, and Sir William re- 
paired to his uſual haunt; where he experienc- 


ed 
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ed his uſual had fortune; but he now ceaſed to 
make himſelf uncafy on this account, by refleQ. 
ing, that a lucky hit might reſtore the immenfe 
ſums he had laſt; and conſequently, his incli- 
nation for gaming daily gained ſtrength. Thus 
did he become enamoured of the vice he once 
thought he deteſted, and to which, in fact, he 
had no propenſity, till his unfortunate connec- 
tion with Colonel Minors: this gentleman had 
now a new card te play; ſome errors he had 
been ſuſpected of commiting at whiſt occafroned 
a ſhyneſs towards him on the part of his brother 
officers, which he could ill brook, and which, 
if talked of, might produce diſagreeable conſe- 
quences : he ſometimes thought of felling out; 
but then the money would be ſoon fpent, and 
he bereft of every reſource except the gaming- 
table, which, though at preſent under contribu- 
tion to him, might not continue fo: having 
weighed theſe things, he reſolved, as a matter 
of prudence, to addreſs Miſs Summers: forty- 
thouſand pounds, with the depredations he in- 
tended to make on the Baronet's purſe, he 
thought, might ſettie him comfortably; beſides, 
her connections were ſuck! as muſt be of ſervice 
to him ; the girl was very-pretty too, but this 
Was —9 - a ſecondary conſideration: he had 
taken ſome pains to enquire about her fortune, 
and found ſhe was entitled to it on the day of 
marriage, or when twenty-one, without any 
reſtrictions; he therefore determined to avail 
himſelf of Sir William's introduſtion and en- 
deavour to ſecure the young lady's uffe tion, but 
it was his wiſh, to coneral his defign ftom Sir 
William, as he peteerved a growing regard on 
his part r nne Ik 
1 20 
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The following day he paid an early viſit: to 


Miſs Summers, dreſſed in all his glittering: or- 


naments; Lady Summers happened to be en- 
caged with ſome trades people, he failed not to 
make the : moſt of his time, and impreſſed the 
young lady with a. very favourable opinion of 
him—aſter a pretty long tete d tete he left her 
to call on Lord Stormer, whoſe abſence the pre- 
ceding evening had ſurpriſed him; he found 
him at home, up to his elbows in papers. 
« What the devil, Stormer, are you about? 
(cried he:) figning, parchments, granting long 
leaſes, or looking out for a marriage ſettle- 
ment?“ Jam only examining into the ruin- 
ed ſtate of my affairs, Colonel; and I find them 
even | worſe: than I expected; they. are indeed 
ſuch as preclude my deareſt hopes; but I ſhall 
proceed; I have. ſummoned my creditors, and 
reſerving only a ſmall income to myſelf, ſhall 
give them the, remainder.” —** Why, Stormer, 
are you mad? (ſaid the Colonel,) what is all 
this for.?—your late loſſes, ſure, have turned 
your, brain | if you want caſh I can ſupply you: 
believe I am in yout debt for our laſt fleece of 
the, Baronet.” No, Colonel; I will have 
none of your money; and am heartily aſhamed 
I was,.ever. concerned in your projets z=to tell 
you the truth, the laſt deception practiſed on 
Sir William Beaumont opened my eyes to the 
baſeneſs of our connection; ſhame and remorſe 
aſſailed me; and another circumſtance, which 
deeply affected me, confirmed my reſolution of 
withdrawing -. from. ſuch a diſhonorable part ner- 
ſhip.” —<*, What. the devil poſſeſſes you? (cried 
Minors,) are you going to turn methodiſt or 
moravian.?” „ No; (anſwered Lofd!Stormer,) 
but Jam trying to awake from a long delufive 

Vor I. dream 


. 
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dream which has afforded me neither reſt nor 
peace: in ſhort, Colonel, I am ſick of gambling, 
deceit and perfidy. My reformation is ſome- 
thing ſudden I confeſs 5 but for this week paſt I 
have felt diſſatisfied, and ſome recent circum- 

ſtances have effected my cure. am really 
aſtoniſned, (returned the Colonel? Is this Lord 
Stormer, who was always the firſt to lead in 
every ſort of diffipation? is he turned puritan, 
and going to preach againſt vice?“ «© No, 

(replied Lord Stormer,) I do not entertain ſo 
vain an idea as to hope, by any arguments of 
mine, to make converts; 1 only chuſe to act for 
myſelf. It is my intention to go abroad, and, 

by economy, redeem ſome part of my ſhattered 
fortune.“ What, and indulge with your 
charming Signora?“ interrupted the Colonel, 

ſmiling, “ That lady and I have parted to meet 
no More.! go alone, for I have neither friends 
nor companions who will think it worth while to 
accompany a man reduced in circumſtances ! 


„Well, of all the ſtrange occurrences one daily 


meets with, your frolic is the moſt extraordi- 


_ nary z—it will excite wonder beyond the limited 
nine days.” —“ That ſhall give me no concern; 


but let me intreat you, Colonel, to give over 
your depredations on Sir William Beaumont; 
he appears a young man not deficient in good 
ſenſe or good nature; unacquainted with the 
world, he falls an eaſy prey; but be content 
with yott preſent gains, nor purſue any further 
ſiniſter deſigns againſt him“ “ Or the conſe- 
quence will be, J ſuppoſe, (ſaid the Colonel, ) 
that, from the retlitude of your principles, you 
will turn informer, and impeach your quandam 
friend.” „ You cannot think ſo meanly of me; 
no, fir, all that 1 is paſt 1s with me forgotten ; hut 

I certainly 
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J certainly will, if a fair opportunity offers, 
perſuade Cir William to follow tay example, 
and forego play whilſt his fortune is not irre- 
parably injured like mine.“ And you think 
this will be acting like a man of honor?“ 1 
do, Colonel; honor impels me to ſave a worth 
man from ruin. Let me aſk you, What mighty 
pleaſures or advantages we have derived from 
our late diſgraceful ſchemes? the money we 
have fleeced, as you properly term it, from the 
Baronet, we have loſt again to others as know- 
ing as ourſelves: we have lived for ſome time 
in conſtant habits of winning, from the igno- 
rant and unwary, to loſe again to the ſkilful 
and deſigning ; our fortunes, our health, tem- 
per, and every good quality of the mind has 
been ſacrificed to one pernicious, propenſity, 
from which we, in fact, receive neither pleaſure 
nor profit; rich to day, in want to-morrow, 
and in a conſtant agitation of ſpirits. ”—** Hold, 
hold, cried the Colonel, enough of preach- 
ments.— Ha! hal ha! why really your quick and 
wonderful converſion exceeds Katterfelto's won- 
ders all to nothing; but as the ſame ſpirit of 
reformation does not at preſent. actuate me, I 
ſhall leave. you to your utopian ſcheme, with 
this obſervation, however, that I ſhall ſoon judge 
from Sir William Beaumont's conduct, whether 
you uſe me diſhonorably, and ſhall take my mea- 
'ures accordingly.” Thus ſaying, he haſtily 
quitted the houſe 3 very much ſurpriſed and 
chagrined ; for although he could win no more 
trom Lord Stormer, yet, he was an aſſociate, 
who gave credit to the party; beſides the world, 
which would ſoon know he was a ruined man, 
might caſt diſagreeable reflexions. on®his com- 
panions :—determined, therefore, to get above 
| Ha the 
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the cenſure of the world, which is. always won- 
derfalty complaiſant, to a man in afffuence, 
the Colonel ſaw the neceſſity of purſuing his 
deſigns on Miſs Summers, and endeavouring to 
circumvent Sir William. Such are the motives 
that actuate men, who, from habits of gaming, 
chicanery and deceit, grow callous to every 
virtuous feeling of the ſoul! dead to every ſen. 
timent of friendſhip, honor or gratitude, they 
live only for themſelves, and to gratify their 
own wiſhes, fcruple not to ſacrifice the happineſs 
of thoſe they call their deareſt friends ! a man 


of faſhion and education enters into ſociety with 


many advantages; the world is prepared to 
eſteem him, becauſe from ſuch a man honorable 
ſentiments and behaviour are expected: but 
how ſoon do improper connections, diſſipation 
and extravagance, under the names of gallantry 


and faſhion, ruin his morals, impair his fortune, 


and reduce him tothe meaneſt expedients to pre- 
ſerve a ſinking credit ! happy would it be for 
the diſſipated and the vicious if. they conſidered, 
that when a man ceaſes to preſerve his. own 
conſequence and forfeits the approbation of his 
own heart, the world will eſtimate him accord- 
ingly ; he will obtain only ſcorn and reproach 
from the companions. of his follies, and, at beſt, 
but a contemptuous pity from the ſenſible and 
worthy | Colonel Minors had long ſince ſub- 
dued the reproaches of conſcience, and forgot 


the leſſons of his reſpectable father; habituated 


to vice the baſeſt ſchemes coſt him nothing; and 


as he thought affluence and proſperity muſt en- 
ſure every man a welcome into the ſociety of 


the gay and faſhionable, he reſolved to obtain 
riches at any rate. 3 | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


CIRCUMVENTION, 


OR ſeveral days Sir William and the Co- 
T . lonel, purſued one general plan; they viſit- 
ed Miſs Summers of a morning, joined her 
evening parties, and at night met, their friends 
at Brookes's: and ſo infatuated was Sir Wil- 
liam, reſpeQing Colonel Minors, that he nei- 


ther ſaw his deſigns on Miſs Summers, nor re- 


gretted the money he continually loſt to him at 
lay: and when the twenty thouſand pounds he 
had in the bank was gone, he ſcrupled. not to 
raiſe. money by granting an annuity on his eſtate. 
Lady Beaumont, who. had been a painful ob- 
ſerver of his acians, though ſhe- little ſuſpected 
his great Toffes, one day when he did her the 
favor to dine at home, a thing now Hot very 
uſual with him,, took occaſion to mention his 
apparent ,attachment to Miſs Summers, and 
aſked, if he had any ſerious defign of addreſl- 
ing her? he was rather diſconcerted, but re- 
plied, “ He really liked her very much, though 
he had not yet made up his mind to.think of 
marrying 3 but, when he had, Lady Beaumont 
| ſhould 
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ſhould be the firſt perſon conſulted.” —<* And 
you will find, my dear William, (faid ſhe) that 
1 ſhall deſerve your confidence; the young lady 
mentioned is young and volatile, but ſhe is of a 
worthy family, and a few years hence, per- 
haps, may prove an ornament to it ; I therefore 
neither perſuade you for, nor againſt ad- 
dreſſing her; only remember, Miſs Summers is 
a woman of family, who will not fail to reſent 
any improper behaviour on your part.—This 
morning (ſhe continued) I have received two 
cards of invitation, the one I have accepted to 
oblige you, the other to pleaſe myſelf :—this, is 
from Lady Summers for a rout next Thurſday ; 
that, from Mr. and Miſs Thornhill to ſpend the 
day with them on the Monday after : I hope 
you will accompany me to both places.” Sir 
William replied, “ He would attend her with 
pleaſure.” «I have (reſumed ſhe,) juſt receiv- 
ed an anſwer to a letter I wrote to procure Miſs 
| Rivers an eligible ſituation ; I ſhall therefore 
ſpend this afternoon with that poor girl, and hope 
the will ſoon be ſettled to her wiſhes.” “' May 
[ aſk where? ſaid Sir William, No, replied 
Lady Beaumont, it can be of no conſequence 
to you to know more than that the ſituation 1s 
approved of by herſelf and me.”—** I fincerely 
wiſh her happy, (ſaid he, riſing,) and I hope, 
- madam, if any part of my fortune can make 
her ſo, you will command. it.” He left her at 
theſe words, and ſhe ordered the carriage to 
take her to Green-ſtreet.—When ſhe arrived 
Miſs Rivers was alone ; a deep melancholy had 
taken poſſeſſion of her features, but her coun- 
tenance looked compoſed, though fad 3 ſhe re- 
ceived Lady Beaumont with the- warmeſt ex- 


preſſions of gratitude for her kind viſit, _— 
that 
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that her mother had been in the city all day.”— 
« My viſit, ſaid her ladyſhip, is entirely to 
you, my dear girl: I have received an anſwer 
from Mrs. Wilkins, ſuch a one as I hope you 
will approve : ſhe read the letter; Mrs. Wil- 
kins molt thankfully accepted the honor of- the 
young lady's company, and ſaid, ſhe would 
make it her ſtudy to accommodate her with 
every convenience and pleaſure in her power 
to procure, adding that Miſs Rivers might be 
aſſured, from her reſpect and love for her ever- 
honored lady, ſhe would be happy to receive 
and attend any perſon dear to her.“ Miſs Ri- 
vers expreſſed, her gratitude with tears of joy 
and thankfülneſs; ite ſaw, by, the letter, how 
advantageouſly ſhe had been recommended, and 
was caper toffet out for a fituation ſo deſireable. 
It was ſettled that the ſecond day after this ſhe 
ſhould begin her journey, and Lady Beaumont 
undertook to procure her every convenience. 
Miſs Rivers ſaid ſhe had been very much 
hurried a few days before by a viſit from Lady 
Stanley ; * Her ladyſhip, (ſaid ſhe,) had called 
once or twice when my mother was out, and I 
declined ſeeing her; but unfortunately this day, 
my mother came to the door juſt as the carriage 
drew up, and, without my knowledge, brought 
Lady Stanley up ſtairs to me: —I thought I 
ſhould have fainted, ſhe ſtarted with ſutpriſe, 
and kindly taking my hand, „ My dear Miſs 
Rivers, (faid ſhe,) I cannot forgive myſelf for 
not feeing you before; I find you are better; 
but why would you conceal your illneſs from 
your friends?“ T burſt into tears.—Oh, ma- 
dam, what can equal the ſelf-reproach we feel at 
meeting with undeſerved kindneſs ? I could not 
ſpeak to her.—* 1 fee your ſpirits are weak; 
2 (aid 
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(ſaid ſhe,) endeavour to be well, my good girl, 
and I hope your circumſtances will ſoon be made 
eaſier. Come and ſtiy a month with me; Mrs. 
Rivers, will you and your daughter favor us ſo 
far?“ This kind invitation, which, a ſhort 
time ſince we ſhould have accepted with pride 
and pleaſure, my mother politely declined, ſay- 
ing, Change of air was ce to reſtore 
my health, and therefore in a very few days we 
were going into the country.” —her ladyſhip re- 
queſted if we found it neceſſary to return to 
London this winter we would come to her, 
which we readily promiſed :!==but I am ſure 
Lady Stanley thinks there is ſomething particu- 
lar in my caſe; ſhe eyed me with ſuch. curious, 
yet compaſſionate looks.—How rejoiced hall Ibe 
to quit this town, which was once, in my opi- 
nion, the only place fit to live In. Before 
Lady Beaumont leſt Miſs Rivers, her mother 
arrived, and Mrs. Wilkins's letter being com- 
municated ſhe readily agreed to ſet off from Lon- 
don at the time propoſed ; and it was ſettled 
that Mrs: Rivers ſhould drop her daughter at 
Lady Beaumont's, and from thence, fo go on 
to Dover: Every thing being thus fixed, ſhe 
tobk leave with an encreaſing ęſteem for the 
daughter and a ſovereign contempt for the mo- 
ther. Sir William mean time, when he left 
the houſe after dinner, had ſauntered down 
through Hyde- park towards the Mall, intend- 
ing to go round to St. James's-ſtreet—juſt before 
he got to the ſtable-yard, he was overtaken by 
Lord Stormer who had been ftrolling in the 
Mall.—** Ah, (ſaid Sir William,) 1 am. glad to 
ſee your Tordſhip—what are you. juſt. arrived 
from the country?“ * From the country! 
(repeated Lord Stormer) I have not been 3 
| 85 the 
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the country”—** No! why Minors-told me ſo; 
but what is the meaning then that we have 
not ſeen you this week paſt ?” „ Becauſe I 
have been very buſily engaged in looking into 
my affairs; I find I can no longer afford to play, 
being ugerly undone, and therefore am. about 
to quit England.” How] (replied Sir Wil- 
liam,) quit England, my Lord! there ſurely is 
no neceſſity for that,;—you, have friends who 
will gladly join to relieve you from any tempo- 
rary difficulties.” —* That you are one of thoſe 
who would not ſcruple to ferve a friend, I am 
convinced, Sir William; and 1 am grateful for 
your intended kindneſs ; but nothing at preſent 
can.ſave or ſerve mei have given up all for 
the benefit of my creditors; they allow. me 
500l. a year, and within that ſum I am deter- 
mined to live in future; but, as it cannot be 
done in England, I intend going to Flanders; 
or perhaps to Italy; F RAY, ſhall avoid, as too 
many of my countrymen flock thither.” But 
pray, (ſaid Sir William) may I aſk what has 
cccationed this ſudden refolution ?? „ TI have 
already told you my fortune is gone; but the 
evening we ſpent at Lady Mandeville's, and 
ſome particular occurrences which intereſted me 
there, gave birth to the reſolution of examining 
into the ſtate of my affairs; my motives for ſo 
doing avail nothing, and in going abroad I ſa- 
crifice all my wifhes.—You, Sir William, are 
yet happily exempt from any difficulties, the 
ſums you have loſt cannot materially injure your 
fortune; let me conjure you, then, to retreat 
in time. Play is faſcinating, it ſteals imper- 
ceptibly upon us; and every day adds to the 
infatuation ; the evils attending it are manifold, 
the loſs of time and fortune are the leaſt of 
| | of, Ham them 
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them—a few days ſerious reflection on my mor 
titying fituation has taught me to judge properly 
let me conjure you once more to retreat whilſt 
ou can do it with honor.” —“ I am really fo 
much ſurpriſed, (anſwered Sir William,) that 
I hardly know how to thank you for advice 
which is no doubt kindly meant. —How will the 
Colonel be aſtoniſhed ! he believes you in the 
country, and will ſcarcely credit my report.” 
«« He is better informed than you think of, re- 
turned his lordſhip ; but that is immaterial ;— _ 
I muſt take my leave being engaged on buſineſs : 
AI will do myſelf the honor to call on you before 
I leave England; and believe me, Sir William, 

I feel fincerely intereſted in your happineſs.” 
Never was ſurpriſe greater than the Baro- 
net's; his lordſhip's admonitions gave him ſome 
pangs; he was convinced of the truth of his 
obſervations, and he knew that in the courſe of 
a few weeks he had loſt what by ſome would 
have been thought a princely fortune; at one 
moment he reſolved to play no more; but then 
to give up all hopes of retrieving, to ſet down 
with loſſes ſo very conſiderable without having 
the chance of recovering them, he thought 
would be madneſs and folly :—if he could but 
regain ten thouſand pounds, redeem his annuity 
and have ſome ready caſh, he would give up 
play entirely and be contented to reſign the 
other ſums.— With this, (what he thought,) 
laudable refolution he went to ſeek the Colonel, 
whom he found at White's, and then related 
minutely his converſation with Lord Stormer. 
The Colonel trembled as he. proceeded ; but, 
when he found no accuſation was made againſt 
himſelf, and that the Baronet was ſtill ignorant 
of all his deceptions, he affected to turn 1 
| Wnole 
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whole into ridicule; but perceiving it had made 
rather a ſerious impreflion on Sir William, he. 
aid, to you my friend, I. will eonfide a, ſeerer, 
depending on your *honor—known then Lord 
Stormer has been detected al me little fineſſe 
in play which has hurt his reputation, and is the 
real cauſe of his going abroad; T expoſtulated 
with him on the ſubje&, which accafioned a cool- 
neſs, and I really thought he was in the country; 
but upon the whole I think hep tight to go abroad 
till the affair is blown over j tis hot generally 
known, and 1 hope I have ſucceeded in ſtop- 
ping ſome people's tongues.” "Suth was the in- 
| fluence this artful, man had acquired over Sit 
William that he readily gabe credit to this flan- 
derous invention; and the growing eſteem he 
had felt for lord Stormer was changed into con- 
tempt.— The two gentlemen knowing that Miſs 
Summers was gone with a party to Drury-lane 
play-houſe, followed her thither, and after 
teconnoitring the houſe fixed themſelves in \ 
a box adjoining to the, party” they, looked for: 
—Miſs Summers ſoon felf itte chat with them; 
but Lord Summers, who was in company, po- 
litely bowed, to Sir. William, but, made a very 
diſtant one to the, Colonel; this%he law and felt, 
but having too much ' confidence to be ecaſily 
abaſhed, he chatte& with great fretdom and un- 
concern to the Tadies, whilſt Sir Willlam, from 
a real attachment to Miſs Summers, expreſſed 
more by his looks than Words, And but occaſion- 
ally joined in convetſation: perfectly ſatisfied 
that the Colonel had no views on the young la- 
dy, he felt no diſquietude at his aſſiduities, but 
was pleaſed that his attentions precluded two ot 
three other gentlemen who were of the party 
from being noticed. When the play ended 
there were ſeveral competitors for the hand of 
Miſs 
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Miſs Summers which ſhe, in deſiance to the 

frowns of e refigned to the Colonel, 

who conducted her to the carriage, and then 

joined his friend, „ Well, Sir William, (faid 

he,) no bad omen for you,—your goddeſs could 

not openly ſhew, her preference to you, but in 

giving her hand to your companion ſhe certainly 

deſigned you a compliment.” —““ And do you 

really think ſo?” (cried the Baronet eager 59 

To be fyre d gos it is very obvious—O, I 

enjoyed the panghty, uncle's diſappointment; 

there is a Lord Fairfield who, I. am told, is de- 
: | figned for her 5. vt let us try if we cannot cir- 
cumvent him I am perſuaded the young lady 

| herſelf has no 1 edi ſection in his favor. “' But 

| would you ſeriouſly adviſe me to marry Miſs 
\ | Summers?“ % Do you really like her? er- 
Il tainly, Ide, but yet I have no violent inclina- 
tion to matriage.—“ Nay, you muſt deter- 

mine for yourſelf: between you and me, ſhe is 
a great coquet, and unleſs you can be contented 
to ſee your wife qute be ten; flirting with eye- 
ry pretty fellow, I would adviſe Nig againſt it; 
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| her fortune | "oy 1o not want, and ] am perſuad- 
ed her perſon, will ſoon prove a great incum- 


brance.” _ « I know not what to determine on 
at preſent 3 I cannot rel 10 05 her, but I ſhall 
take a litt e m ) e, time for obſervation before I 
think of making any , ſerious addreſſes. Her 


* 


er“ | 43; | | * J 
uncle, Lord Summers, whom I only ſaw once 
at her hovſe, treated me with great politeneſs, 
| S419 © 3$* | WO £- QC 108 1:1 . tg 4% 42 1 
l and if I choſe to make an offer I don't think it 
| would be refuſed.“ “ 1 dare ſay not, (anſwer- 


ed the Colonel, ) and therefore there is no neceſ- 
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fity for hur; ing matters.” By this time they 
arrived at Bro. Res fs met their uſual ſet, and 


| 
| purſued their uſyal mode of (entertainment. 
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PARENTAL AFFECTION IN A MODERN | 
| FINE LADY. 


rx day arrived in e Rivers and 

| her daughter were to take very different 
toutes. Without feeling the leaſt concern for 
her unhappy child, Mrs. Rivers only blamed her 
obſtinacy in refuſing to accompany her to Paris; 
and when they arrived at Lady Beaumont's a- 


bout one o'clock (an hour when Sir Willam 


was never home,) ſhe alighted from the carriage 
and entered the houſe with the greateſt uncon- 
cern imaginable: not ſo Miſs Rivers ; ſhe ſhud- 
dered, and could ſcarcely by the help of ſalts 
keep herſelf from fainting, although ſhe was re- 
ceived with the greateſt kindneſs by Lady Beau- 
mont. I have brought my daughter, and 
reſign her to your ladyſhip's.care 3” (ſaid Mrs. 
Rivers, with much nanchalence.) “ I accept the 
truſt, (ſaid Lady Beaumont,) and flatter myſelf I 
ſhall deſerve the confidence and affeQion Miſs 
Rivers favors me with.”—** As the day is far 

| advanced, 
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advanced, (reſumed the other,) I have no time 
to loſe; I muſt, therefore, make my acknow- 
ledgments to your ladyſhip and haſten on my 
journey. Adieu, my dear Anna, pray write to 
me as ſoon as I have acquainted you with my 
place of reſidence : take care and behave well, 
child, in order to deſerve Lady Beaumont's 
kindneſs, and bring no more diſgrace upon me.“ 
— Fie ! Mrs. Rivers, exclaimed her lady- 
ſhip, ſeeing the7ynhappy. girl drowned in tears 
and unable to ſpeak,) is this a time for ſuch a 
cryel reflection? I venture; madam, to anſwer 
for. Miſs Rivers—ſhe will not diſgrace you, may 
ſhe have reaſon ,to be proud of her mother !” 
the poor girl advanced, and throwing her arms 
round her unfeeling parent, ſobbed out !— 
«© Forgive me, madam, for all the trouble I 
have occaſioned you! henceforth you ſhall, have 
mo cauſe to complain of me. May Heayen 
bleſs my dear mother ! may you enjoy health 
and happineſs, and may no thought of me diſ- 
turb your quiet!“ Devoid of fenſibility as Mrs. 
Rivers was, ſhe could not help being a little af- 
fected, a few tears dropped from her eyes, and 
kiſſing her daughter, with fome appearance of 
tenderneſs, ſhe took leave of Lady Beaumont, 
ſtepped into the, carriage, which waited, and 
purſued her way to Dover. It was ſome time 
before Miſs Rivers could be compoſed, though 
Lady Beaumont ſoothed her with the kindeſt 
expreſhons—the ſtage which was to convey Miſs 
Rivers to Exeter, fet off in the evening, ſhe was 
therefore to remain in her ladyſhip's dreſſing- 
room till the appointed hour, and was ſecure 
enough from ſeeing ' Sir William, a fight, ſhe 
dreaded worſe than death. oat -e e 
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rr ſame day ſoon after, Sir William re- 
1 turned to dreſs, he was informed Lord 
Stormer was come to wait on him— he repaired 
to the parlour under thoſe unfavorable impreſ- 
ſions the Colonel had inſtilled into his mind, 
and received his Iordſhip with a politeneſs ſo re- 
ſerved as was too obvious to be overlooked. — 
« Being about to quit the kingdom to morrow, 
Sir William, I called to have the. pleaſure of 
ſecing you once more, and to know if I can 
do you any ſervice abroad.” .** Your lordſhip 
is very obliging ; (anſwered the Baronet,) but 
I am equally unknown and unknowing out of 
England.” „ Vou will pardon the obſervation, 
Sir, William (reſumed his lordſhip,) but, from 
the particular reſerve which has taken poſſeſſion 
of your features, I am inclined to judge you 
have been, impreſſed with ſome unfavorable 
ideas of me fince I had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
$5 you 
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you in the park.” Have you, fir, any reaſons 
for indulging ſuch a ſuppoſition ?“ aſked Sir 
William gravely. «© I have, (returned Lord 
Stormer,) I know my preſent deſign has met 
with the diſapprobatign..ef..the..party I have 
lately been connected with, and I entertain little 
doubt but they, have inſpired you with the ſame 
ſentiments; I have no right to cenſure, much 
leſs to adviſe; my own follies have been too 
glaring; but permit me to ſay, that if you 
would diverſify. your” acquaintance, and not 
confine your knowledge of the world to one 
particular ſet, you would ſurely find your ad- 
vantage in it.“ „I am obliged to your 
lordſhip for. Jour. advice, though it certainly 


= 2 © + _— —= . " ' 2 1 
implies a cenſure on thoſe you dnce called your 
friends.” I can have no views to anſwer in 


what I. ſay, .(replied his lordſhi U fi 
Fein de AC En pt pe AL 


muſt act as you pleaſe: then, advanting and 
raking his Band; IG. t er, ved he 5) be- 
ljeve me ſſincerely intereſted in your welfare ; and 
ſhould I live to return to England, I ſhall be 
happy to cultivate your IS and be 
ranked among the number of your friends.“ 
There was ſomething ſo open, ſo gleafing in Lord 
Stormer's voce and manner, that, in ſpite 
of his prejudices, Sir William's gravity” in- 
Tenfibly relaxed ; and, ſhaking” his hand with 
7 nd ccordiality, he wiſhed © him health and 
nappineſs : but as ' ſoon as they had parted, 
the Colonel's infinuations to his difadvan- 
tage again occurred, again were credited, 
and he only felt contempt for the plaufibility 
'of Lord Stormer's manners; a man who 
could be guilty of any diſhoneſt practices at 
play he juftly conſidered as a ſcoundrel, «lrg 
$57 __ 


would not * 1 temptations came in 
his way, to defraud and injure in other in- 
ſtances. Thus was be the dupe of the very 
artifice he deſpiſed! He next began to thin 
of Miſs Summers; the Colonel 5 opinion of 
her had great weight with him; yet he found 
himſelf; ſo. much. attached that he could not 
bear to give het up. They had paid her ſeveral 
viſits fince the _ mecting, at the .,play- 
houſes. Whenever Lady Summers was at 
home, ſhe always directed her e 5 
Sir Wilham, — the others appeared pleaſe 

to have. : t{te-a-tfte, in which the Colonel, 5 
him Miſs Summers * ways. e 1 f 


much in, his favor, but 6 hh ſented be 


fiekle and trifli 
he eycning of the day on which wy 
en. leave © ths. Sir William 


Stormer . ch 
went with the Colonel to Covent -Garden 


Theatre; in the box next them ſat a lady, whoſe 
e AP ep to engage general adm} Pe, 

ra is not i \conſolab og 
the. Cole duch or the loſs. of her dear Lord. 


% Who 40 you mean? (aſked he) ** Why, Jon't 
you know, replied,. (the, other). the lady ext to 
us is lord Stormer *«Bella Signora ?”-—<*No, (ſaid 
Sir William I ever ſaw her till now: She is. ve 
beautiful.” The Colenel then addreſſed her; 
they entered into a lively chat, in which the 
Baronet joined, and ended with the lady's aſk- 
ing the two friends to ſupper: they accepted 
her invitation, and accompanied her to Sackville 
Street, where ſhe had very elegant apart- 
ments, and where they had a very genteel en- 
tertainment. Wit and good humor preſided at 
the table, and Sir William, who had never till 
now been in company with a woman fo faci- 
nating 
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nating as this lovely Signora, forgot Miſs Sum- 
mers and every one but the charming object be- 
fore him; they ſtayed till a late hour; Sir Wil. 
liam aſked and obtained permiſſion to renew his 
viſits, and when he quitted the houſe, was 
equally intoxicated with love and wine: Being 
extremely laviſh in her-praiſe, his artful com- 
panion laid hold of the opportunity to perſuade 
him to take her into keeping. Your affair with 
Miſs Summers may keep cool, (ſaid he) and 
the charming Signora will amuſe your idle 


-- Hours.” The weak, irreſolute intoxicated Ba- 


ronet àcceded to the propoſal with tranſport, 
and determined,' on the following morning, to 
make his propofals in form. Thus, by a grada- 
tion extremely natural from the unhappy con- 
nection he had formed, he foon became in eve- 
ry ſenſe of the word a profligate; and without 
a natural propenſity to a ſingle vice, adopted 
every mode of diffipation and folly pointed out 
to him by others, and this in order to be con- 
ſidered as a man of faſhion and gallantry. How 
many amiable giſpofitions, how many young 
men * bleſt with underſtanding and a thouſand 
good qualities, are ſacrificed àt the ſame ſhrine ! 
Partake of follies which afford them no amuſe- 
ment, adopt the vices of their companions, and 
- a" laft fink into a vortex of diffipation, which 

deſtroys their morals, injures their health, waſtes 
their rue, and brings on a premature old 
age without one pleafant reffection, one benevo- 
lent good action, or one fenfible* virtuous com- 
panion to adminiſter comfort to a mind diſeaſed. 
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"HE following! morning Sir William ſcarcet 

allowed himſelf time. for breakfaſting, 
eager was he to pay the propoſed viſit in Sack- 
ville Street: He found I Signora dreſſed 
in a ſtyle of elegance ſufficiently captivating; 
ſhe, well accuſtomed to the arts of pleaſing, 
ſpared no pains to confirm her conqueſt, and 
was ſo ſucceſsful in her endeavors, that, before 
they ſeparated a mutual underſtanding took 
place, and Sir William, conſented, to a very 
handſome ſettlement. She had the art to make 
him believe ſhe had quitted Lord Stormer volun- 
tarily, and, from her pique to bim, ſerupled 
not to ſet him forth in a moſt ridiculous point of 
view, which confirmed the Baronet in his pre- 
judices againſt him: Nor was this all: Senfible 
that ſhe could very well aſſiſt in diſſipating his 
fortune, ſhe wanted no partners to ſhare in the 


Plunder, and therefore threw out ſeveral oblique 
hints 
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hints againſt the Colonel, condemned play, and 
proteſted againſt an attachment to a man who 
devoted thoſe hours to gambling, which ought 
to be. engroſſed by her alonc.—Sir William was 
laviſh in his promiſes, ſwore to forſake play, and 
every amuſement in which his charming Sig no- 
ra had no participation; but endeavoured to 
combat her apparent diſlike to the Colonel, by 
aſſuring her, that gentleman was warmly her 
friend. The hours flew unheeded away, and 
he ſcarcely reached home in time ſor dinner.— 
Unfortunately this was the day he had ſo much 
wiſhed for, the day in which his mother had 
engaged to viſit Lady Summers. But his ſen» 
timents had undergone a great change he ac- 
knowledged that Miſs Summers was very lovely, 
but he no longer thought of her with thoſe live- 
ly emotions of tenderneſs he felt a few days 
previous to this z. the faſcinating foreigner now 
engaged all his hopes and wiſhes, and the Colo- 
nel had reaſon. to triumph in the ſucceſs of his 
ſchemes, which left him at liberty to purſue 
Miſs Summers with unremitting attention, and, 
by imperceptible degrees, make himſelf maſter 
of her heart. When Lady Beaumont claimed 
her ſon's promiſe of attending her to Groſvenor 
Street, he was highly chagrined he had engag- 
ed himſelf to the Signora; and his embarrall- 
ment was very obvious. How comes it, Sir 
William, (ſaid her ladyſni Iv that you eppear 
.confuſſed at my requeſt? You know this viſit 
of mine is intended folely to give you pleaſure.” 
To be candid, madam, (he replied with ſome 
hefitation) entirely forgetful of this engagement, 
T have entered into another, which it is impoſſi- 
ble for me to break through, from ſome very 
particular circumſtances attending ! 
N g 5 e | then, 
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then, you do not mean to accompany, me? 
(ſaid ſhe, both ſurpriſed and offended.) „ Ves, 
madam, I will attend you there; but you muſt 
excuſe my leaving you.“ Vour behaviour 
is very extraordinary. A few. days ſince you 
were laviſh in the praiſe of Miſs Summers, and 
deſirous of my cultivating an intimacy there; 
now you are indifferent, and plead other en- 
gagements which certainly are ſubſequent to 
your promiſe. of attending me to Groſvenor- 
ſtree. How inconſtant is your conduct | ' You, 


have no ſteadineſs, nor can there be any reliance 


on your word.” —** Your pardon, madam, (re- 
plied he, much piqued) if I preſume. to remind 
you the law at leaſt ſuppoſes me arrived at years 
of diſcretion.” He quitted the room with a 
careleſs air, and Lady Beaumont, burſting in- 
to tears, deplored the loſs of his affection and 
confidence. I ſee, (thought ſhe, heavily 
fighing, ) all my fears are realized; his princi- 
ples, his ether A are become abandoned; and 
the wretches he aſſociates with have ſucceeded 
in plunging him into vice and withdrawing him 


from all reſpect and gratitude to me: I have 


loſt my influence: and, very ſhortly, I have no 
doubt, ſnall be deprived of his company entire- 
ly.” With the moſt painful reflections ſhe re- 
tired to her dreſſing- room, and reluctantly pre- 
pared herſelf for the evening's viſit. Sir Wil- 
liam went out after dinner, but returned in 
time to accompany his mother, and feeling a 
little confuſed at his late improper behaviour, 
met her with much complaiſance, and endea- 
voured to appear cheerful and inſpire. her with 
good- humour. Lady Beaumont was received 
with diſtinguiſhed preference by Lady Summers, 
Who expreſſed herſelf in the moſt obliging terms, 
nor 
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nor was the young lady wanting in her polite 
attentions—a 'vaſt deal of company was aſſem- 
bled, amongſt whom Lady Beaumont with plea- 
ſare 'obſerved Mr. and . Miſs Thornhill, the 
Stanleys and Warners.—Sir William ſoon found 
a moment to ſteal off unobſerved, and flew to 
his Bella Signora :—the Colonel came in ſoon 
after he quitted the room, and advancing to pay 
his compliments to Lady Beaumont, careleſs|y 
aſked what was become of his friend?“ I ſhould 
rather aſk you that queſtion, fir, (ſaid ſhe very 
gravely ;) for you are in general ſuch inſepara- 
bles that I cannot ſuppoſe you ignorant of his 
engagement this evening.” Upon my honor, 
madam, (he replied) I am not in his confidence, 
neither have I the pleaſure of his company fo 
frequently as your ladyſhip ſuppoſes.—He then 
walked off to addreſs Miſs Summers, with whom 
he remained the beſt patt of the evening.—La- 
dy Beaumont was ſurpriſed at feeing him there, 
ſhe was a ſtranger to what new connections her 
ſon had formed, and felt alarmed and uncaſr : 
her two friends mentioned, with ſome little diſ- 
pleaſure, Sir William's total negle& of them; 
and Mr. Warner ſhaking his head, cried; 
«© Aye, aye, poor Beaumont is acquiring a 
knowledge of the town very rapidly J believe, 
and he'll pay dear enough for his experience.” 
This hint ſtartled Lady Beaumont; ſhe was ap- 
prehenſive Mr. Warner knew more than he 
choſe to communicate; and, turning to him 
quickly, are you; (ſaid ſhe) acquainted then 
with the nature of his engagements or the names 
of his companions ? only from report: but Sir 
Edward Stanley can afford you better informa- 
tion.” „Indeed, I cannot; (replied Sir Ed- 
ward,) Ionly know my relation, Lord Stormer, 

| Fl 
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is ruined and gone to the Continent ; and the 
ſame connections may poſhbly injure Sir Wil- 
liam: but I mean to throw myſelf in his wa 

ſome morning and be a little more explicit : 1 
am ſurpriſed at ſeeipg the Colonel without him.“ 
To this Lady Beaumont could only reply, that 
ſhe was totally ignorant how he ſpent his time. 
—* Apropos, (laid Sir Edward,) what is be- 
come of Mrs. and Miſs Rivers? we hear they 
are gone to France.” * You were rightly in- 
formed; (anſwered Lady Beaumont, I believe 
that was their deſign when they left Town— 
freſh people coming into the room they were 
ſeparated, and Lady Beaumont placed herſelf 
by Lady Summers, and was much pleaſed with 
the old lady's friendly politeneſs: at the fame 
time ſhe kept an attentive eye on Mi, who was 
entirely engroſſed by the Colonel; and ſhe faw 
enough to juſtify her opinion that they were 
warmly attached to each other, and was ſur- 
priſed Lady Summers did not appear to obſerve 
what ſhe thought ſo very viſible.— After ſpend- 
ing an evening of obſervation rather than of 
pleaſure, her ladyſhip retired, having engaged 
the Stanleys and Warners to dine with her the 
following day. Sir William ſpent his evening 
with the Signora, who ſo well improved his pre- 
poſſeſſion in her favor that he came away intoxi- 
cated with her charms. Freſh ſums were raiſed 
to adorn her and ſupply her with every elegance 
ſhe thought fit to require: — the money which 
was ſaved in his minority was now all gone,— 
his payments from his eſtates were not yet come 
round—he had, tis true, about ſeven thouſand . 
pounds in the hands of Mr. 'Thornhill, but that 
he did not care to draw out, as it -might ſubje& 
him to ſome enquiries or remonſtrances from 
| 1 his 
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his mother which he choſe to avoid; and there. 
fore he paid exorbitant intereſt for money to 
ſupply his extravagancies. He met his mother's 


| friends at dinner, behaved with much politeneſs 


but no freedom, and with à ſlight apology left 


them me in the evening, to the great morti- 


fication' of Lady Beaument. When the day ſhe 
had promiſed to ſpend with the Thornhills came, 
he abſolutely declinedd going „without aſſigning 
any reaſon, but an engagement not to be dif- 

enſed with. On her return home from this 
viſit ſne found two letters, the firſt ſhe opened 
was from Miſs Rivers, and to the following et- 


fect.— ' 


; 


«Deareſt Madam, 


No words can ſufficiently expreſs the feelings 
of my heart, or convey, to you my deep. ſenſe 
of your unmerited goodneſs ; . unworthy as [ 
am, you have deigned to bid me look up to 
your protection and regard; precious is the re- 
membrance — and my ſtudy, for the remain- 
der of my days, ſhall be to deſerve it. My jour- 
ney was ſafe and pleaſant, and when the ſtage 
entered the yard of the inn, I was accoſted by 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilkins, the moſt friendly ami- 
able couple I ever ſaw, who waited to receive 
me, and behaved with ſuch kindneſs and ex- 
preſſions of eſteem, as called forth all my grati- 
tude. I am indeed moſt agreeably ſituated, and 
if there was peace within my breaſt, ſhould pro- 


nounce myſelf happy —but ah, my dear ma- 


dam, nothing can ſill the monitor within, and 
1 look back with never ceafing regret on the 
paſt errors of my conduct. May you, my ever 

- reſpected 


f 
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reſpected benefactreſs, experience every felicity 


this world can afford ! for the knowledge of 


your happineſs is eſſential to my peace. I have | 


as yet heard nothing from my mother—alas, I 


tremble for her however miſtaken ſhe has 
been in the means, ſhe ſurely ſought my happi- 
neſs and advantage, and I have in return, co- 
vered her with diſgrace, and perhaps, thrown 
her into ſituations which may end in miſery.— 
Heaven forbid—but. my proſpects on that fide 
are very gloomy. Pardon me, madam, for in- 
truding my ſorrows when I ought only to re- 
joice in your goodneſs, which is indelibly im- 
printed on the heart of, your ever-obliged and 
truly grateful, 


Anna Rivers.” 


& Poor girl! (exclaimed Lady Beaumont,) 
may her future days be- happy ! alas my proſ- 
pects are not more bright than her's.”—She 
then took up the ſecond letter, and was ſur- 
priſed to recogniſe the hand of her brother, 
Lord Maybank, who hardly ever wrote to her: 
She opened it haſtily, and learned, that his lady 
was dead, and he on the point of coming to 
London to bring his only daughter and reſign 
her to the care of his ſiſter. 5 

Lady Beaumont felt ſincere grief for the loſs 
of Lady Maybank ; for although there had been 
but little intercourſe in the families, ſhe knew 
ſhe was amiable, reſpeQable, and unfortunatel 
married ; for Lord Maybank was quite a evil, 
and, from a high opinion of his own under- 


. ſtanding, looked with contempt on moſt men, 


and all women—a diſpoſition ſo unpleaſant nei- 


ther conciliated love nor friendſhip ; to preſerve 


Vol. I. I Peace, 
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peace, his lady ſubmitted to his laws, and ſacri- 
ficed her own Faoe ſenſe to his arbitrary temper ; 

no ſuch claims on ſociety, his 
company was avoided. Thoſe who were infe— 


rior. to him in rank and fortune, were awed 
by his pride and ſupercilious manners, from pre- 
ſuming to viſit him; and thoſe few upon an 


equality with him, held him in too much con- 
tempt to brook his dogmat ical and capricious 
behaviour. Lady Maybank was indeed gene- | 


rally eſteemed, but no one ſeemed inclined to 
viſit her, as it could not be done independent of 
ſeeing him alſo—Hence they lived almoſt alone 


in their ſolitary caſtle; and the ſole amuſement 
and employment of Lady Maybank was to edu- 
cate her daughter; but in this ſhe met ſo many 
obſtacles from her Lord, who made no ſcruple 
of ridiculing his wite, that had not Miſs May- 
bank been bleſt with a moſt happy diſpoſition, 
and an excellent heart, ſhe never would have 
acquired thoſe virtues and accompliſhments 
which now rendered her an ornament to her 
ſex. She deeply felt the loſs of her amiable 
mother, and was for a long time inconſolable, 
which ſo exaſperated the pride of her tyrannic fa- 
ther, who could not bear the idea that ſhe ſhould 
regret a loſs he thought of ſmal! conſequence, 


that he took a moſt unjuſtifiable diſlike to her ; 


to which another circumſtance contributed, a 
fondneſs he had contracted for his gardener's 
daughter, who wy - ambitious and artful, ſoon, 
by a perfect ſubmiſhon to his will, and a mean 
compliance with whatever commands he iſſued, 


obtained a, greater aſcendency over him than 


ever his amiable wife could boaſt; he indeed 
grew ſo fond of her, that he was determined ſhe 


ſhould reſide at the Caſtle; but as this could * 
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be done without highly offending the delicacy 
and reputation of his daughter, after various 
ſchemes to get rid of the objection, he reſolved 
to take her to England. Her mother's fortune, 
a very conſiderable one, was to be her's when ſhe 
came of age; he therefore determined to allow 
"her 400l. a-year for the preſent, and flattered 
himſelf ſhe might ſoon get well married, and 
he be rid of her for ever. Such were the 
thoughts of this affectionate father, in conſe- 
quence of which he wrote to his fiſter. Lady 
Beaumont was delighted with the idea of hav- 
ing a companion in her niece; ſhe had never 
+ ſeen her, but conceived the moſt flattering 
expectations from the character ſhe had heard 
of the young lady, and from what ſhe knew 
of her late amiable inſtructreſs. Being ac- 
quainted with the impetuoſity of her bro» 
ther's diſpoſit ion, ſhe did not doubt but they 
would ſoon follow the letter, eſpecially as he 
had not even requeſted an anſwer, but ſigniſied 
his intention of being in town very ſhortly. 
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MODERN /FRIENDSHIP. 


3 N; the morning, when Lady Beaumont was 


. informed her ſon was up, ſhe ſent him his 
uncle's letter; he ſoon returned with it in his 
hand; << I:congratulate you, madam, on the 
acquiſition of a companion ſo defirable as Miſs 
Maybank:z I hope her converſation will enliven 


your parties, and induce you to mix more with 


the world.” Upon my word, (replied her lady- 
ſhip) I am already ſufficiently diſſipated; but 
as the company of my niece may call more 
young people about me, I hope f ſhall have 
more of your-company. He, ſmiling, anſwer- 


ed, No doubt of that, madam 3” but he had 
already made up his mind. His lovely Signora 
had hinted, that lodgings were extremely in- 
convenient, that his viſits might be taken no- 


tice of, and that a ſmall houſe would be a thou- 
ſand times preferable to apartments under the 


ſame roof with other families. He acknow- 
ledged the juſtice of her remark, and requeſted 
ſhe would procure ſuch a houſe as might be 
agreeable and convenient to her. Thus com- 


miſſioned, 
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miſſioned, tis natural to ſuppoſe ſne loſt no 
time, but preſemly ſelected a genteel habitation 
in Clarges-ſtreet; ſhe had communicated this 
to him the preceding evening, and obtained his 
permiſſion to ſecure it: The moment he had 
peruſed his uncle's letter, a thought ſtruek him 
that he had now an excellent pretence to quit 
his mother, and reſide entirely with his charm- 
ing miſtreſs; and he determined to remove. 
previous to Miſs Maybank's arrival. He had 
not ſeen che Colonel for two or three days, ſo 
much had his new attachment engaged him; 
he now took a walk to call at his odgings; not 
finding him there, he went to White's, and the 
Thatched - Houſe, and was equally unſucceſs- 
ful.—Returning from St. James's-ftreet, he re- 
collected he had not lately paid his compliments 
at Lady Summers's, and though hg had loſt his 
violent penchant for the young lady), he thought 
politneſs required he ſhould now and then call 
at the door: He walked therefore to Groſvenor 
Street, and on aſking whether: Lady or Miſs Sum- 
mers was at home, the ſervant anſwered,; “ My 
lady is at home, Sir, though very much diſ- 
treſſecd, and unfit to ſee, company.” And 
Miſs Summers, (reſumed the Baronet,) I hope. 
ſhe is well?“ O, Lord, Sir, (ſaid the man, 
ſhaking his head,)what, don't you know Miſs is 
run'd off with Colonel Minors, and, *tis believed, 
gone to Scotland.” Sir William was thnnder 
ſtruck: „ Gone. off with Minors ?—-lmpoſ- 
ſtble ! (ſaid he ;) Where is your lady? I wiſh- 
to ſee her.” The ſervant went up ſtairs to his 
lady, whilſt Sir William remained below in the 
parlour perplexed with a thouſand confuſed 
thoughts and vain conjectures.— The ſervant 
returned, and deſired him to walk up into Lady 

Summers's 
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Summers's dreſſing · room. The moment he 
entered, ſhe burſt into tears: „ Ah, Sir Wil- 
- ham, (faid ſhe) you have injured me irrepar- 
ably! Why did you introduce that deteſted 

onel, who has impoſed on my - unhappy 
child, and deſtroyed my peace for ever.” *« Is 
it poſhble, madam, that what I hear is truth? 
Has Colonel Minors carried off Miſs Summers?“ 
— Would to Heaven it were falſe !  Yeſter- 
day morning a ſervant came with a card from 
Miſs Raikſon's, requeſting my grand-daughter's 
company to dinner: Although ſuch an invita- 
tion was unuſta], I had no ſuſpicions, and glad 
.of any opportunity. to promote an intimacy 
there, I gave a free aſſent, and the carriage took 
her into the city, and left her at Mr. Raikſon's; 
ſhe ordered the ſervant to fetch her at nine. At 
the hour appointed I ſent the carriage—Judge 
of the ſerva 2 ſurpriſe when he was informed 
Mr. Raikſon's family were gone out, that Miſs 
Summers did not ſtay a quarter of an hour in 
the houſe, and that one of the footmen waited 
upon her to a ſhop in Cheapſide, where ſhe 
{aid the carriage was to meet her, and there he 
left her. My footman, who is a ſober intelligent 
fellow, walked to the ſhop, and aſked if a young 
lady of her defcription had purchaſed any thing 
there, and left it for him to carry ? He was told 
ſuch a lady was there, and bought ſome gloves, 
but took them into the carriage, which canie 
with a gentleman in it to fetch her.—With this 
heart-rending intelligence my ſervants return- 
ed. Judge what muſt have been my feelings— 
I flew to her apartment, and, in her drefling- 
box, found a ſcrap of paper with theſe words 
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«© Be not alatmed, my dear madam ; tis 
only a trip to Scotland —in a few days Colonel 
Minors. will have the pleaſure of preſenting bis 
wife to you, in the perſon of your dutiful 

| Caarlatte- Summers.” 


For a few minutes (added the old lady, weep- 
ing,) I was happily inſenſible of my misfortunes ; 
as ſoon as I recovered I ſent N ſon, Lord 
Summers; but ſo many hours had elapſed, that 
he thought a purſuit would be uſeleſs. O, 
that wretch, I never liked him; many times 
have I been on the point of ſhutting my doors 
on him, but was reſtrained from a ſenſe of ge- 
neral politeneſs and reſpect to his introducer. 
O! Sir William, why, why did you bring him 
here to be the ruin of my poor girl?“ Sir Wil- 
liam fat immoveable in his chair, till rouſed by 
this addreſs ; = forgive me, madam, (ſaid he, 
ſtarting from bis reverie,). ſcarcely. can I credit 
what ] hear, tho' from an authority ſo reſpeQ- 
able: —and believe me, when 1 aſſure your 
ladyſhip, I never had the lighteſt idea of any 
— 4 attachment between Minors and Miſs 
Summers; his. introduQtion here was on my 
part involuntary, he abſolutely forced himſelf 
upon me; for, notwithſtanding I had then a 
high opinion of the Colonel, I had not the pre- 
ſumption to think myſelf entitled to introduce 
any man where I was ſcarcely acknowledged as 
a viſitor myſelf; and fo far from having any 
{uſpicions of his deſigns, I have been almoſt 
ready to quarrel with him for not doing juſtice 
to Miſs Summers.” Ah, (faid her ladyſhip,) 
his whole conduct has been replete with falſe- 
hod, and duplicity.—Unhappy girl !l-—-what ax 
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lot you have. you drawn !—Before Sir William 
could reply, Lord Summers was anounced ; he 
walked into the room, bowed gravely to the 
Baronet, and ſeeing his mother in tears; be- 
ſought her to be compoſed ; then, turning to Sir 
William. „ Are you fir, (ſaid he,) furniſhed 
with any intelligence reſpecting your friend and 
my niece ?“ The word friend was ſpoken with 
particular emphaſes. No my lord; I was 
till this moment entirely a ſtranger to the Co- 
lonel's attachment; and I beg you and Lady 
Summers will do me the juſtice to believe my 
concern is equal to my furpriſe.” „ The girl 
is ruined ; (cried Lord Summers 3) TI have this 
morning been unqueſtionably informed, he has 
been guilty of ſuch glaring improprietics that 
the corps mean to require his ſelling out of the 
guards: his character is infamous; he has long 
ſupported his extravagancies by gambling and 


duplicity of the meaneſt kind; Lord Stormer 


he has completely ruined ; and report ſays, Sir 
William, that you are a pretty conſiderable ſuf- 


ferer from his friendly attentions.” Had a bul- 


let wounded him ſuddenly, Sir William could 
© ſcarcely have been more ſurpriſed and ſhocked : 


he was now convinced the Colonel was a yillain, 
and that he had been an egregious dupe. With 


much heſitation and confuſion he acknowledged 
to Lord Summers that he had indeed been greatly 


impoſed upon, that he always ſaw the character 
of Minors in a favourable point of view, and 
had placed unlimited confidence in his honor. 
«© Hit honor (repeated Lord Summers) he is 
the moſt worthleſs of mankind ; and this wretch- 
ed girl, whom he has ſeduced, will ſoon expe- 


rience bitter regret and unavailing repentance 3 


her fortune was the inducement, and he well 
knows 
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knows ſhe is entitled to it on her marriage-a 
curſed thing (cried he ſtamping) to have ſuch 
a fellow brought into the family—but I ſwear 
he never ſhall enter my houſe, neither wilÞ I 
ever ſee his worthleſs wife.“ „O | my ſon, (ſaid 
the old lady, weeping,) do not be too raſh# 
J have ſworn it, madam, you - muſt do 
what you pleaſe ; it will not be long, I fear, be- 
fore llc will want a comforter, and a protector 
too, from the very man ſhe has ſo ſcandalouſly 
eloped with.” Sir William roſe to take leave, 
entreating Lady Summers not to entertain any 
diſpleaſure againſt him for the late unfortunate- 
affair, which would ever afford him cauſe of re- 
gret and forrow ; and inwardly curling the Co- 
lonel for making him the tool to carry on his 
infamous ſcheme. 517 a e 
When he left the houſe he had abundant 
cauſe for reflection; every doubtful tranſaction 
in which he had been ſometimes diffide nt of the 
Colonel's honor, appeared in its true light; he 
recollected what Lord Stormer had ſaid to him, 
called to mind the various plans adopted for en- 
gaging h.m in play, together with the immenſe 
ſums he had loſt; and, on the whole, entertain: 
ed no doubt but Minors was an unprincipled 
fellow. — This laſt affair with Miſs Summers he 
could not forgive; his pretended diſſike of her, 
and baſe endeavours to prejudice him againſt 
her, were now accounted for: he was like one 
awakened from a dream. To efcape from un- 
pleaſing reflections and recover his ſpirits, , he 
flew to his charming Signora; he y ants her 
bufily employed preparing for a removal into 
Clarges- ſtreet, and therefore not at leiſure to 
attend to his complaints or diſſipate his vexation: 
having engaged him 1 meet her in the even- 
2 | ing 
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ing at her new houſe, ſhe reſumed her employ- 
ment; and he walked to St. James's-ſtreet 
he called in at White's; every one was making 
. abfervations on Miſs Summers's trip to Seot- 
land, which was by this time, the corrent news 
of the day: Some applauded the Colonel's ſuc- 
ceſsful. manceuvres, others affected to pity the 
girl; and all applied for information to Sir Wil- 
| liam, as the Colonel's confidential friend: Sir 
William could not govern his temper, but bit- 
Ws, "_ reviling Minors, abruptly quitted the room. 
lle now ſaw himfelf 5 4 a fingle compa- 
nion, he had circumfcribed his acquaintance, 
I and being ever with Minors was only known to 
w his aſſociates, whom he was determined to give 
4 up, and, if poſſible, renounce play for ever.— 
Alas he never once reflected, that he had lately 
entered into a new engagement which might 
prove equally as deſtructive to his fortune, and 
injurious to his charaQer with the reſpectable 
patt of mankind} he now ſauntered into the 
park, where he was accoſted by Sir Edward 
Stanley and Mr. Warner, whom he would have 
given the world to avoid : ** So, fo, my young 
lend. (cried the latter,) you are jockey'd I 
hear.“ “ Jockey'd, ſir!“—“ Why, your ſl 
triend, the Colonel, has run away with 
miſtreſs and forty thouſand pounds.“ “ She 
was no miſtreſs of mine; replied the Baro- 
net.— The town ſays fo, and every body pit ies 
Sir William Beaumont for being duped by a 
falſe friend and inconſtant miſtreſs.” * «© The 
town is very impertinent, (anſwered he in a 
haughty-tone) to concern itſelf about me, and 
very much miſtaken in its judgment.“ #44] be- 
lteve ſo, (ſaid Sir Edward, in a careleſs way 3) 
tis not likely Sir William ſhould have any ſeri- 
ous 
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ous attachment whilſt he viſits in Sackville- 
ftreet.” This was another thunder-ftroke, but 
he parried it off, by obſerving the world was 
very apt to be miſtaken in its conjectures: for 
his, part, he had no particular affection for the 
lady in queſtion; and for the Colonel he heartily 
deſpiſed him.—Sir William then took leave, 
rejoicing in his eſcape from ſuch keen obſervers. 
He returned to dine with his mother, and not 
doubting but ſhe would ſoon be acquainted with 
the elopement, exerted reſolution enough to be 
her firſt informer. Lady Beaumont was equally | 
ſurpriſed and ſhocked, for although ſhe had ob- 
ſerved a very good underſtanding between Co- 
lone! Minors and Miſs Summers, the had no 
idea it would have produced fuch diſagreeable 
conſequences.—** I am truly ſorry for the young 
lady and her family; (faid ſhe) I know they had 
other views ſor ber; though I believe ſhe did 
not like the gentleman her friends had choſen: 
had you ſeriouſly addreſſed her, poſſibly they 
might have been inchned to relinquiſh their firſt 
intention. hut, I fear, to avoid Scylla, ſhe 
has run on Charibdis, tor. the Colonel is cer- 
tainly a worthlets.,and contemptible character, 
I flatter myſelf, my fon, you will now give him 
up.” This, Sir William aſſured her of ;—and 
Lady. Beaumont lamented, that an event which 
had accompliſhed ſo defirable a wiſh on her fide, 
ſnould he productive of ſorrow and vexation to 
the Summers' family. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


VIOLENT ATTACHMENTS SELD@M* 
PERMANENT. 


THE Colonel and his prize proceeded to 
the land of Hymen with all the expedi- 


tion a poſt-chaiſe and four could make; they 


were ſoon united, and never was a pair ſo truly 
happy; Miſs Summers thought herſelf bleſt in 


the moſt amiable of men, and had not the 


alleſt doubt but, as their union was indiſſo- 


* Tuble, her friends would ſoon be reconeiled to 


the charming Colonel; a matter to him totally 
indifferent: Secure of her fortune, his“ pride 
was only concerned in defiring a reconciliation; 
and as that might receive fome abatement from 
their behaviour, he was determined never to 
ſeek what he could hardly expect they would 
offer. Forty thouſand pounds would ſet him 
above ſoliciting favors from any man; the only 
drawback on his preſent felicity was the chance 


of meeting Sir William Beaumont; but, as in 


love and war, all advantages are judged wm 
| ait 


* 
. 


' ERRORS OF EDUCATION.” 1587 


fair and lawful, "he reſolved, if he could not 
avoid him, to meet him with a merry cougte- 


nance, and term his deceitful proceedings a well 


concerted frolic. On their arrival in town, the 
new married pair drove direQly to the hotel in 
Pall-mall, and when a little recovered from 
their fatigue, Mrs. Minors thought proper to 
write to her grand-mother and uncle: Lady Sum- 
mers, though highly grieved and offended, con- 
ſidered the extreme youth and volatility of this 
raſn young creature, and how very incapable 
ſne was of conducting herſelf with any tolerable 
propriety; ſhe knew, that if forſaken by her 
friends, and thoſe intereſted in giving her good 
advice, ſhe would too probably fall into impro- 
per connections, ſuch as might irreparably in- 
jure her morals, and bring diſgrace on herſelf 


1 


and family: From theſe conſiderations ſne re- 


turned, though not a kind anſwer, yet a civil 
one, deſiring to ſee her. Not ſo Lord Summers; 
enraged beyond forgiveneſs, deſpiſing Colonel 
Minors, and entertaining the utmoſt contempt 
for his niece's light, indelicate conduct, he tore 
the letter addreſſed to him in pieces, and en- 
cloſing it in 2 blank cover, without even an 
addreſs on the back of it, the ſervant was or- 
dered to carry it from whence he came. — The 
meſſenger from Lady Summers returned firſt, 
and Mrs. Minors very readily overlooked the 
coldneſs of the letter, as it contained an invi- 
tation; the Colonel affected to be pleaſed, and 
they both anticipated a fimilar anſwer from Lord 
Summers; but how great was their ſurpriſe and 
mortification on receiving only the fragments 
of their own letter! Mrs. Minors wept with 
vexation 4 her huſband flew into à violent paſ- 
fon, ſwore moſt tremendous oaths, threatened 

| to 
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to cane Lord Summers for his inſolence to his 
adorable Charlotte, and, in ſhort, made ſuch a 
buſtle, that ſhe was compelled to dry up her 
tears, and endeavour to ſooth him: But all this 
paffion was counterfeit. He had reflected, that 
if Lord Summers way reconeiled to him, be 
would try to procure a handſome ſettlement tor 
bis niece ; The raſh ſtep ſhe had taken had 
thrown her wholly into the Colonel's power, 
and he determined to profit by it, and reſerve 
the greateſt part of her fortune to himiclf. En- 
tirely indifferent therefore to his lord{hip's diſplea» 
ſure, his fv care Was to write to Mr. Rakion, 


him to accompany der to e his 
ganſwer was, No, my love, viſit there firſt 
PFourſelf, and when 1 am invited, I shall with 
pleaſure accompany you; mean time, whilſt 
you are abſent, I will look about for a houſe.” 
Mrs. Minors ordered the carriage, and pre- 
pared, with ſome little trepidation, to viſit her 
grand - mother. The Colonel ſallied forth with 
3 all the conſciouſneſs of a man, who. by a ſuc- 
"ceſsful ſtroke, had acquired fortune and inde- 
pendence. He called in at Brookes's, and was 
received with vociferous applauſe and congratu- 
lations by ſome of his old companions, Who 
doubtleſs hoped to ſhare in the ſpoil he had ſo 
dexteriouſly obtained. From thence he croſſed 
the Park, with one or two of his aſſociates, and 
was on the point of making ſome enquiries rela» 
tive to Sir William Beaumont, when, at the 
opening leading to the Palace, Who Nl ſud- 
denly meet them but Sir William and bis Bella 
Signora. Both parties ſtarted; but the Colonel, 


preſently recovering his uſual confidence, gaily 
| advanced, 
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advanced, and feizing the Baronet's hand, 
a Congratulate mejBeaumont, (ſaid he) I am juſt 
returned from a trip to Scotland, and have taken 
your fair inſenfible off yours hands.“ «© Excuſe 
me, Sir, (ſaid the other, withdrawing his hand,) 
henceforth we are ſtrangers. Your conduct has 
ſufficiently explained itſelf ; and I have no rea- 
ſon to regret- giving up your . acquaintance, 
which I do from this moment.” Then haſtily 
paſſing on, he left Minors a little mortified, 
though he inſtantly rallied his ſpirits, and turn- 
ing to his companions with an affected laugh, 
«© The poor Baronet, (cried he) is deviliſhly 
vexed at my good fortune; and to ſay truth, 
the loſs of forty or fifty thouſand pounds is ſuf- 
ficient canſe for vexation; but the lady had a 
right to pleaſe herſelf; and I muſt have been a 
curſed fool to have ſuffered ſuch a prize to ſlip 
through my hands.“ 1 think ſo, indeed, 
(replied one of his friends;). I wiſh the fame 
temptation would fall in my way.” The Colo- 


nel, however, did not wiſh for a ſecond ren- 


counter with Sir William; and therefore walked 
through the Palace-yard, and then ſtrolled 
about in ſearch of a houſe; chance led him to 


Clarges Street, where a very handſome one was 


fitting up. Having: examined it, he was ſtand- 
ing at the door afking queſtions relative to the 
price, when a carriage ſtopped at the houfe op- 
poſite, and the Signora alighted and went in. 
Surprifed and confuſed, he aſked the man he 
was talking with if that lady reſided there? and 
was informed ſhe had lived there about ten days. 
h for him; he lightly ſaid; he 


This was enough 
ſhould call again, and retired, blefling his ſtars 
that he had luckily ſeen the lady before be had 

taken the houſe; for, with all his effrontery, he 


had 
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had no inclination to reſide within the notice ol 
Sir William Beaumont. 5 70 
Mrs. Minors returned from her viſit, after 
having, as ſhe ſaid, ſupported a three hours lec- 
ture: However, my love, (continued ſhe,) 
the old lady will be glad to ſee you, and deſires 
you will meet Mr. Raikſon at her [houſe the day 
after to- morrow.“ No, my love, (he replied) 
I ſhall beg to be excuſed; I-woukt not have your 
family ſuppoſe I married you: for your fortune; 
my lawyer ſhall attend with my inſtructions to 
ſettle that buſineſs, and then I will wait on 
Lady Summers with pleaſure.“ Mrs. Minors, 


who took this ſpeech literalty,, faw nothing 


in it but a compliment to herſelf, and was high- 
ly gratified ; ſhe wrote a note to her grand-mo- 


ther, and faid, Mr. Anderſon, the Colonels. 


E 


lawyer, would attend at the time appointed, 
and mentioned her huſband's kindneſs with 
much ſelf-congratulation. 

The following morning they went a houſe- 
hunting, and meeting with one handſomely 
furniſhed, in Grafton Street, and ready to re- 
ceive them, they directly agreed for it, and de- 
termined to move into it the very next day. 

In the mean time, Sir William Beaumont, 
who felt very much hurt at meeting the Colonel 
in the Park, requeſted his Signora not to keep 
up the leaſt aequaintance with him; ſhe moſt 


readily promiſed, but, in all probability, from 


that hour conceived the deſign ſhe afterwards 
put in practice. She had now a moſt elegant 
houſe 'ſuperbly furniſhed ; it was taken in her 
name, and fifteen hundred pounds given for 
the leaſe; ſhe had the ordering of all the fur- 
niture, plate, &c. and to pay the bills Sir Wil- 
liam gave her near four thouſand pounds ; 2 
| | : 
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did his infatuation ſtop here; he laid out im- 
menſe ſums in je wels and cloaths 3 her equipage 
was ſuperb; and, in ſnort, he put no limits to 
her ex pences; all which ſoon burthened his eſtate 
with ſeveral annuities; but this he never attend- 
ed to, whilſt it was ſo eaſy to raiſe money and 
pleaſe his heautiful Signora. — He was now never at 


home till two or three in the morning, ſometimes 


ſtayed out all night, and if Lady Beaumont 
aſked him any queſtions relative to his engage- 
ments, he anſwered in a careleſs vague manner, 
without affording her the leaſt ſatisfaction: She 
was entirely ignorant of his attachment; for 
although it was much talked of, and the Stanleys 


and Warners well knew it, no one. cared to 


wound the ears of a parent with intelligence ſo 

diſagreeable. | . 
Sir Edward Stanley determined to write Sir 
William a letter, and endeavour, if poſſible, to 
awaken him from his dream of ſenſuality, 
which muſt, otherwiſe, terminate in diſgrace 
and ruin. Alas, he did not confider how much 
eaſier it is to avoid follies than recede from them | 
A relaxation from principle, imperceptibly leads 
to fatal conſequences, and when we are once 
' plunged into error, the recovery is very difficult, 
and feldom undertaken. The unhappy con- 
nection Sir William Beaumont had formed with 
an artful unprincipled woman was not to be 
eaſily broken; every day ſtrengthened: her in- 
fluence over him, and rendered him more her 
ſlave. For ſome time he kept his reſolution of 
avoiding play, but falling in accidentally, one 
morning, with two of the gentlemen he had 
frequently met at Brookes's ; he was tempted to 
accompany them to a billiard-table; he had a 
very ſlender knowledge of the game, but hap- 
| pening 
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pening'to win, he ſoon grew diſtratedly fond of 
it, and determined to purſue. the amuſement 
with all that thoughtleſs cagerncſs. which marked 
his character. Arn . — 4,7 a} 


The Colonel and his lady were now. ſettled 
in their new houſe, and cards were diſpatched 
to all their acquaintance: love and harmony 
appeared to have taken up their reſidence with 
them, and, for a few days, they were inexpreſ- 
ſibly happy—the time appointed for meeting Mr. 
Raikſon had been delayed by the Colonel's law- 
yer not being in town, and till that buſineſs was 
ſettled the Colonel had declined. viſiting Lady. 
Summers, though Mrs. Minors had called on 
her two or three times : in about a week the day 
was fixed, and notwithſtanding Mr. Raikfon 
thought it extremely odd the Colonel did not 
. chuſe to be preſent ; he conſented to meet Mr. 
Anderſon as his repreſentative, and brought his 
own lawyer along with him. They met very 
amicably.— Mr. Raikſon produced his accounts, 
.. and it was found that by his integrity and at- 
tention he had encreaſed the original ſum of for- 
ty thouſand pounds to very near fifty: Lady 
Summers made him the warmeſt acknowledge- 
ments for his noble and diſintereſted conduct, 
and fecretly lamented the fortune had not re- 
mained under his care a few years longer, or 
that her fon had more prudent}y reſtricted his 
daughter from the poſſeſſion of it until ſhe had 
attained the age of twenty-one; however, as 
regret was unavailing, ſhe was ſilent on that 
head, and attended to the, gentlemen. Mr. 
Raikſon fpoke firſt: „The lady's fortune, I 
preſume, fir, exceeds your client's expectations; 
did you come prepared. to make any offer of ſet- 
| . tlement, 
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tlement, or to. abide. by what her friends ſhall 
judge equitable? “ Sir, (returned Mr. An- 
derſon) my inſtructions are very conciſe; let the 
lady's fortune be what it may, the Colonel pro- 
poſes to ſettle ten thouſand pounds upon her aud 
her children, and reſerves the remainder for 
their mutual advantage.” Aſtoniſhment ſeiſed 
the whole company; at laſt, ten thoufand 
pounds, fir, cried Mr. Raikſon, you miſtake 
ſurely 3 I ſhould ſuppoſe he rather means to te- 
ſerve ten thouſand pounds to himſelf in cafe the 
lady dies; for what has he to offer as a ſettle- 
ment or an equivalent for her fortune? «© ] did 
not come here, fir, (replied Mr. Anderſon, ) to 
enter into any altercations; neither am I prepar- 
ed to diſpute with you on the ſubjed what I 
have to fay is fimple this, Colonel Minors will 
ſettle ten thouſand pounds out of his lady's ſor- 
tune, (which is now become.his,) on her and 
ber | children ;—you well know, fir, he can 
claim the whole: if this propoſal is accepted Þ 
am prepared to execute the deeds; if not, the 
Colonel will purſue what other meaſures he ſhall 
judge proper. The money is his property, and 
you cannot withhold: it.” It would be difficult 
to deſcribe the grief and vexation of Lady Sum- 
mers at ſuch an evident proof of the Colonel's 
baſeneſs and avarice, 's Wretched undone 
girl! (cried ſhe in the bitterneſs of her heart 3) 
now indeed will repentance overtake thee ! O, 
fir, (addreſſing Mr. Raikfon) what is to be 
done? At preſent nothing can be done; (he 
replied ;) but however reluctantly I may enter 
upon the taſk, I will ſee Colonel Minors, and 
talk to him. I am ſorry to give theſe gentlemen 


- 


the 
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the trouble of another meeting, but tis nor 
to be avoided.” ht \ 

The lawyers took leave, and left Mr. Raikſon. 
with Lady Summers - Mr. Anderſon returned 
and related what had paſt to the Colonel.—“ Let 
Raikſon come when he will, F am prepared: 
(ſaid he ;) not a tittle will I recede from in my 
demands.“ -In ſhort, there were two or three 
meetings; the Colonel was obſtinate, nor was 
there any means to bring him into better terms. 
Mrs. Minors, by the very imprudent ſtep ſhe 
had taken in going to Scotland, had thrown 
herſelf abſolutely into his power, and the unfor- 
tunate clauſe in her father's will, which gave 
her poſſeffion of her fortune on the day of mar- 
riage, had inveſted the Colonel with the privi- 
lege of diſpoſing of it as his generoſity might 
prompt; and how far that could be depended 
on, has been ſcen. The guardians were com- 
pelled to accede to his propoſals, and ten thou- 
ſand. pounds only remained ſecure to his wife 
and children; the reſt was given up to his diſ- 
cretion. Lady Summers, though ſufficiently, 
exaſperated againſt Minors, avoided-ſaying much 
on the ſubject to his wife; the particulars, in- 
deed,. could not be concealed from her ;-but ſhe 
forbore refleQing on him, and contented herſelf 
with endeavouring to perſuade Mrs. Minors to 
ſuch a regularity and decorum in her behaviour 
as might claim his reſpect and.enfure- his affec- 
tion. A very ſhort time put a period to his vio- 
lent affection for his bride; poſſeſſed of ber 
fortune, his attentions: gradually relaxed —he 
was abſent from her almoſt all day, and his even- 
ings were ſpent in amuſements in which ſhe had 
no ſhare:—at firſt ſhe was hurt —— 
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Hed tears in abundance and complained of his 
want of attention to her; but as ſhe had now 
many viſitors of both ſexes, and as he had not 
attempted to reſtrain her expences, but gave 
freely what money ſhe required; ſhe ſoon fell 
into the faſhionable modes of diverting her cha- 
grin and killing time; and, within a month af- 
ter their marriage, they were as faſhionabl 

careleſs to each other, and as much attached to 
ſeparate amuſements as if they had been united 
for ſeven years; ſuch are the natural conſc- 
quences of clandeſtine marriages ! 
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CHAP. XIX. 


WHAT A YOUNG WOMAN SHOULD BE. 


T ADY Beaumont now hourly expected her 
brother; and her anxiety to ſee her niece, 


that ſhe might be enabled to judge if ſhe was 


likely to prove an amiable companion, was ac- 
companied with many painful ſenſations: the 
charge ſhe was to undertake was a ſacred one ; 
the care of a young lady of family and fortune 
was an arduous taſk; and when the ſervant an- 
nounced Lord Maybank's arrival ; ſhe trembled 
ſo exceſſively that ſhe could hardly ſtand. It was 
now twenty years ſince ſhe had ſeen her brother, 
and notwithſtanding there was little ſimilarity of 
diſpoſition, and not much affection between 
them, yet when he advanced to embrace her, a 
thouſand ſoft emotions took place in her boſom, 
and in returning his embrace ſhe burſt into a 
flood of tears. His inflexibility ſeemed to give 
way, and with a tenderneſs of voice not com- 
mon, he ſaid, preſenting his daughter; * This, 
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my dear ſiſter, is my Louiſa, my only child; 
henceforth let her become yours; I cannot place 
her in beter hands.”—** From this moment, 1 
conſider her as ſuch, (returned Lady Beaumont, 
claſping her in her arms ;) and my heart tells 
me, I ſhall not repent the adoption?“ Nei- 
ther ſhall I, dear madam, I am well aſſured ;” 
faid- the young Lady, gracefully kiſſeng her 
aunt's hand: after many reciprocal endear- 
ments, Lord Maybank enquired for his ne- 
phew: I expect him every moment, replied 
her ladyſhip, he has within theſe few days, left 
my houſe as an inmate; for, as a young man 
in the habits of ſeeing much gay company, 
there would have been an impropriety in his re- 
ſiding under the ſame roof with my niece. 41 
am much concerned, ſaid Lord Maybank, that 
we have been the cauſe of depriving you of your 
ſon's company.” —““ Indeed, replied her lady- 
ſhip, you have no cauſe for regret : I am per- 
ſuaded the ſame event would very ſoon have ta- 
ken place, and that he gladly laid hold of this 
plea to live more to himſelf, and be free from 
obſerving that attention to hours and company 
I could not diſpenſe with. At the time of this 
introduction Miſs Maybank was juſt turned of 
eighteen, her. perſon of a middling height, ra- 
ther flender than otherwiſe, her complexion a 
clear brown, which ſome 2 might call fair, 
her hair light, her eyes blue, and very expreſ- 

ſive; her features, though not exactly regular, 
yet ſuch as ſuited the whole turn of her face, 


which beamed with ſweetneſs and modeſt-cheer- 
fulnefs—nor was the intelligence it conveyed: a 
falſe index of her mind. © ©. 
Lady Maybank had been à very accompliſhed 
woman, the little domeſtic happineſs ſhe enjoyed 


with 
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i with her huſband, and the ſolitary life ſhe led 
1 in her caſtle, left her na amuſement but the 
education of her daughter; and her ideas on 
this point were perhaps a little ſingular ; ſhe en- 
- _ © deavoured to improve her morals, and give her 
tte Juſteſt ſentiments of virtue and goodneſs be- 

fore the taught her any accompliſnments—ſne 

knew this muſt be the ground- work for her future 
* happineſs; and when her ſweetneſs of temper, 
her lobe of truth, her humanity and admiration 
of every virtue, appeated, in a thouſand little 
- inſtances, to be confirmed; Lady Maybank 
then thought it neceſſary to cultivate her genius 
_ —with ſome difficulty ſhe procured, for three 
months, a tolerable dancing-maſter ; in muſic 
ſhe inſtructed her daughter herſelf, and likewiſe 
in the French language, drawing, geography 
and hiſtory. My dear Louiſa, ſaid Lady 
Maybank, I wiſh you to dance well, but not 
excellently; the one is a neceſſary. accompliſh- 
ment for every gentlewoman ; the other, by 
producing univerſal admiration, is too apt to 
make girls bold and confident. Extreme excel- 
lence in muſic is liable to yet ſtronger objections; 

to attain it, almoſt every other accompliſhment - 
| muſt be neglected; and, when attained, it leads 
to an improper degree of intimacy with profeſ- 
J fional people. Muſic ſoftens the mind—and if 
a maſter and his pupil are continually together, 
bad conſequence may enſue: nevertheleſs, I 
would have you know and eue mufic ; but I 
would not have you doat upon it. There is one 
- accompliſhment that may be purſued to the ut- 
' moſt without any danger, I mean the” art of 
drawing, which often cheers the ſolitary hour, 
and, by fully engroſſing the mind, may ſome- 
times prove an antidote to ſorrow. A know- 
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ledge of modern languages, hiſtory, gedgraphy 


and the belle- lettres, is likewiſe highly proper 


and even requiſite.“ Such were Lady May- 


bank's ſentiments on education: her daughter 
religiouſly followed the inſtructions of this wiſe 
parent, and ſoon became one of the beſt inform- 
ed, as well as one of the moſt amiable young 


women of the age: ſhe reſpe&ed her father, 
but ſhe adored her mother; and when bete , 


by death of this revered inſtructteſs, eoMpanion 
and friend, ſhe had nearly ſunk under the cala- 
mity ; religion, however, checked the exgeſs of 
her grief; and time, that ſovereign balſam for 


our ſorrows, at length converted it into a tender 


melancholy. 

The firſt dawn of pleaſure ſhe received was 
from the idea of being taken to England; her 
father's conduct could not obtain her approba- 
tion, though ſhe never preſumed to cenſure it: 
of Lady Beaumont, her mother had always ſpo- 
ken in the higheſt terms; it was therefore with 
a delight ſhe could not conceal that ſhe prepared 
to accompany her father, although uncertain 
what might be her reception. oem 

A few hours after their arrival in town, Sir 
William came in to viſit his mother, and hay- 
ing expected his uncle, was not ſurpriſed at being 


introduced to him. His lordſhip was evidently 


much ſtruck with his nephew's figure, and 
breathed a ſectet hope that a union might take 
lace between him and his daughter; the young 


Jady alſo thought him the moſt pleaſing man ſhe 


had ever ſeen, and wiſhed that his mental ac- 
compliſhments might be equal to his exterior 
recommendation. Sir William thought Miſs 
Maybank handſome, but her beauty was not of- 
the ſtriking kind; it ſtole upon him impercepti- 
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bly, and ſhe muſt, be known to he admired as. 
ſhe deſerved. She had not the brilliancy of his 
Signora; her charms were more inſinuating 
than captivating, and therefore made little. im- 
preſſion on Sir William Beaumont. He could 
not, however, with any decency, go away, but 
was conſtrained to paſs, what he thought, a ve- 
ry hum-drum evening with this family party, 
and rejoiced was he when at eleven o'clock Ea- 
dy Beaumont propoſed retiring : He roſe with 
alacrity to take Teave, and was not a little mor- 
tified to find he was expected to attend his un- 
cle ab6ut town the next day; obliged to comply, 
he endeavoured to aſſume a cheerfulneſs foreign 
to his heart, and promiſed to be with them at 

their breakfaſt table. | 
When he had left them, Lord Maybank was 
laviſh in his praiſe ; he ſaid, he was proud of 
his nephew, that he had the air of a man of 
faſhion. ** But how the devil could you con- 
' trive to make him ſo clever in the country? con- 
tinued he, for I apprehend this is the firſt time 
of his ſeeing London.” „Indeed, anſwered. 
Lady Beaumont, I take no merit to myſelf re- 
ſpecting his acquirements; the few weeks he 
has been in town have entirely altered him, and- 
I cannot think for the better; though, perhaps, 
the modiſh part of the world may judge other- 
wiſe.” —** Doubhtleſs they do; (replied he,) you 
and Lady Maybank would have men as good as 
yourſelves; but ſhe never could ſucceed in her 
- deſigns upon me; and | am glad to ſee my ne- 
phew has got rid of the ruſticity of a country 
education.” No reply being made by Lady 
Beaumont, they retired. to their apartments ; 
her ladyſhip accompanied Miſs Maybank, and 
took 


8 
6". 


took a moſt affectionate leave of her fr the 
night. = D OY 1 515 h 


CHAP. XX. 


AN ARTFUL WOMAN. 


IR William, highly rejoiced at his eſcape 
from ſuch infipid company, flew to his Sig- 
nora on the wings of love; he found her as ſhe 
faid, under the moſt painful uneaſineſs, it being 
the firſt night that her dear Beaumont had ab- 
ſented himſelf from ſupper during his reſidence 
with: her: She was terrified leſt any accident 
had happened to him. He ſoon acquitted him- 
ſelf of any neglect, and accounted for his ab- 
ſence. No ſooner had he mentioned his couſin 
than ſhe took the alarm. Ah, ſaid ſhe, rub- 
bing her eyes with her handkerchief, I ſee what 
will become of me; this young lady is brought 
over for your wife; my fondneſs for you will be 
K 2 quickly 
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quickly tireſome, and all your vows of loye to 
me forgotten.” There is no doubt, he ſaid, 
every thing a fond infatuated lover could ex- 
preſs ; he renewed all his promiſes to her, and 
Tidiculed Miſs Maybank, whom he called a raw 
Sectch girl; and, in ſort, by proteſtations and 
preſents, he ſucceeded in calming her grief, 
and reconciling her to his attendance on his un- 
cle for a few. days to come. 
Let us now teturn to Colonel and Mrs. Mi- 
nors; he already began to find fault with her 
expences, and though, by the little attention he 
paid to her, and by his own extravagant mode 
of living, he encouraged her in diffipation, yet 
he was by no means pleaſed at the avidity with 
which ſhe purſued it. * Abroad they appeared the 
fondeſt couple in the world ; but, at home, 
mutual upbraidings and contempt took place of 
violent fondneſs, and they agreed in nothing 
but their love of pleaſure, and their defire of 
ſeparating. Mrs. Minors began to look back 
with regret on her paſt folly, in throwing her- 
ſelf and fortune into the power of a worthleſs 
man; ſhe had precluded all poſſibility of appeal 
or complaint to her friends, from whom ſhe 
could expect only reproach and reflections ; in- 
timates ſhe- had none; thoſe faſhionable people 
with whom ſhe was in the habits of living, 
would only have ridiculed her uneaſineſs; and 
the only perſons in the world from whom ſne 
could have expected comfort or advice Miſs 
Thornhill and Miſs Raikſons, ſhe had moſt 
ſhamely neglected. Her uncle had never yet con- 
deſcended to receive her, and from her grandmo- 
ther, what conſolation had ſhe a right to ex- 
pect? — Thus, unhappy, deſerted, and unable 
to bear her own reflections, ſhe fled to company 
8 a3 
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as her only reſource. A young beautiful wo- 
man of vivacity and ſpirit was naturally an ob- 
jc& of general obſervation ; ſhe had ſoen a croud 
of gentlemen about her; and one in particular, 
Lord Delmot, was entirely her ſhadow. The 
Colonel, too much engroſſed by his own plea- 
ſures to attend to the conduct of his wife any 
otherwiſe than by reſtraining her expences, felt 
neither uneaſineſs nor diſpleaſure at this cir- 
cumſtance; and thus left to follow her own in- 
clinations, without an object to intereſt her 
affections, or a friendly monitor to direct her 
ſteps, ſhe launched into every folly which faſhi- 
on and diſſipation could deviſe. | 
Poor Lady Summers faw, with much afflic- 
tion, the progreſs'of levity and folly in a young 
creature, whom ſhe had looked up to as the 
ſoother of her declining: years.—The good na- 
tured world did not fail to exaggerate and bla- 
zon forth thoſe errors they helped to confirm 
and averſe as Lord Summers was to interfere 
in their concerns, pride brought him one morn- 
ing to his mother's. dreſſing- room, apparently 
much agitated and diſpleaſed. Throwing him- 
ſelk into a chair, „I foreſaw, faid he, what 
would be the event of this curſed marriage. 
The fellow is ſquandering away every ſhilling 
of my niece's money in gaming and opera dan- 
cers, whilſt ſhe is flirting with every fellow in 
town, has already loſt her reputation, and will 
ſoon, I doubt not, forfeit her honor, if ſome Reps 
are not taken to ſtop her career.” - „Heaven 
forbid | (ſaid Lady Summers ;) but ſurely the 
only way to prevent ſuch a dreadful event, will- 
be for her relations to countenance her, and 
draw her into different connections.“ You 
muſt exert yourſelf then, madam, replied he; 


1 neither 


OY 
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TL neither can nor will interfere: Her mbole con- 
duct is the natural conſequence of a r 
education ; of ſending her in a high ſtyle to a 
boarding ſchoal, where ſhe was taught to conſi- 
der berlelf of great conſequence, indulged in 
_ expenees ſuperior to her companions, and where 
ſhe learnt gothing, becauſe her teachers found 
it their intereſt to oblige her; and thus, a.few 
ſuperficial accompliſhments, very ill underſtood, 
and a great ſhare of volatility never. reſtrained, 
have thrown her into the power of a worthleſs 
fellow, a diſgrace to his corps, 'who married her 
evidently for her fortune, has meanly taken 
the advantage of her imprudence to cheat her, 
and is now, by his diffipations, in the high 
road to ruin.”''—** It avails little to recriminate, 
or condemn what is paſt, ſaid Lady Summers; 
all we have now to do is to prevent the evil con- 
ſequences you are apprehenſive of; I will ſee 
her, and talk to her; I hope I have ſome in- 
fluence leſt; ſhe is good-humoured and affec- 
tionate; 5 on thoſe qualitics, 1 build my ex- 
pectat ions of a reformation in her conduct.“ 
Lord Summers ſhook his head, with an air of 
incredplity. “ I wiſh you may not be deceiv- 
ed, madam 3 but tell her from me, if ſhe thus 
goes on in a thoughtleſs career of pleaſure, and 
renders her name infamous, by H—ns, I ſhall 
take ſome deſperate ſteps to prevent her infamy 
from ent to her relations.” 

When her ſon quitted her, Lady Summers 
wrote a note to Mrs. Minors, earneſtly requeſt- 
ing to ſee her in Groſvenor Street the following 
morning. The evening of this very day, Colonel 
Minors, with ſome of' his aſſociates, went to the 
opera for half an hour's lounge; there in a box 
(which Sir William Beaumont had * 5 

er 
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her) ſat the Signora in all the ſplendour which 
fine. cloaths and jewels could create, accompa- 
nied by a lady who was her uſual attendant in 
publicy, the Colgnel ſoon recogmiſed her, and: 
captivated by her appearance,.. haſtily. repaired 
to her box, and finding himſelf very well re- 
ceived, entered into a long converſion :: Art- 
ful wicked people ſoon untterſtand one another; 
ſhe explained her sſituation with the Baronet, 
and boaſted of her ſucceſs in having, by artful 
management, ſ@ured an annuity of fix hundred 
pounds ayear for life, beſides her jewels,. furni- 
ture, &c. She warmly .congratulated Minors 
on his marriage, enquiring after his pretty run- 
a-way lady. He made no ſcruple of confiding 
his pat and future projects to her, complained 
of the immenſe ſums he had loſt and fpent, and 
hinted a great inclination to quit his wife and 
England both together. The Signora having 
no deſign in her head to execute, nor, any pre- 
ſent intrigue on her hands, (Sir William being 
ſo much engaged, that ſne never ſaw him till 
midnight) began to pay great attention to the 
Colonel; and having invited him to dine with 
her the following day, they ſeperated with a 
mutual good Uhde an ding between them; the 
intercourſe was kept up, and a plan formed, 
which was executed in a ſhort time afterwards. 
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AN LICE NEITHER SURPRISING NOR 
"NES e | | 


ORD Maybank havinggratified his natural 
curioſit y by Wagga 5a public places, which, 

atter twenty years reſidence in the country, 
were all new to him, prepared to return to his 
caſtle and favorite dulcinea; Sir William pro- 
"poſed to accompany him the firſt day's journey, 
and having acquainted his faithful Signora he 
ſhould be abſent from her one night, had ſome 
difficulty to dry her tears, and enable her to 
bear the dreadful idea of ſuch a long abſence as 
two days! Miſs Maybank, whoſe truly affec- 
. tionate heart felt hurt at this firſt ſeparation 
from her father, notwithſtanding, ſhe knew but 
too well the diſgraceful connection he meant to 
perſevere in, parted from him with a flood of 
tears. He made her a handſome preſent for 
immediate expences, and ſettled her allowance 
at four hundred pounds a year:—He then took 
an affectionate leave of his ſiſter, who ſighed 
t. think, that in all probability ſhe ſhould ſee 
him 
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him no more; and ſet off in good health and ſpi- 
rits for his return to Scotland. 4 | 
Lady Beaumont, to divert the grief of her 
niece, ordered the carriage, and drove into the 
city, for the purpoſe of introducing her to 
Miſs Thornhill; this young lady was at home, 
and received them with that grace and reſpect- 
ful attention which at once delighted and en- 
gaged the eſteem of Miſs Maybank: on 
Mr. Thornhill being informed of the ladies“ 
viſit, ſoon made his appearance, and after ſome 
chat on different ſubjects, told Lady Beaumont, 
ſmiling, ſhe would' ſoon be enabled to-congratu- 
late him on a double marriage in his family. 
& rejoice to hear it, anſwered” ſhe,. for I am 
ſure the parties muſt be worthy ; have I the li- 
berty to enquire who they are By the con- 
ſcious looks of my ſweet friend here, I preſume 
ſhe is one.“ She is, indeed, replied Mr. Thorn- 
hill. My fiſter, in the courſe of next week, if 
the lawyers do their duty, gives her hand to Mr. 
Hargrave, a gentleman whoſe large fortune and 
agreeable- perſon are his. leaſt recommendations; 
and my near relation, Sir James Godfrey, is at 
_ the ſame time to be united to the amiable Miſs 
Raikſon, whom your ladyſhip- ſaw on your laſt 
viſit here.-lf ene of heart, and. purity of 
ſentiments, with excellent underſtandings and 
agreeable perſons, can enſure happineſs, I think 
my friends have more than a chance for enjoy- 
iag it.” And Þ do aſſure you, ſaid Lady 
Beaumont, no one of your friends is more 
warinly intereſted in ſuch an event than myſelf.” 
She took Miſs Thornhill's hand, who appeared 
a little! confuſed at her brother's unexpected 
communication, “ Look up, my dear young 
lady; nor feel abaſhed at beſtowing your heait 
2 K 5 | and 
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and hand on a worthy man; receive the con- 


Fratulations of your friends with that confidence 
a laudable choice muſt inſpire; and may you 
taſte that real felicity which attends a connexion 
formed on the baſis of virtue and goodneſs.” 
Miſs Thornhill modeſtly expreſſed her thanks, 
and hopes of being. admitted among the num- 
ber of Miſs Maybank's friends; a compliment 
that young. lady recerved with much pleafure. 
The following evening Sir William returned, 
and after acquainting the ladies he had left his 
uncle in perfect health, complained of fatigue 
and retired to his houſe, impatient to ſee his 
charming Signora; having knocked pretty ſmart- 
iy twice, the door was opened by a woman who 
had been houſe-maid from the time the houſe 
was firſt taken.— “ Where is your- miſtreſs ?”? 
demanded he impatiently, as he went through 
the hall“ Lord, ſir, I don't know—1 thought 
ſhe was with you—ſhe went out of town yeſter- 
day evening Out of town | replied he, ftart- 
ing back; where? — With whom ?”—*< Why, 
fir, with the Colonel and Mrs. Henley.” ““ Co- 
lonel !|—whiat Colonel ? . Colonel Minors, ſir; 
Mrs. Henley told me they were going to, meet 
- you and ſhould return to night.” Aſtoniſhment 
ſeiſed all his faculties; and fot a time ſuſpended 
the power of enquiry; when-a little recovered 
heaſked a hundred queſtions, and at laſt gather- 
ed, that the Colonel uſed to come to the houſe 
every day, that Mrs. Henley had carried ſeveral. 
trunks away, and that the preceding afternoon- 
the Colonel came in and aſlcedithe Signora be- 
fore her ſervants, if ſhe would like: a; ride, to 
meet Sir William e being anſwered in the af- 
firmative, be and the lady went in one poſt» 
chaiſe, and. Mis. Henley and her maid in N 
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ther, taking with them a great many bundles. 
The Signora told her own coachman and foot- 


man they would not be wanted for two days, ſo, . 


of courſe, they were both gone out. The ſer- 
vant might have talked on for ou; Sir Wil- 


liam ſat like one transfixed in the chair he had 


thrown himſelf into; but, when ſhe ceaſed 
ſpeaking, he ſtarted up, and flying to the dreſſ- 


ing-room found every trunk gone, the drawers - 
open and empty, and the cabinet in which his 


Signora depoſited her jewels and money, com- 
pletely rifled: He next proceeded to the dining- 
parlour and opening the plate cloſet beheld emp- 


ty ſhelves ; he had given her money to pay for 


every thing ordered into the houſe, and ſhe had 
taken care to have all the plate and linen mark- 
ed with her name, therefore he had no redreſs, 
even ſuppoling he could find her: to convey an 
idea of his ſurpriſe and madneſs would be a vain 
attempt—that the woman who apparently doated 


on him, who had ſhed a torrent of tears at part- 
ing with him for one night, ſhould have thus 


baſely deceived and robbed him, appeared in- 
credible ; hut: fa the Colonel, ſo lately married, 
poſſeſſed of fo 

had. expreſſed a very great diſlike to, . that he 
ſhould be an accomplice was the moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing of all things.—-In ſhort, the more he re- 
flected the reater was his rage and embarraſſ- 
ment; and when the men ſervants returned 
home, they found him walking up and down 
the houſe like a madman; ; neither was it with- 
out difficulty that they could get him to hy 


when his own man came into his dreſſing- room 
at the uſual hour in the morning, he heard an 


odd noiſe, and knocking at his door, aſked. if 


he Thoſe to be dreſſed, or have his coffee in bed? 
— no 


* 


arge a fortune, and whom ſhe 
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+ ——=no anſwer being made, he opened the door, 
and ſaw his“ maſter fitting up in his bed, pant- 

ing for breath and apparently very ill: the man, 

= .excefhvely frightened, ſpoke to him, but he 
neither anſwered nor looked at him: the ſer- 
vant rang the bell with violence, and the maids 
running up, he ordered one to fly for a doctor, and 
another to acquaint Lady Beaumont of her ſon's 
ſudden illneſs. A little capalaire and water was now 
forced down Sir William's throat, but ſtill he 

ſpoke not, nor appeared to know any body. 

A phyſician and a ſurgeon ſoon arrived, and, 
having been let blood, he gecovered breath and 
looked from ane object to another, but without 

any ſeeming recollection. Lady Beaumont now 
came, and on ſeeing her ſon in a fituation ſo 
deplorable, ſhe burſt into tears, and taking his 
burning hand, exclaimed; ©** My dear William 
do you not know-me? ſpeak, for heaven's ſake !” 
Aﬀer gazing attentively at her, he preſſed 
her hand, and attempted to move his lips, but 
could not utter a word. Doctor W. requeſted 
Der ladyſnhip te be compoſed ; he told her, from 
Str William's fituation, and the intelligence he 
had gained from the ſervants, his diſorder ap- 
peared to him owing to ſome vidlent agitation 
9 of mind, which would, he hoped, ſubſide in a 
= few hours, with quiet and proper medicines 3 
| and he would pay another viſit in the evening. 
A perfect ſtranger to any cauſe ich could 
have occaſioned a diforder fo ſudden and violent, 
Lady Beaumont was dying with curioſity 3 and 
ber fon appeared to doſe a little, ſhe left his 
de for a moment, telling his ſervant to call 
her if neceſſary, and going into the drawing- 
' room ordered the houſe-keeper to be called 
"= _ *© raadam, anſwered the maid, the houſe-keeper 
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was Mrs. Henley, and ſhe is gone with my miſ- 
trefs.” „ Miſtreſs ! repeated her ladyſhip 3 
what miſtreſs? whom do you mean? —the ſer- 
vant then, with all the conſequence of one truſt- 
ed with an important ſecret, acquainted her 
tadyſhip. with every particular already related— 
never was aſtoniſhment equal to Lady Beau- 
mont's—entirely a ſtranger to the connection, 
| ſhe had never entertained any idea of Sir Wil- 
liam's having a miſtreſs in the houſe with him, 
much leſs could ſhe have believed it poſſible that 
Colonel Minors, ſo lately married to a beautiful 
young lady, could deſert her for an abandened 
woman.—Alas, ſhe knew but little of the de- 
pravity of mankind, and of the frequent in- 
| ſtances where the amiable virtuous wife ig for 
a time at leaſt, ſacrificed to the moſt wo. | 
and unprincipled of her ſex !—But in the caſe 
of Colonel Minors the injury was aggrayated by 
the blackeſt ingratitude, becauſe the unſuſpect- 
ing thoughtleſs Mrs. Minors, by his perſuaſions, 
had thrown herſelf and her fortune wholly in 
| his power, and ſubmitted her happineſs and fu- 
ture proviſion to his generoſity — The ſervant. 
likewiſe informed Lady Beaumont of the plate 
and linen being all carried oft. 
Shocked, as ſhe was at this intelligence, ſhe. 
could eaſily conceive the natural impetuoſity, of 
her ſon's diſpoſition, was inflamed by ſuch hor- 
rid perfidy and deceit 3 but as moſt violent paſ- 
fions ſoon ſubſide, ſhe, flattered herſelf a few 
hours reſt might compoſe and reſtore, him, and- 
if ſo, ſhe could ſcarcely feel any concern fog an 
event which had freed him from ſuch a: diſgrace» 
ful connection. Poor lady! ſhe knew not how. 
far the evil had extended, nor by what, ſwift 
gradations a man drawn. into error plunges 7 8 
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a whitl-pool of vice and miſery !.. She returned 
to his room— he was ſtill aſleep, and though he 
had frequent ſtartings, yet he breathed more 
freely, and his fever ſeemed to abate 3 in about 
two hours he awaked perfectly in his ſenſes ; 
opening his eyes he beheld his mother hanging 
over him with tender anxiety: 4 Ah, madam, 
are you here?“ he faintly eried—*c yes, my 
dear William, and rejoiced to find you better. 
4% Phe caufe of my, illneſs, I bluſh to acknow- 
\ edge.” “' Say no more, my dear ſon ; I know 
all, and I truſt the ingratitude, and deceit you 
have met with wilt guard you againſt future 
errors and impoſitions..— “ Tt muſt, it ſhall! 
he eagerly exclaimed. May 1 but live to meet 
that villain ““ Arid to what purpoſe ſhould 
qu wiſh to meet him? ſaid Lady Beaumont. 

ould you ftake a life ſo valuable to your mo- 
ther, aſh which, I hope, may hereafter he uſe- 
ful to your fellow creatures, would you riſque - 


ſuch a life for an unprofitable revenge on an 


abandoned un rineipled villain ?* Think better 
my fon, and let his crimes be his puniſhment. . 
Poor wretch! when the fruits of his villainy 
are waſted away, when old age precludes his 
preſent enjoyments, where will be his recourſe 
from Thame and bitter ſelf-reproach l- Oh my 
dear William, you cannot wiſh a ſeverer re- 
venge than a long life to an abandoned villain 
like him.“, What I cried he cagerly, ſball I 
ſit tamely by, and let him enjoy the fruits of 
his treacher RL And are you, my ſon, free 
from blame? lcplied Lady Beaumont. Could 
he have been pujlty of this treachery had not 
your folhes (to call them nothing worſe). given, 
him the opportunity? a man ſhould, be free 
from errors himſelf efore he preſumes to > 4 
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fare the crimes of others, much leſs take upon 
him to chaſtiſe them. — But no more on this 
ſubject:— thank God, you are much better, and 
will ſoon, I truſt, be reſtored to health, and 
what is ſtill | more deſireable, to a ſenſe of your 
paſt errots.“ 

Sir William was filent, and abſorbed ; in re- 
flection; his mind was ſtill much agitated, tho? . 
not with that violence which had occaſioned a 
temporary ſuſpenſion of all his faculties:—his 


fever abated, and when doctor W. repeated his 


viſit, he found him ſo much amended as to be 
entirely out of danger; indeed reſt and com- 
poſure alone, ſeemed wanting to re-eſtabliſh his- 
health. 

When Lady Beaumont”s ſears for ber ſon be⸗ 
gan to abate, we reflected with much compaſſion 
on the: ſituation of Mrs. Minors; and, the fol- 
lowing morning, when from a good night's reſt 
he appeared very much amended, ſhe ordered 
her carriage and drove to Lady Summer's.— 
She found her at home, without any particular 
appearance of concern, and felt a reludtance to 
communicate unpleaſant intelligence; after ſome 
indifferent chat, ſhe - enquired aſter Mrs. Mi- 
nors 3 I believe ſhe is well, returned her la- 
dyſhip, ſighing I have not ſeen her theſe: two 
days, and intended calling in Grafton-ſtreet to- 
day; though J am not a weleome viſitor: that 
ungenerous man, het huſband, being in poſ- 
feſſion of her fortune, neglects her perſon and 
is careleſs of her conduct; ſhe is young, 
thoughtleſs and generally admired, and I trems 

ble for the eonfequences.' 

' Lady Beaumont, after a few erde ap- 

plicable to her ſubject, at laſt opened the bu- 
ber of her viſit ;. and ſuppoſing Mrs. My 2 
rom 
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from a ſenſe ot her miſconduct, incapable ot 
applying to her friends under her preſent diſtreſs, 
propoſed to Lady Summers to go with her and 
call upon her. Lady Summers accepted the of- 
fer, and, as Lady Beaumont's carriage waited, 
they got into it and drove to Mrs. Minors's. 
The ſervant, when he opened the door, appear- 
ed rather embarraſſed, and confeſſed, his lady 
had deſired to be denied to all viſitors; how- 
ever, Lady Summers ſaid, ſne knew the order 
could not extend to her, in conſequence of 
which they got out, and ſending for Mrs. Mi- 
nors's woman, learned from her, that her lady 
had been very much afflicted by the Colonel's 

abſence and a letter he had ſent her; and that 
Lord Delmot had called three times but had not 
been admitted. Pleaſed with this information, 
the old ladies ſent up their names: after ſome. 
little time the maid returned, and uſhered them 
up ſtairs—they found Mrs. Minors in her dreſſ- 
ing- room, her eyes red with weeping, and her 
dreſs totally negleQed :—ſhe roſe at their en- 
trance, and burſting into tears, took her grand- 
mother's hand, and kiſſing it, exelaimed; Ah, 
madam, your poor girl is. ſufficiently puniſhed; 
for her diſobedience! and folly l' then turning 
to Lady Beaumont, vyeu are very good, ma- 
dam, (continued ſhe,) to ſupport my dear pa- 
rent under the affliction which my imprudence 
has brought upon her.” From this hour, my 
dear Charlotte, (ſaid Lady Summers, embracing 
her,) your errors are forgotten: you have ſtill 
a friend who will never deſert you.” This kind- 
neſs, ſo unlooked for, deeply affected Mrs. Mi- 
nors, who, though gay and, diſſipated, did not 
want ſenſibility: after being a little recovered, 
me ſaid, Lee you are both acquainted with 

td! . © 
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the cruel treatment I have met with: hep is 
the letter I received the night before laſt, 

my return from a rout in high ſpirits and Fool. 
iſh exultation at my own conſequence. Lady 
Summers took the letter and read it aloud. _ 


FROM COLONEL MINORS TO MRS. MINORS. 


«« Before this letter reaches you, 1 ſhall be 
far on my way to Italy, accompanied by a lady 
who has done me the honor to be my companion 
and friend. My own property I. have ſecured 
for my uſe abroad, where probably I ſhall. ſtay 
ſome year- your ten thouſand pounds is in- 
competent to maintain you in the ſtyle you now 
live in: but perhaps your relations may receive 
you again. I wiſh you health. and happineſs; 
and ſhall always HED that to your kind- 
neſs I am indebted for my preſent felicity. | 


© 


JOHN MINORS.” 


N 
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Judge, faid Mrs. Minors, what I muff 
have felt on peruſing that letter: a ſingle mo- 
ment was ſufficient to make me ſenſible of my 
folly- and imprudence. When Colonel Minors 
was firſt introduced to me I thought but little of 
him; I will confeſs, I preferred Sir William 
Beaumont; yet, the ColonePs attentions flat- 
tered my vanity 5 inſenſiby I began to like 
him, and as Sir William Beaumont made no 
particular addreſſes, and Minors aſſured me, 
had other engagenients, I grew carcleſs to him. 
and more attached to his companion; my 
grand-mother, I ſaw, was not much pleaſed 
with his viſits, and my uncle openly expreſſed 
his diſlike to him; I found, therefore, there 
was no probability of their conſent 3 and from a 
fooliſh oppoſition to the ſentiments of my friends, 
and a violent diſlike to another gentleman who 
was propoſed to me, J admitted the Colonel's 
addreſſes, and he gained my whole heart; to 
my ſhame I own, little perfuaſion was neceſſary 
to induce me to go off with him; nor when 
married and returned to town, did I feel much 
regret 'at the loſs of my uncle's affection— 
the circumſtance of the ſettlement gave me at 
firſt ſome little pain, but the Colonel told me 
his apparent intereſted views were only to vex 
my uncle, and that he had given, his lawyer 
orders to draw a deed of gift in my favor for 
twenty thouſand pounds more this, I believ- 
ed, and troubled myſelf no further on the ſub- 
ject: hut he ſoon began to cool in his attentions 
to me, and was never at home; at firſt Ffretted 
a good deal, but I had no body to complain to, 
nor any redreſs to expect if 1 had complained ;. 
I was obliged, therefore, to fly to company as 
a remedy againft vexation. The admiration 
| real, 
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real, or pretended, which I met with, enabled 
me to bear his flights with indifference; and 
whilſt 1 was entertained, flattered and praiſed by 
others I grew careleſs as to the nature of his 
engagements : but this letter has opened my 
eyes; to be entirely deſerted for another woman, 
to be deprived of all my fortune and reduced 
from opulence to a very trifling comparative 
ſum, to be obliged to give up my acquaintance 
and become the talk of the town; ſuch circum- 
ſtances were enough to awaken reflection 
two nights and a whole day without reſt or com- 
fort, have ſhewn me all my follies in their true 
light; and although I have been imprudent and 
am become poor, yet, if my dear grand-mo- 
ther will condeſcend to receive me and ſhield 
me from the anger and reproaches of my uncle, 
Iwill endeavour to attone for my paſt errors as 
much as poſſible by the regularity of my con- 
duct in future.” Les, my dear child, faid 
the old lady, embracing and weeping over her, 
yes, into my houſe, into my arms you ſhall be 
recti ved; and may your preſent puniſhment be 
all you will ever experience for your indiſere- 
tion I— but you are not the only fufferer— 
Sir William Beaumont has been cruelly uſed.” 
The whole affair was then related to her and 
ſhe” felt indignation and contempt for the 
unworthy man for whoſe ſake ſhe had de- 
ſerted her friends and'violated-delicacy and de- 
corum, an error | ſhe declared ſhe ſhould never 
ceaſe to deplore. It was then determined' to 
diſpoſe of the furniture and diſcharge the fer- 
vants as ſoon as poſſible ; and that Mrs: Minors 
ſhould accompany Lady Summers to her coun- 
try-ſeat for a few months, till the whole matter 
was forgotten, and till ſhe could be reconciled 
to 
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to appear in public, a thing ſhe now dreaded be- 
yond all ot hers—herladyſhip ſaid ſhe would have. 
every thing in the houle valued, and when fold 
the money depoſited. in a banker's hands to pre- 
vent any altercation with Minors hercaſter, or 
any claim upon his wife. Lady Beaumont 
having ſtayed ſome time took. leave of Mrs. 
Minors. in an affectionate manner, and leaving 
- Lady Summers with. her, returned to her ſon, 
lamenting that a young and- amiable woman 
who might have made a worthy man happy, 
ſhould, by one imprudent ſtep, have involved 
herſelf in ſorrow and unavailing regret, and be 
loſt to ſociety in the character of à reſpectable 

wife and mother... 
On return to her ſon's, ſhe found him up 
and much better; and feeling for her niece, 
who had been ſo many hours, indeed a day and 
2 night alone; ſhe haſtened to her own houſe, 
where ſhe was quite rejoiced. to find Lady Stan- 
ley fitting at work with Miſs Maybank: as ſhe 
had repeatedly ſent word to her niece reſpect- 
ing the progreſs of her ſon's diſorder, both ladies 
aroſe and warmly congratulated her on Sir 
; | William's convaleſcence. How infinitely 
am I obliged to you, my dear Lady Stanley, 
(ſaid Lady Beaumont, ) for giving up your time 
to my niece ] I little, hoped to have found her fo 
1 happily fituated.” _ The obligation, (anſwer- 
| ed. Lady Stanley,) is on my ſide: I called here 
yeſterday morning, and was much alarmed at 
hearing you had been ſent for on ſo diſagree- 
able an. occaſion ;. I would have perſuaded Miſs 
Maybank to accompany me home, but as ſhe 
i declined doing me. that favor from the uncer- 
| tainty of your ſituation, I did not chuſe to leave 
her alone, and having ſpent beſt part of the day 
| | with 
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vith her and heard Sir William's diſorderhadtaken 
a favorable turn, Ireturned home to ſleep, but hur + 
ried away this morning to your charming niece; 
and I congratulate: you, my dear Lady Beau- 
mont, on poſſeſſing ſuch a treaſure. Her la- 
dyſhip replied in the politeſt manner to the com- 
pliment, and then naturally fell into a detail of 
all that had happened. Except the cataſtro- 
phe, (ſaid Lady Stanfey,) I am no ſtranger to 
the whole affair; but tis ſuch an unpleaſant 
office to communicate diſagreeable intelligence 
that neither Sir Edward nor myſelf choſe to 
mention what was very generally talked of: 
but, added ſhe, I fear Sir William will be a very 
great ſufferer in his fortune.” Not any thing 
very conſiderable, (replied Lady Beaumont ;) 
a few hundreds | fuppoſe by the plate and li- 
nen that Signora has taken with her.” Lady 
Stanley ſaid no more, although ſhe had been 
much better informed; but requeſted her lady- 
ſnip's permiſſion for Miſs Maybank to ſpend a 
few days with her during her attendance on her 
ſon; which deſire was readily complied with and 
her ladyſhip promiſed to dine with them the 
following day if Sir William's ſit uation per- 
mitted her abſence. BY. + | 
Having ſeen her niece ſafe under Lady Stan- 
ley's protection ſhe returned to Sir William and 
found him very conſiderably amended in health, 
but extremely low in ſpirits- The truth was, 
that being confined to his room alone, and 
weak in body, he had reflected on the ſtate of 
his affairs, and the ſtrange infatuation of his 
mind for ſome weeks paſt; he found when all 
his debts were paid his eſtate would be little 
more than one thouſand a year out of fue; _ 
5 | An 
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| 0 
all his ready money was gone z-—he knew that 
his mother could not long remain a ſtranger to 
his exceſſes, and was ſenſible how much the 
knowledge would colt her: — he execrated the 
Colonel and curſed the Signora; but that avail- 
ed nothing. Aſter many different plans de- 
ſigned and as often laid aſide, he determined to 
ſend for Mr. Thornhill the next day, to open 


his whole heart to him and entreat his advice 


in what manner to act.— Happy had it been 
for him had he always determined ſo wiſely ! 
Lady Beaumont rejoiced to find him ſo well re- 
covered, endeavoured. to amuſe him and raiſe 
his. ſpirits; whilſt ſhe was ſo employed, a ſer- 
vant entered and delivered a letter which he 
had no ſooner read than a violent exclamation 
excited Lady Beaumont's curioſity: “ Does 
it come from either of your quondam friends?“ 
demanded ſne. O, madam, (replied Sir 
William,) how ſhall I confeſs my folly, my 
imprudence l when I took this houſe ſor the 
abandoned woman who has deſertcd me, the 
leaſe' was fifteen hundred pounds; the writ- 
ings. were drawn and mutually. figned, and 
J gave her the money to carry the following 
day and receive the counter part of the leaſe ; 
ſhe told me -ſhe had done ſo, and I believed it; 
this letter comes from the attorney, deſiring me 
to appoint a day when he may wait upon me 
with the leaſe and receive the money .— What 
a horrid deceitful woman, and what an egre- 
gious dupe I have been! — ““ Tis really a pain- 
ful affair, (ſaid Lady Beaumont, ) and I heartily 
wiſh this may be the only deception. Vou had 
beſt let your ſervant make proper enquiries 
among the trades- people. Much vexed and 
mortified, he acceded to the propoſal, and the 
ſervant was accordingly ſent round: on his re- 
turn he brought word there were bills due at 
8 every 
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every houſe, and the amount would be ſent in 
the following day in fine the next day brought 
in bills for upwards of two 2 pounds, 
beſides jewellers' and ſilverſmiths' bills for near 
four thouſand more; all which debts he had 
given the lady money to diſcharge; but as he 
went with her to order moſt of the things, and 
could produce no, receipts, he was ſenſible he 
had no redreſs ;——however unhappy all this 
made Lady Beaumont, ſhe. forbore. reproaches, 
becauſe ſhe ſaw her ſon deeply afflicted. Ag 
ou have about ſeven thouſand pounds in the 
hands of Mr. Thornhill, (ſaid ſhe,) you had 
better draw on him in order to ſettle theſe de- 
mands, than ſell out of the bank.” This laſt 
obſervation made him tremble; but recovering 
himſelf ;_ “ will ſend and requeſt the favor of 
Mr. Thornhill's company, he: replied; and 
conſult him on the ſtate of my affairs. Do 
ſo, (ſaid her ladyſhip ;) and if I may be per- 
mitted to adviſe, diſpoſe of this houſe, and 
either return to me or take a handſome ſet of 
apartments without, encumbering yourſelf with 
houſe-keeping till you are married. Bachelors 
are always liable to great impoſitions from every 

body.” | 1 | 
The following day Sir William found very 
little remains o* his illneſs, except. a, languor, 
which aroſe from inquietude of mind; he ſtill 
perſevered in his reſolution of mentioning the 
ſtate of his affairs to Mr. Thornhill, without the 
leaſt reſerve, and when that gentleman called 
on him agreeable to his requeſt, the whole was 
laid before him. Mr. Thornhill could ſcarcely 
believe that ſuch immenſe ſums ſhould have 
been diſſipated in ſo ſhort a period of time, but 
entered into the buſineſs with a friendly ven 3 
e 


YA 


af 
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he propoſed to Sir William to diſcharge all his 
debts with the trades-people immediately, and 
added that he would advance money to clear 
the eſtate and pay off the ſums for which the 
- annuities were granted; that he would take all 
the remaining debts on himſelf, receiving only 
commonintereſtfor the money he advanced, which 
would be near a thouſand a year in the Baro- 
net's pocket, ſuch exorbitant intereſt had he 
agreed to pay, and if Sir William would appro- 
priate that ſaving to paying off the mortgage, a 
few years would clear the eſtate.— Theſe very 
friendly propoſals were accepted with joy.— 
% Not only the thouſand a year you will ſave 
for me, (replied Sir William, but fix hundred 
pounds more ſhall be employed in diſcharging 
my debts—I will live on the remaining four 
hundred pounds.—Perhaps I may go abroad in 
fearch of Lord Stormer : our fituations are ſimi- 


lar, and I am convinced he has found the ne- 


ceſſity of reformation as well as myſelf : we both 
owe our ruin to the ſame cauſe.” * Your re- 
ſolution is certainly very commendable, ſaid 


Mx. Thornhill, but I ſee no neceſſity for your 


germane Yom. ce you may reſide as uſual with 
ady Beaumont,) four hundred pounds a year 

will keep your ſervant and horſes, and anſwer 
common expences.” No, (replied the Ba- 
ronet,) I never can ſubmit to that: I will cer- 
tainly go abroad and travel frugally. I know 
my plan will give ſome pain to my mother, and 
muſt truſt to your friendly endeavours for re- 
conciling her to it.“ R 

Matters being thus ſettled, Mr. Thornhill un- 
dertook the di ſagreeable office of giving Lady 
Beaumont all particulars: tis needleſs to men- 
tion her grief and vexation at fo alarming a 
: F detail, 


* 
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detail, ſo, little expected; but ſhe agreed to her 
ſon's |; propoſal of going to the Continent with- - 


out much reluQance, the fact was, ſhe thought 
travelling would improve his underſtanding and 
fortify his mind; new objects and new fituations 
might give a ſteadineſs to his. diſpoſition, and 
her only, obj ection was his want of a proper 
companion, ſo, neceſſary for one unacquainted 
with foreign manners and cuſtoms ; and this 
obſtacle Mr. Thornhill hoped, he ſaid, to re- 
move, as he knew a young man of the name of 
Thompſon, very worthy, and. about Sir Wil- 
liam's age, who had been intended for the phy- 
ſical line, had ſtudied ſome time at Glaſgow, 
and then travelled through France, Italy and 
Germany, with a gentleman of faſhion, who 
was an invalid—the death of Mr. Thompſon's 
father, who, enjoyed a lucrative poſt but ſaved 
very little from his income, «prevented his ſon 


from proſecuting his ſtudies, and he was now. 


anxious to accompany ſome gentleman abroad. 
— Well then, my dear Mr. Thornhill, (re- 


plied Lady Beaumont,) let us, if poſſible, en- . 


gage him as a companion for William, LI in- 
tend adding four hundred ppunds a year to my 
ſon's income; and I would willingly allow Mr. 
Thompſon two hundred. Mr. Thornhill doubt- 
ed not, he ſaid, but the offer would be accepted, 
and told Lady Beaumont he would introduce 
Mr. Thompſon the next day. 

When Sir William met his. mother it was 
with conſcious ſhame and evident confuſion ; ſhe 
ſaw and pitied him; and without the leaſt ob 
ſervation on the communication made to; her 
of his affairs, addreſſed him with much compla- 


. 18 1 FA 
cency. I approve, my dear William, of 


your intended tour to the Continent 3 our good 
Vor. I. GH . 
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Friend has promiſetl to procure you an eligible 


companion, and it ſhall be my care to ſuppiy 


you with the means of making a genteel figure 
if you cannot make a fupetb one. Your 
goodneſs, madam, teplied he, affects me more 
Tenſibly'than your reproaches would Have done; 
becauſe it is unmerited: but, henceforth, I hope 
you Will have no cauſe to bluſhfor your ſon 
As to pecuniary favors, you moſt permit me to 
decline them; you ſhall not deprive yourſelf of 


Any thing on my aecount; I will tive within 


my income. That is a point I will not per- 
mit you to diſpute with me; (anſwered ſhe) I 


can do what I intend without the ſmalleſt incon- 


venience, having always ſaved from the hand- 
ſome jointure your dear father left me; there- 
fore no more Words on that ſubject.“ She then 
*propoſed an aiting to him, adding, ſhe would 
call on Lady Stanley and fee her niece, whom 
ſhe meant to take home with her.“ J have 


deſerved mortification, ſaid Sir William, faint- 


ly, ſmiling, and muſt be content to endure it.“ 


2 Tis the conſtant fruit of folly ; replied ſhe, 


in the fame tone, but haften to dreſs.” They 
were received by Sir Edward and Lady Stanley 
in ſo friendly a manner that Sir William reco- 
veted his fpirits, and no diſagreeable retroſpect 
being made, he mentioned his intended tour, 


t fer the purpoſe of gafming knowledge, (ſaid 


he gaily,) and forgetting all] already know. 


His good friends approved his deſign. '** Apro- 


por, (ſaid Sir Edward) I have received a letter 
from Lord Stormer, who appears to be in the 
high road to reformation; he mentions you in a 


very friendly manner, and forefaw this tour of 


your's, which the kindneſs of 'your joint friend. 
projected for both of you; and therefore, if you 
| | meet, 
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meet, you may conſole each other; but to be 1 
ſertous, added he, I entertain very promiling 
hopes of Lord Stormer, and if you ſhould take 
Bruſſels in your way, I think you will find in 

him a deſirable companion“ 1 hall be hap- 

py to profit by his acquaintance; (replied Sit 
Wilinm;)fone trouble wuz ubs 0 give us an i 
ill impreſſion of each other, but I hope bitter , = 
experienoe dearly bought'has made us both-wiſer.”? _— 


CHAP. XXL. 


THE FATAL CONSEQUENCES OF AN IN DUr- 
-GENCE' OF THE'PASSIONS. 


friends with grateful thanks for their at- 
tention to Mils Maybank, returned with her 
., ſon;and.mece to her, houſe, where ſhe met 2 
ſhock equally. ſevere with any ſne had lately gone 
through, vlenet am. delinenath cer which ſhe 

2 


AD Beaumont, after taking leave of her 4 
\ i 
i 


knew 
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knew to be the hand writing of Mrs. Wilkins, 


breaking the ſeal haſtily ſhe read the following 


Contents. 534 1 42. | 1 
1 . * - & # 


e Dear and ever honoured madam, ;, 
®.- $10 1 an ; N | 04 5 
It is with much reluQance I am compelled to 


give pain to a heart like your's,. but Ithink I 


dare not conceal my own fears any longer. The 
dear young lady you kindly ſent us as a compa- 
nion has been long in a very languiſhing way, 
indeed ſhe has never been quite well ; but, 
within this laſt month ſhe is entirely altered; ſhe 
is reduced to a* ſfradow, has à conftant flow fe- 


ver, very little reſt and no appetite—laſt week, 


after many objections on her part, I ſpoke to 
our apothecary to viſit her, he aſſures us ſhe is in 
a rapid decline; ſhe takes ſome medicines, but 
ſays her diſorder is beyond the doctor's fkill ; 


ſhe begged me not to mention her ſituation to 


you, as in hor letters to your ladyſhip ſhe always 


repreſented herſelf as well; but my conſcience 


would not permit me to be longer filent—] grieve 
for her as if ſhe was my own child, for ſhe is 
the beſt and ſweeteſt young lady I, ever knew. 


Whatever your commands are in this caſe, ſhall 


be obeyed by your ladyſhip's 
| ever obliged and faithful ſervant, 
Kb Mary Wilkins.“ 


* 


lady Beaumont read this letter with evi- 


dent diſtteſs; and, when -ſhe had finiſhed it, 
tears involuntarily burſt from her eyes. Sir 
William, much alarmed, aſked if he might be 

| 225 . permitted 


* 


— 


— 
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. 
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permitted to look over the letter? „“ Yes, (ſaid 
her ladyſhip,) but it will wring your heart as it 
does mine.”—He was indeed, - diſtreſſed, and 
rifing haſtily. from his chair he retired to another 
room: Lady Beaumont obſerving Miſs May- 
bank was extremely uneaſy, told her, that a 


young friend of theirs under ſome particular 


diſtreſſes, whoſe mother was abroad, was ex- 
tremely ill without any friend near her, and 


that ſhe felt much perplexed how to act: — She 


was interrupted by the return of her ſon: „I 


will go down to Exeter, ſaid he abruptly; I 
will ſee her once more be the conſequence 


what it may.“ “ Good Heaven, (replied his 


mother,) you are not in earneſt ſure ??—*« Ne- 
ver more fo: I would not quit England without 


ſeeing her for worlds.—Oh, that villain Minors, 


what has he not to anſwer for!“ — ““ Mifs May- 


bank withdrew: “ I am the propereſt perſon 
to go:“ anſwered Lady Beaumont.“ We 
will go together, (ſaid he haſtily.) My dear 


mother let us loſe no time.” Well, replied 


ſhe, if you are determined, we will go together 
and ſet off to-morrow. I will ſend my niece 
again to Lady Stanley, who will rejoice: in 
having her: poof girl, ſhe: has only met hither- 


to with confuſion and trouble | I will try to 
prevail on Miſs Rivers to accompany. me to- 


Town, in which, as you are going abroad, 


there can be no impropriety; and change of 


air perhaps may be of ſervice to her.” Lady 


Beaumont then went to - Miſs Maybank, and 


having mentioned the neceſſity ſhe was under 
of viſiting the young lady under ſuch melancho- 
ly circumſtances; ** will not, (my dear 
niece, ſaid ſhe,) aſk you to accompany me in a 
journey which can afford you no pleaſure : Lady 
| Stanley 
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Stanley will think / herſelf obliged to you. for 


another viſit, and will introduce you to her ſe- 
lect friends; I muſt depend upon your good na- 


ture to excuſe my going without you.” Miſs 
Maybank aſſured her, ſhe was only ſorry for the 
eccahon of her intended abſence, and that ſhe 
ſnould derive both pleaſure and profit to herſelf 
by reſiding with Lady Stanley, whom ſhe al- 
ready greatly reſpected. 

This being ſettled, her ladyſhip wrote a note 


to Lady Stanley, accounting for her journey in 


the ſame manner ſhe had done to her niece. 
Sir William alſo wrote to Mr. Thornhill, defir- 
ing him to get his houſe: and furniture diſpoſed 
of againſt his return, which he ſuppoſed. might 
be in leſs than a fortnight, and to purſue his 
intentions reſpecting ſettling! his affairs: This 


being done, -preparations' were made for their 


journey. They ordered a hired carriage,. and 
ber ladyſhip's woman and ont footman were to 
be their only attendants. > hy. 
The following morning Lady Stanley came 
to fetch» Miſs: Maybank, and the others ſet off 
on their journey. I have yielded. to your 
eager wiſh of accompanying me, ſaid Lady 
Beaumont to her ſon, although I know no. good 
purpoſe it can anſwer; for ] very much doubt 
Miſs Rivers will ſee you; indeed I fear your 


| preſence may be attended with. diſagreeable. ef- 
fects. | hope not, ſaid he, and I hardly 


know why I wiſh. to ſee. her; but I know I 


mould be extremely miſerable to be in ſuſpenſe 


about her real ſituation. Why was ſhe. ſent. ſo 
far off ? Lady Beaumont gave her reaſons, 
which he acknowledged to be juſt ones; and 
they eded with all the ſpeed poſſible. on 


x 


their journey. a 
| n 
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When arrived, at Exeter, Lady. Beaumont 
wrote a note from the inn to Mrs, Wilkins, 
that ſhe might prepare Miſs Rivers to receive hers 
After taking ſome. refreſhment, ſhe left Sir Wil- 
liam, under much agitation of mind, and drove 
to Mrs. Wilkins s. When the al ſtop- 
ped, Mrs. Wilkins flew out to receive her, hut 
it was evident ſhe had been in tears. O my 
deareſt lady how. happy I am, to ſee you, ex- 
claimed ſhe, 1 thank, you, my g good Mrs. 
Wilkins —Tou is Miſs. Rivers ?” Ah, ma- 
dam, very ill indeed. I broke it aut as tender- 
ly. as, I could, that your ladyſhip was, come; 
poor e thing ! ſhe was ready to faint ;, joy and- 
ſorrow overpowered, her, ſhe ſaid; joy to ſee 

u once more, and ſorrow that you ſhould 
Ls taken ſo long a, journey on her account; 

for I owned. to her T had written to Alas ! 
| dear creature, ſhe will not fn, ſee any 
» I, believe.“ © God. forbid | laid £23 3 
Beaumont, earneſtly, but go up, and, let her 
know 1 am here.” Mrs. Wilkins went; up 
ſtairs, and, her ladyſhip, remained * the par- 
lour under great anxiety of mind, At laſt ſhe 
on foot ſteps, and role to follow, the meſſen- 
3, but what was. her ſurprife and grief when 
the. door was, thrown open, and ſhs 5 a pale 
emaciated. figure, ſupported, by Mrs. Wilkins, 
enter the room, — before ſhe had power to 
revent her, Miſs Rivers threw herſelf. on her 
es, and fainted, at, the feet of her benefac- 
trols. 

Lady Beaumont, VET much terrified, afſiſted 
in recovering and raiſing her into an arm chair, 
tho? her qwn fjtustion was little better. She 
was in truth extremely ſhocked to, ſee the very 


great, alteration, in the perſon of Miſs Rivers; ; 
but, 
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but, endeavouring to recover herſelf, ſhe kindly 
blamed her for coming down, and for deceiving 


her as to the ſtate of her health. Alas, my 
dear madam, ſaid ſhe, I ought rather to blame 
the well meant kindneſs of my good friend here, 
which has given you the trouble of ſo long a 
journey to ſo little purpoſe.” —*« Say not fo, 
my dear gu}, anſwered her ladyſhip; J only 
regret I did not come ſooner ; but I flatter my- 
ſelf, that, knowing how much I eſteem you, 
for my ſake you will endeavour to get hetter ; 
and as I fhall be ſhortly left with only a wor- 


thy amiable girl, my niece, perhaps you will 


return with me, and be. introduced to her; 


I ſhall rejoice to procure for her a companion 
io deſerving as yourſelf.” „ Oh madam! 
cried Miſs Rivers burſting into tearss your 
goodneſs overpowers me. Once indeed I 


might have wiſhed for the honor you mention; 


but I never was deſerving of it; for early in 
life J was vain, unthinking, and diſſipated.“ 
«© We will not look back, interrupted Lady 


Beaumont, it can anſwer no good end; I am 


come to enliven your ſolitary hours, to admi- 


niſter comfort to your mind, and ſee that pro- 


per care is taken of your health.” „“ You are 


too kind, replied Miſs Rivers; but I am eon- 


vinced no medicines can reſtore me; I have 
no diforder but a broken heart, and for that 
there is no cure. My mother, my poor un- 
happy mother, has forgot her worthleſs child 


only one letter have 1 ever received, and that 
contained merely an account of the pleaſures 
ſhe enjoyed, mixed with expreſſions of aſto- 
niſhment at my obſtinacy in depriving myſelf 


of the ſame enjoyments. Ah, what muſt be 
her feelings when reduced to a ftate of weak» 
ood nels 


) - 
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neſs like mine.!” Lady Beaumont obſerving ſhe 
appeared quite ſpent and faint with talking, 
deſired ſhe might be affiſted up ſtairs, and 
when with difficulty they got her up, and 
obliged her to take a little refreſhment ;- her 
ladyſhip made her lie down on the ſofas. 
whilſt ſhe: ſent for a phyſician. all 
To amuſe her mind, ſhe related to her the 

matriage of Colonel Minors, his deſertion. of Ml 
his lady, and his elopement with the Signora; __ 
but ſhe took care not to mention Sir William. | 
„Poor Mrs. Minors, ſaid Miſs Rivers! How 

dreadful it is to be deceived and abandoned by 

the man we love, and to know that our -own 

folly ' deſerved the puniſhment ;: yet, happily. 

for her, fnhe has a parent to receive and conſole - 

her.“ After a little heſitation, ſne continued, 

in a faultering voice: „ Vou ſaid, my dear 

madam, you ſhould ſoon be left. alone. Is Sir 

William married?“ “ No, my love, (anſwer- 

ed her ladyſhip, pleaſed that ſhe had mentioned 

him,) he has no engagement of that ſort, but 

is going abroad.“ —“ May he be hapoy (re- 

turned ſhe, ſighing,) wherever che goes!“ 

The phyſician being arrived, he ſaid ſhe had 

a ſtrong nervous fever, and was no doubt ex- 

tremely weak z that ſhe muſt be carried into 

the air, and take nouriſhment very frequently, . 

which, with ſtrengthening cordials, he hoped - 

would be of. ſervice to her. Lady Beaumont 

followed him out, and .afked his opinion; he 

told her, he: was ſorry to ſay the young lady's - 

complaint. appeared to him heyond the reach of 

medici ie. She may poſſibly hold out a few 

days, or a+ week or two, added he; but in 

caſes like her's there is no perfect judgment 

can be formed.“ —With a heavy heart and de- 


jected 
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jected countenance Lady Beaumont returned 
to 8 friend, who, on her entrance, 
in faid, faintly fmiling, 1 ſee your 
own kind concern for me, my dear madam ; 
your looks I can read a confirmation of my 
opinion, and I muſt ſay, of my ardent wiſh : 
A very ſhort time will releaſe: me from all my 
forrows.” Do not deſpair, my dear Miſs Ri- 
vers, ſaid her ladyſhip; you know not how 
much may be done to-reſtore your health by the 
attention of your friends, by air and gentle ex- 
erciſc.” © Tis all in vain, replied the; I am 
too weak for exerciſe. Could any thing re- 
ſtore me your preſence would do it; bat tis 
:mpoffible: How good, how compathonate you 
are (continued ſhe, obſerving Lady Beau- . 
mom in tears ;) but do not add to my regrets 


cke idea of giving pain to that boſom, the ſeat 
of every gentle virtue. J have long heen en- 
dieavouring to prepare myſelf for the awful 


hour, which now approaches; and, I truſt, 
my penitence will be accepted. Happy has it 
been for me that F have been afflicted, for, 
otherwiſe years might | have paſſed away in 
diffipation and folly, and a fudden diſorder 


have cot me off unprepared. Repoice with me 


then, my dear madam, that I have had time 
allowed me to repent. What would 1 give if 
my poor mother was here to view me now 
Such a fight would ſtrike conviction on her 
mind more than volumes of advice.” | 
Beaumont, perceiving ſhe+ was faint and ex- 
hanſted, perſuaded her to he down and try to. 


. reſt, whilſt ſhe returned to the inn She 


readily : obeyed, for it was with extreme diffi- 
eulty ſbe had ſupported herſelf fo long; and 


kifling Lady Bcaumont's band paſſionately, 
| | &« May 


2 
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te. May Heaven bleſs you, my deareſt madam, 
_ exclaimed ſhe, | for all your kindneſs to an un- 
fortunate girl !! May you. live to ſee your beſt 
hepes realized in the happineſs of your family.“ 

Her ladyſhip. having recommended Miſs Ri- 
vers. to the care of Mrs. Wilkins, returned to 
the inn, oppreſſed with forrow. Sir William, 
who had waiged her return with anxious im- 
patience, eagerly, enquired how ſhe ki Miſs 
Rivers? „ Iwill not flatter you, ſhe replicd ; 
in all probability ſhe has but a few days to live.“ 
«« Good Heaven, madam, ſaid he, what do 
you. tell me } Is it poſſible ſhe is ſo very ill, 
and have I been the cauſe of reducing her to 
ry og and death > O, I muſt, L will ſec her; 
if ſhe will accept of my broken fortunes, I will: 


lution, my penitence,. and vows of love may 
have upon her?“ Lady Beaumont; ſhook her 
head; 1 fear 'tis now too late to ſave her, 
faid ſhe 5 but, if you are in earneſt write; and 


L will take the letter You muſt not obtrude 


yourſelf. into her preſence 3 the ſurpriſe might 
prove fatal ;. I will plead for you; happy ſhould- 
be if Eeould ſueceed in reſtoring her l But do 
not give way to hope, for I entertain none in 
your favor. Under the moſt painful inquie- 
tude of mind Sir William retired to write to- 
Miſs Rivers, and his mother embraced the op- 


portunity to inform Mifs Maybank of their 


ſafe arrival at Exeter. 


When her fon returned with his jetter, be | 


readily accorded- with» his | impatience to re- 
new her viſit to Miſs Rivers, at the ſame” time 
adviſing. him to take a walk, and calm the agi 


tation of his mind. - 2121214 | 
When her ladyſhip came to Mrs-Wilkins's,.. 


marry her. Who knows what: effect my reſo- 


ſhe- 
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ſhe was informed Miſfs Rivers had juſt been 
recovered from a fainting fit which ka left her 
exceedingly weak and low: on: entering her 
apartment ſhe ſaw a very vifible alteration, 
and was in ſome doubt about mentioning her 
fon's letter; but Miſs Rivers having taken ſome 


Cordial drops which the doctor had ſent, was 
much revived and began to talk with ſome de- 
gtee of eaſe; Mrs. Wilkins and the nurſe left 
the room, when + Lady Beaumont, tenderly 


preſſing her hand, ſaid, Do not be ſurpriſed 
my love, if I have undertaken to plead: in be- 


half of a repentant- finner, one who has been 


led into the commiſſion of his errors by very 
ad advice and profligate examples, but whom 
misfotunes and painful experience have reſtor- 


ed to reaſon; hei is deeply ſenſible of his faults, 
and earneſtly deſires to attone ſor them to the 


utmoſt of his power. 4 Iwill not pretend to 
miſunderſtand you, madam, anſwered Miſs 
Rivers, and I have now, I hope, obtained. 
ſuſſicient compoſure to talk on a ſubject which 
was for a long time grievous even to think 
cf; towards Sir William Beaumont I retain 


not the ſmalleſt degree of reſentment, and E 


entreat you to tel] him I even eſteem him, and 


en pray for his happineſs.” << Well then, 


y good girl, in ſuch a diſpoſition of mind 
To will not refuſe to read this letter; ] will ſtep- 
into your dreſſing- room; conſider it with at- 
tention, comply with our joint wifhes and we 
may all: of us yet fee many happy days toge- 
ther. 80 ſaying, her ladyſhip withdrew into 
the adjoining room, and, with trembling 
hands, Miſs Rivers broke the ſeal and read the 
following contents 5 

118-05, | Ta 
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10 r 1 
228 Madam, C 


Did not my mother condeſcend to be herſelf 
the meſſenger of my wiſhes and the bearer of 
this letter, I know not that I ſhould. ever have 
ſummoned reſolution enough to addreſs you, 
whom I have irreparably injured: you, who 
muft deſpiſe and deteſt me. I might, indeed, 
plead that I was deceived by a villain, that I 
was miſled as to your character, ànd taught to 
believe the offers with which I dared to inſult 
zou, would have been readily accepted; nay, 
that they were even wiſhed for: I might with 
truth plead this: but I, ovghz to have known, you 
better; I ought to have ſeen; that real innate 
worth, that ſtrict purity of ſentiment which-in- 
fluenced you to treat thoſe offers with the con- 
tempt they deſerved, and. to deſpiſe the unwor- 
thy writer—l feel and acknowledge, with con- 
ſcious ſhame, that I merited the diſdain. I have 
incurred: and now, madam, I have no repa- 
ration to offer worth your acceptance, unleſs, 
from uncommon. generoſity, you will deign to 
compaſſionate a man bioken in his fortunes, 
unhappy in his mind, a man reduced to a com- 
parative ſtate of indigence and dependance on 
the beſt. of mathers: - many are, the afflictions 
I have cauſed her; will Miſs, Rivers condeſcend 
to reconcile. her to her unworthy ſon? will ſhe, 
by a generous. acceptance of his vows, become 
the daughter, the comforter of this excellent 
parent, and conſtitute the happi neſs of a man 
whoſc ſtudy it ſhall be to prove his ſenſe of the 
N obligation 
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obligation ?—hear that dear parent plead for 
her ſon; and condeſcend to admit to your pre- 
ſence 3 | a 


Deareſt madam, 
Jour truly devoted 
WILLIAM BEAUMOQNT, 


"Tis diffreuſt to deſeribe the various emot ions 
which agitated the mind of Mifs Rivers during 
her: perufal of this letter—the deli he had 
— zu aſcribing her contempt of him to 
the offers he had made her of a ſettſement; the 
iments he paid her heart and underſtand- 
ing, with the ide of conferring an obligation on 
his mother and himſe H, all crowded with foree on 
her mind, and, for a moment, excited a wiſh that 
ſhe had been in eireumſtanees to have acegpted 

his offer ah F cried ſhe, had I conducted my- 
elf properly, had I been open and generous in my 
attachment, inftead of employing artifice and du- 
plieity, what a happ ber Tate ms might mine have been in 
fuch a family I but, perhaps, even, the pleafures 
of life — A have ſeduced me into a thouſand 
errors. —-again ſhe read the letter, and painful 
remembrance cauſed a violent burſt of tears — 
Lady Beaumont, who heard her ſobs from the 
next room, haſtened to comfort her, and fold- 
ing her arms round her, «© Compoſe yourſelf, 
my dear child, ſaid ſhe, conſider me as your 
mother in every ſenſe of the word Oh, ex- 
claimed the poor girl, that I indeed had been. 
| ble 
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bleſt with ſuch a mother l alas, my poor mother 
purſues a fleeting ſhadow, and facrifices- real 
happineſs to vanity and empty pleaſurxes; how 
will ſhe regret on the awful bed of death, every 
hour ſpent in folly and diſſipation, wit heut one 
good. or generous action to compenſate for the 
weeks and months ſo idly thrown away !” Do 
not, my dear girl, give way to unavailing ſos- 
row ; let me indulge the ſweet hope of calling 
vou daughter: — poor William is indeed unwoc- 
thy your acceptance, for he is literally poor; 
his fortune is gone, and his peace of mind de- 
ſtroyed : think then what an obligation. you 
have it in your power to confer on me and my 
only ſon.” „Do not utge me on this ſubje&@, 
my dear madam; I cannot bear it now; þ will 
conſider every thing, and this night, if I have 
ftrength to write, will anſwer Sir William's 
letter; mean time, tell him, I retain no anger; 
I never, even in thought, upbraided him; for 
I deſerved the puniſhment my folly and weak- 
neſs brought upon me. The unutterable obli- 
gations I owe to your bounty and goodneſs are 
imprinted on my heart, and have long fince 
effaced the remembrance of any ſuppoſed injury. 

received from Sir William but is it poffibe 
he is now at Exeter? “e He is, replied her 
tadyſhip, and dying with impatience to ſee . 
— That cannot be, ſaid Miſs Rivers, I feet 
myfelf unequal to the trial; and I hope, when 
he has my anſwer to his letter, he will give up 
the idea.” Lady Beaumont having ſeen her 
compoſed in bed, and given ſtri orders to be 
called ſtiould there be any apparent aiteration,, 
left her, to return to her ſon, after deſiring 
Mrs. Wilkins to get a bed put up for her the 
next day in her houſe. When her ladyſhip re- 
peated 
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cated to Sir William the converſation between 
elk and Miſs Rivers; he was violently agi- 
— and finding there was likely to be ſome 
difficulties in having his offer accepted and even 
in ſeeing her, his natural impetuoſity made him 

almoſt raving, and his eager deſire of marrying 
her exceeded all bounds,. His mother RAS 
great difficulty in ſubduing his tranſports, and 
prevailing on him to be calm till he had her 
letter.” In the morning ſhe ſent to know how 
Mifs Rivers had paſſed the night, and was in- 
(| formed tolerably well, likewiſe that ſhe had been 
(| | up very early and written the letter which was 
ſent by the meſſenger. With much emotion Sir 
William broke the ſeal- ae the Baro wist 

contents: 1 1 
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ro SIR-WILLIAM BEAUMONT... 


* 
ö 5 mn « Sire, | * 


The unctoeded. contents of the ſetter you 
have honoured me with, deſerve my grateful 
thanks; and I candidly own there was a time 
when the offer you have now. made me, would 
have been received with tranſport 3 though even 
at that time, I was every way unworthy of being 
r's.. When: firſt / you knew me I was gay, 
Anthinking and imptudent, with no views or 
hopes but what oentered in grandeur and diſſi- 
pation. Unfortunately J had no monitor, no 
friend who could, either by precept or example, 
* me to. correct my errors. The rock on 
which 
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which moſt females are wrecked is a wrong edu- 
cation, brought up to exiſt but in dreſs, admi- 
ration and pleaſures I had no leiſure to improve 
my mind, and a few ſhowy ſuperficial accom- 
pliſkments were to: be my paſſport to greatneſs 
and general notice. The death of my father 
reverſed all my expectations: reduced to a ſtate 
below mediocrity, we were obliged to ſhrink 
from that obſervation we had coveted to obtain. 
Time proved to us the little ſincerity of thoſe 
profeſſions which paſs current in the world un- 
der the maſk of friendſhip—we found ourſelves 
deſerted by af. There is no crime like poverty 
in the opinion of the world—my' poor mother 
could not eaſily reſign all-her hopes, her parti- 
ality for me led her to believe my few attractions 
might yet procure me an advantageous mar- 
Tiage.—'tis needleſs to mention her diſappoint- 
ments—a little buſineſs brought us to London, 
accident informed us that Lady Stanley was in 
'Town—:hat lady had been ſingular in her kind- 
neſs to us during our firſt diſtreſſes; my mother 
thought it a duty to wait on her; there, fir, I 
firſt ſaw you, and you know all that followed. 
Ambition was my firſt inducement to engage 
eu notice, but in ſeeking to entangle you, I 
loſt myſelf. O, let no young woman ever think 
ſhe ſtands ſecure, or permit private interviews 
and unguarded freedoms | Jet modeſty and deli- 
cacy be the guardians of her honor, or ſhe is 
loſt for ever | a contrived ?te 2 tete on my fide, 
with ſhame I confeſs it, and a defire of bring- 
ing you to an open avowal of your deſigns, 
proved my deſtruction—let me fly from the re- 
membrance—the conſequence is too well known 
to you. Misfortunes are oftentimes neceſſary 
to curb folly and vice, I found it ſo; deſpicable 
| in 
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in my own eyes, I no longer looked forward 
with exultation or hope, and every ſtep. my 
mother took was entitely unknown to me. The 
letter you ſent me, though. it wrung my heart, 
completed. my refarmation.. L beheld in your 
ſentiments the opinion of + mankind, and the 
general judgments formed of thoſe females. who, 
diveſted of fortune, ſeek by dreſs and frivolity, 
to attract notice which can never be attended 
wit h eſteem. I reſolved to retire from the world 
and atone, by mortification and repentance, for 
the errors of my. conduc. Your generous,. 
your bleſſed mother, furniſhed me with the 
means of doing ſa. beyond my hopes or wiſhes. 
I have found myſelf; ever fince my arrival here, 
gradually declining: do not, I beſeech you, fir, 
accuſe yourſelf: J only. am to blame; but I 
truſt a ſincere repentance. will be, accepted; and 
I now, feel ten thouſand: times more delight in 
the idea that a very ſhort time will releaſe. me 
from miſery and ſelf-reproach,, than ever I, cx» 
perienced in purſuing my brighteſt hopes when 
in full health—and now, fir, while I acknoew- 
ledge, with gratitude, my ſenſe. of the undeſerv» 
ed offer you. have-made me. You will, ſee the 
impoſſibility of my profiting. by it; and, per- 
mit me to ſay, in juſtice to myſelf, that, were 
I. ſure to recover and live for years, I never 
would, pollute; the vows, of hymen, nor by the 
ſpecious name of marriage ſcreen. myſelf from 
the cenſure of the world, and give an unworthy 
daughter to my generous. benefaQreſs. 
vou, fir, live to convey to her the higheſt of all 
pleaſures, a perfect approbation of your conduct, 
may you by a happy union with a truly vir- 
tuous and amiable woman, ſmeoth the dawn» 


hill of your mether's days with peace and 1 
5 it, 
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fort, and may you obtain that higheſt of all earth- 
ly joys, a ſelf-approving conſcience l My laſt 
breath ſhall expire in imploring bleſſings on 
Lady Beaumont and her family, 


ANNA RIVERS.” 


To deſcribe the feelings of. Sir William on 
reading this letter, would be impoſſible; There, 
madam, cried he, throwing it upon the table, 
read the deſtruction of all my: bopes.” He cover- 
ed his face with his hands, in an agony beyond 
what he had ever felt: —grief, admiration and 
regret at once aſſailed: him; he curſed! the Co- 
lonel, the mother and himſelf, like one deprived 
of. reaſon, 15 

Lady Beaumont having peruſed the letter, 
could not reſtrain her tears My dear William, 
ſaid ſne, you muſt ſubmit: was there any poſ- 
ſibility of her recovery L would never ceaſe imm 
portuning her: in your favor, but now it would 
be the utmoſt cruelty to urge her on the ſubject 
and diſluth her ſerenity at this awful period: 
from, the ſame motives; I hope you will give up 
all. deſire of ſeeing. her.“ No, madam, an- 
ſwered he impatiently,, I muſt fee her: Inter- 
cede for me, conjure you let her admit me 
but once to her preſence} to hear my pardon 
pronounced is all I aſk. “ The ofce you 
force upon me is a very unpleaſant one, and! 
fear you would reap nothing but miſery, even 
ſhould your wiſhes be gratified.” i 

Lady Beaumont now prepared ta attend Miſs 
Rivers, whilſt Sir William retired! to his room, 
again to peruſe. a letter which. was already en- 
graven.on his heart. When her ladyſhip _ 

pe 
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.ped at Mrs. Wilkins's: door, the good 
met het with eager impatience: - Ah, Am, 
.cried ſhe, I rejoice that you are come, they poor 
young lady is very ill indeed: we think getting 
up ſo early and writing ſo long hurted her very 
much —the doctor is with her now; but ſhe is 
on the bed.“ Lady Beaumont, much affected 
at this account, haſtened up ſtairs, and met 
him at the top, juſt coming downu—“ How is 
your patient fir ?“ ſaid ſne. Very low in- 
deed, madam; ſhe is much altered ſince yeſter- 
day, and, I think, will ſcarcely hold out ano- 
ther day. „ 4% Good. Heaven | exclaimed Lady 
Beaumont, are there, then, no hopes?“ „ [ 
am ſorry to ſay, madam, there are none; na- 
ture is nearly exhauſted; the young lady is ſen- 
fible of it herſelf, and appears perfectly refign- 
ed. —I will, however, look in upon her again 
in the afternoon, for I feel intereſted for her, 
and grieve that I can be of no fervice.” Lady 
Beaumont, deeply concerned, entered Miſs Ri- 
vers's apartment, ſne was ſtill on the bed: ſee- 
ing her ladyſhip ſhe attempted to riſe, but the 
effort was unavailing. ** Excuſe me, my dear- 
eſt madam, for receiving you thus, was all ſhe 
could ſay. Compoſe yourſelf, my dear girl; 
I am come to fit by you, and I entreat you to 
continue as you are; I am only ſorry to hear 
you have fatigued yourſelf ſo much this morning.“ 
5 Thada tolerable night, ſheireplied, and reſolved 
to write, if poſſible, to Sir William; I hope he 
is ſatisfied; I would not, on any confideration; 
leave a regret on his mind which may hurt his 
peace. I will not deceive you, my dear 
Miſs Rivers; ſaid her ladyſhip, William is very 
unhappy 3 he begs, he entreats you will ſee 
him: I promiſed. to mention his requeſt, but 4 
E54 WI 
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wiſh not to give you pafn; therefore do not let 


any conſideration for n induce you to diſtreſs 


yourſelf on his account.” Mis Rivers pauſed a 
little, but, at laft replied, - „“ Not long ſince, 
madam, it would have been worſe than death to 
me to "have ſeen your ſon,” and I 'own'T would 
avoid it - ſtill, if left to my choice; but, if he 


perſiſts in his deſire of ſeeing me, I will endea- 
vour to ſupport the interview, and the ſooner he 


comes the better; I think I can be carried into 
the next room and lie as eaſy on the fofa as I do 
here.” The nurſe being called, ſhe with ſome 
difficulty was conveyed to the adjoining apar- 


ment, and having taken ſome drops, appeared 


a little revived—Lady Beaumont ſent for her 
fon, though ſhe dreaded the effeQs it might have 
on the poor declining object before her, who, 
ſhe plainly ſaw, was paſt all hopes of recovery. 
She was very ſoon informed he was come, and 
having ſent down the nurſe and given Miſs Ri- 
vers a cordial to ſupport her ſpirits, he was de- 
fired to walk up; when he entered the room 
and beheld the pale, emaciated, and almoſt life- 
leſs figure lying on the ſofa, he ſtarted with hor- 
ror, but recovering he advanced haſtily and 
threw himſelf on his knees by her fide, unable 
to articulate a ſingle word; ſhe was violent] 

agitated, but making an effort to ſpeak ſhe held 
out her hand and faintly ſaid “ Do not grieve” 
he took her hand and paſſionately kifling it; 
Forgive me, deareſt Miſs Rivers, cried he, 
pardon your murderer !””. Do not call yourſelf fo, 
you are not to blame ; I forgive your error as 

hope to be myſelf forgiven 3 mine was the fault, 
mine ſhould be the puniſhment :” then pauſing 
a little and ſeeing Sir William in tears you 
have humanity and ſenſibility 3 continued ſhe, 


cheriſh 


if 
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cheriſh thoſe virtues; pity-the. poor and unfortu.. 
nate; reſpect virtue in diſtiſs 5 govern your 
paſnons, and conſult the peace and happineſs of 
your excellent parent.“ „O, Miſs. Rivers, 
anſwered Sir William, if you wiſh me to be hap- 
py try to live, or elſe everlaſting remorſe will be 
my portion.“ Death, — ſhe, is buſy” 
at my heart, but I welcome. his approaches, and 
with joy behold the end of a painful journey 
through a world of falſchood and deccit, where 
virtue is neglected, and where vice, if, gilded 
by riches, meets encouragement and ;applaulc.” 
M o not fatigue yourſelf, my love, ſaid La- 
dy Beaumont, with talking too. much, William 
had better withdraw and return again in the 
evening, if you will permit him.“, No, ro- 
plied the poor girl, let me ſpeak whilſt. am able 
ee Dear Sir Milian be comfort ed your ſor- 
row diſtreſſes me.— l am going to be, HAPPY 1 
feel that I am; do not accuſe yourſel.— but . let 
my fad fate act like a taliſman on your heart · to 
guard you from indulging your paſſions: and 
when you behold a poor: unprotected female, be 
yourſelf the guardian of her honor. Believe 
me, when the hour. arrives which takes us from 
the world, the refteQion of one benevotent-ac- 
tion performed, one vicious thought rejected, 
or ond criminal, purſuit, given up, will afford 
you more real happineſs, than would the fulleſt 
enjoyment of ſenſual wines. God bleſs you 
added ſhe, may you live- to encreaſe the happi- 
neſs. of your worthy. parent “- ſhe withdrew 
her hand, and 2 her head aſide to conceal 
her emotion. Sir William who {till knelt by her, 
à Ratue of: deſpair, obſerving her evident diſ- 
| treſs, cried out; ¶ Let me ee you once more 


9. Miſs Rivers, if you waſh me 10 live, let 


me 
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me return again in the evening “ She again 
extended her hands ** Dtave'me now; to- mor- 
Tow if I can, I will ſee you; but IJ am very ill, 
and you muſt go Heaven 'bleſs you !” „ Ves, 
cried he, ſtarting up, I willige—deareſt of wo- 
men, you ſhall be obeyed -I will endeavdur to 
report exiftence till to- mortow. Adieu] added 
he, kiffing her almoſt lifeleſs hand; you may for- 
give me, but never ſhall 1 forgive myſelf nor the 
miſcreant whoſe villainous eounſels have laid up 
for me everlaſting remorſe.” He quitted'the 
toom under much agitation, and with evident 
reluctance. Thank Heaven, this interview 
is over, faid Mifs Rivers, after a ſhort filence, 
poor Sir William! I reſpect his ſorrow, and 1 
hope the event which muſt ſoon take pface, will 
have an effect upon his future conduct.“ — She 
had ſcarcely uttered theſe words when ſhe was 
ſeiſed with a faintnefs which alarmed Lady 
Beaumont beyond expreſſion; however ſhe ſoon 
recovered, but with ſuch an encreaſing weakneſs 
and difficulty of breathing that ſhe requeſted to 
be undreſſed and put to bed; this was at length 
effected, but with ſo much fatigue to her, that 
another fainting fit left her at the point of death: 
The deſited the nurſe to retire; then, taking La- 
dy Beaumont's hand, ſhe preſſed it to her lips; 
Jam going my deareſt Lady forgive all the 
trouble and ſorroõw— Heaven will reward your 
goodneſs to a poor imprudent gir - deſerted by 
her natural parent O, Almighty Father, con- 
tinned ſhe, folding her hands with fervour, pity 
and forgive my mother — may ſhe ſoon be ſen- 
ſible of the folly of thoſe: pleaſures, —alas ! how 
falſely called ſuch—ſhe now purſues.— may ſhe 
be happy here and hereaſter Father of mereies, 
hear my prayer l ſhe pauſed a moment on ſee- 

f ing 
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ing Lady Beaumont drowned in tears; adieu, 
deateſt, beſt, of women l—in another world, we 
ſhall meet again.— Bleſs Sir William for me.“ — 
She grew very faint, — her ladyſhip baſtily a admi- 


niſtered ſome _ drops. She a not ſwallow, 


but—making a great effort to ſpeak, Bleſſed 


Father, ſaid ſhe, thy will be done land- 


with theſe words, ſcarcely, audible, expired! 
thus fell. the once gay, lively and agreeahle 
Io Rivers, 2 vieim to the errors of educa- 
ert 16 

Lady 1 . wath grief, had 
2 power to ring the bell before ſhe fainted; 
and. the nurſe, on entering the room, gave a 
loud ſhrick, on ſeeing both ladies to appearance 


lifeleſs.— Mrs. Wilkins, running in, quickly 
obſerved what had happened; and, although 
moſt ſincerely concerned for Miſs Rivers, ſhe 
directed her attention to the recovery of Lady 


Beaumont, . who, when ſhe regained her ſenſes, 


they would have conveyed to another room; 
but ſhe defired to remain, and with a violent 


burſt of tears, kiſſed the clammy lips of her life- 


eſs young friend: —ſhe then ſealed up the 
drawers and boxes, in preſence of Mrs. Wil- 


kins, and on opening the drawer of the dreſ- 
ſing-glaſs, ſhe. found the following letter, ad- 
alle to herſelf: . e 


cc With a thorough conviction that this will 


| * the laſt time I ſhall ever take up a pen, 1 


write, deareſt and moſt reſpected Lady Beau- 
mont, to offer my heartfelt thanks for all the un- 
merited faxors jou have heaped upon me the 
remembrance 9 them is a. cordial in my dying 
| hours.—l, feel, with joy, the approach of that 


5 ame which will ae me fram all my ſorrows; | 
= and 
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and but one idea is now capable of giving me 
pain — my poor unhappy mother—oh, ma- 
dam! complete your goodneſs, and if you can 
find her refidence, let her know my fate — tell 


her, I die a martyr to Vanity and Folly that 
my laſt thoughts dwell on her, that I beſeech 
her to give up the purſuit of pleaſures which 
muſt end in hitter remorſe—teach her, by your 
example, to learn how good, how glorious is 
virtue and benevolence! my thoughts ramble, 


the pen drops-from my fingers—my deareſt lady, 


may God Almighty ever bleſs you and your's 
with happineſs here, and everlaſting felicity 
hereafter! 


| Your ever grateful, 


ANNA RIVERS.” 


Incloſed in this letter was a paper ſpecifying 
ſhe had forty-ſeven guineas in her cabinet : ſhe 
defired all her cloathes might be diſpoſed of, and 
that after her funeral charges were paid, and a 
handſome preſent given to Mes. Wilkins, the 
reſidue might remain in Lady Beaumont's hands 
for her mother's uſe : —ſhe requeſted, as the 
annuity of four hundred pounds a year ceaſed 
with her life, that the two thouſand pounds with 
the intereſt due, might return to her mother: 
this ſum, ſhe obſerved, was ſufficient to main- 


tain her mother decently, and more than that 
was needleſs. 3 


Vol. I. | 3 Lord 
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Lady B-anmont, determined to fulfil theſe 
ſeveral wiſhes in the ſtricteſt manner, and as 
her contempt for Mrs: Rivers roſe in propor- 
tion to her regret for her unfortunate child, 
ſhe made no ſcruple to reſume the annuity 
granted to the latter, and thereby oblige the 
farmer to contrat her expences Ka live within 
the bounds of her own fortune. | Having deſir- 


ed Mrs. Wilkins to fee the laſt duties perform- 
ca in a genteel ſtyle, the expences of which 


ſhe determined te defray herſelf, with a heavy 
heart anda melancholy countenance, ſhe return- 
c to the inn, where ſhe found Sir William, 
under the deepeſt concern, with the letter Miſs 

divers had wrote to him lying on table :—on 
Her entrance he ftarted, and looking earneſtly 
at ner; ©] fee, madam, there are no hopes, ori- 
cd Ty your looks tell me I am a miſerable 
wretch.”—c< I will not deceive you; anſwered 
Lady Beaumont, you muſt arm yourſelf with 
reſolution: my grief is little leſs than your's; 
but we muſt ſubmit to the decrees of Provi- 
dence)—“ Good Heavens! what do you 
mean ?—ke is not dead, furcly ?“ a deep figh 
and a ſh ke of the head from his mother at once 
informed hien of the event. he dreaded: he 
threw himfcli into the chair he | had: riſen 
from, and claſp:d his. hands; “ She is dead, 


then, I have deſtroyed her ho ſevertly am 


I puniſhed then, pauſing a little, he ſtarted 
up: Excuſe me, madam, I cannot bear com- 
pany now: and, flying into his een, he 
ſhut the dgor. 

Lady Beaumont, who knew'the dieler of 
Ks paſſions, followed 2 2 „ William, faid 
ſhe, opening the door, I reſpe g your ſorrow, 
nor do I forbid the indulgence ol it: a2 Heart 


deeply 


* 
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deeply affected muſt feel in proportion to it's 
diſappointments but do not forget you have 
a mother whoſe happineſs is in your hands, and 
who deſerves your conſideration,” Heat not, 
my deareſt madam, that I will forget what I owe 
to your goodneſs :—ſuffer me to be alone for an 
hour or two, and I will join you, I hope, more 
compoſed.” Satisfied with this aſſurance, Lady 
Beaumont returned to her apartment, and ſat 
down to acquaint her niece, that ſhe had loſt 
the friend ſhe came to viſit, and ſhould very 
- ſhortly return to London; ſh2 alſo wrote to her 
ſolicitor, who had the paying of the annuity 
to Mrs. Rivers, requeſting to know where that 
lzdy refided, and ordering all payments to be 
ſtopped after the next quarter. 


Juſt as ſhe had finiſhed her letters, Sir Wil- 


liam returned to her with a countenance in 
which grief was viſibly impreſſed, but with a 


compoſure ſne hardly Speed. He defired to 


know the particular circumſtances attending the 
deceaſe of Miſs Rivers, and wept abundantly 
at the recital. —** She is happy, ſaid he, to 
. grieve for her is ſelfiſh,—I mourn my own 
folly, and ſhall do fo to the end of my life. —Q, 
if ! could but ſee the villain puniſhed whoſe 
pernicious advice has ruined my peace I could 
die with transport!“ «© Doubt not, replied La- 
dy Beaumont, of his puniſhment 3 even now 
in the gratification of his wicked contrivances, 
he muſt be miſerable; and the hour will arrive 
when remorſe of conſcience will inflict torments 
more hitter than his greateſt enemy could wiſh.” 
Sir Willia: m begged to have a lock of Miſs Ri- 


vers's hair to ſet in a ring, which Eady Beau- 


mont promiſed to procure for him: they parted 
at an early hour; and the following morning 
the returned to Mrs. Wilkins's and finiſked all 
her 
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her remaining bufi neſs : the next day ſhe ſet 
out for London accompanied by her ſon: 


he ſtill preſerved a deep melancholy, and the 


flattered herſelf the late awful event would have 
A deep effect upon his future Sed. 


12 IE 64 


Exp or THz FIRST VOLUME. 


